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IV 



Office of Inspectors General of Prisons, 
Dublin, February 1S25. 

SIR, 

IN submitting to you, for the information of Ilis Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, our Third Report upon the Prisons of Ireland, We are gratified in stating 
that Improvement is progressive ; and that the co-operation of the Grand Juries, 
and attention of the Boards of Superintendence, in the different Counties, afford 
a promise of success in bringing the regulation of the various places of Confine- 
ment to a strict conformity with the Enactments of the Legislature. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, Your most obedient 

humble Servants, 

James Palmer, 1 Inspectors General 
B. B. Woodward, J of Prisons. 



Right honourable Plenry Goulburn, 
See. &c. & c. 
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REPORT 



OP THE 

INSPECTORS GENERAL 

ON THE 

GENERAL STATE OF THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



COUNTY GAOLS. 

H AVING detailed, in our Report of the last year, the plans which bad been 
decided upon for completing additional works in the several prisons of this 
class, it only remains for us to state, that those plans have, in the greater number 
of instances, been actively pursued ; and several of the county gaols, which, on our 
first acquaintance with them, were reported as wholly inadequate to the classification 
required by law, now afford reasonable accommodation. We are fully aware, that 
any addition to an old structure must leave the plan defective in many points, which 
can only be embraced in plans originally founded on true principles of prison 
architecture ; in the great majority of the counties, however, the most material objects 
are provided for, and every thing judicious has been done of which the case w as 
capable. 

We are sorry, notwithstanding, to observe, that in some counties, in which the 
necessity of additional buildings has been admitted, various causes have arisen to 
retard the operations of the grand juries, — differences of opinion, as to the 
expediency of erecting new gaols, or enlarging the present buildings, on the choice 
of sites in the same town, as well as on the comparative claims of different towns 
within the county, to become permanently the situation for the county gaol. Such 
difficulties have produced the effect of postponing some essential works ; but we 
have the most sanguine hope that, before the expiration of another year, all differ- 
ences will be arranged, and every county will possess a place of confinement 
adequate to its wants; and that substantial provision will be made for giving effect 
to the law, which provides so amply for the discipline, employment and reformation 
of the unhappy inmates of our gaols. 

The interior management of the county gaols has undergone a very decided 
change for the better, since the period of our last tour. Many irregular,' and even 
immoral practices have been corrected in some criminal prisons, in which such 
abuses had existed ; and have been much diminished in the debtors’ classes, in 
which they had taken the deepest root; and the improved character of the officers, 
the establishment of schools, labour, &c. have produced beneficial effects, and 
afforded us much gratification, as will appear more fully, on reference to the sepa- 
. rate heads. 



DISTRICT BRIDEWELLS. 

3 Geo. IV. c. 64, s. 32. 

THIS class of prisons has as yet been established in but two counties, — in the 
towns of Baltinglass and Parsonstown. District bridewells are only applicable with 
advantage to particular situations, and under peculiar circumstances, with respect 
to the site and accommodations of the county gaol. In towns, however, remote 
from the county town, they will be found a valuable improvement in the prison 
• 493* B system 
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system of the county; particularly where the want of accommodation, in the county 
gaol, renders it an object to diminish the numbers confined therein. 

It is in contemplation to add two other prisons, of this description, in Dungarvan 
and Dungannon. 

The distinguishing character of bridewells of this class is, that the committals for 
trial at or under sentence from the quarter sessions courts, are confined in the district 
prison, and not transmitted to the county gaol, whereby the inconvenience of 
transmission, sometimes to a distance, expensive to the county, and harrassing to 
the prisoner, is avoided, and the accommodation of the county gaol, in some cases, 
very materially assisted. 



SMALLER BRIDEWELLS. 

3 Geo. IV. c. 64, s. 33, 34, and 35. 

IN our last Report upon this important and widely-extended class of prisons, we 
were enabled to state that, so far as ,the buildings rendered it practicable to apply 
the principles upon which they are established by law, a material improvement had 
taken place. The attention of the parochial clergy, as local inspectors of these 
prisons, had merited our best acknowledgments. Full and effectual regulations 
bad been established by the Judges of His Majesty’s court of King’s Bench, for the 
interior government of all bridewells ; and the quarterly returns, (which are con- 
ducted with regularity,) had secured a regular supply of food to pauper prisoners; 
and, under more favourable circumstances, these advantages would produce their 
full effect. 

The great difficulty which has lain in the way of improvement in this branch of 
the department, is to be found in the total inadequacy of the present buildings, ip 
which, generally speaking, the regulations of the court of King’s Bench are posted 
up only to exhibit the contrast which exists between the liberal principles of the 
Prison Acts, and the prisons in which these principles are to be carried into effect; 
from which it would scarce appear that the provisions of the law had been known 
when the bridewells were established. 

When the subject was first brought under the view of the grand juries of the 
several counties, the apprehension of great additional expense in many cases 
operated to prevent the adoption, at least to postpone the execution, of the neces- 
sary plans of new' bridewells. 

We have therefore taken pains to lay before them the following observations 
with respect to the probable comparative expense of the present and the former 
system : — 

1st. — In looking into the state of the smaller bridewells, it has, in most of 
the counties, and in many cases to a great extent, been found, that 
those prisons were too numerous. In one county the number have 
been reduced from twelve to six ; in other counties the reduction 
has been considerable ; and in one county the board of superinten- 
dence have considered that county bridewells should only be esta- 
bished in the quarter sessions towns ; thus a number of permanent 
establishments have been and are likely to be abolished, and a 
considerable saving effected. 

The charges for food (although by the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, s. 35. 
provision has been secured to all poor prisoners) have in many 
instances been very much diminished, while the most extravagant 
presentments for fuel, straw, &c. have been checked. 

Many bridewells have been subject to annual rents, whereas it has 
been found that in all instances in wdiich sites have been chosen for 
new prisons, a grant of land in perpetuity of a comparatively large 
extent has been freely and gladly afforded to the county free of,ajl 
rent by the liberality of landed proprietors, who have, in sorqe 
instances, satisfied the claims of under-tenants, who had possession 
of tile land, from their private purse. 

4%.— 
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4thly. — Under the provisions of the Act 50 Geo. III. c. 103, an advance lias 
been authorized from the consolidated fund of the amount presented 
for the erection of new bridewells on the favourable terms of repay- 
ment by gradual instalments, generally fixed at the rate of five per 
cent, and without interest ; thus, by a small annual payment for a 
short term of years, and followed by no rent or charge, a sum can 
at once he raised for the completion of the bridewells (however 
numerous) in any county. 

We are happy to be enabled to state that in the county of Cork, the most exten- 
sive county in Ireland, and in which the number of necessary prisons has lately 
been much increased by the addition of five quarter sessions towns, under the 
Act of the last session for the division of the county into two ridings, the system 
has been taken up by the most decisive measures, and the buildings are now in 
actual progress. In this county, the work has commenced in the erection of seven 
commodious court-houses, with a gaol and keeper’s house attached to each; new 
gaols in three other towns, besides the completion of such additions in the remaining 
prisons as were reported to be necessary ; and it is to be observed that the whole 
of these plans comprise every accommodation of yards, day-rooms and cells, which 
the law prescribes. 

We have considered it right in our general observations to point out the proceed- 
ings of this county, in the hope that it may operate as an example in other places, 
particularly when it is considered that the work to be accomplished in any other 
county must be upon a comparatively small scale ; and when we further state, that 
prior to this decisive measure, there was not one prison in the county of Cork 
which was in any respect fitted for the reception of prisoners, and very few which 
were capable of being rendered efficient by any additions or repairs. 

On the whole we do not hesitate to state our opinion, that in any county in 
which the state of the bridewells is fully taken into the consideration of the grand 
jury, and the system established according to law, the grand jury will feel that the 
county will not only be repaid for any expense which may accrue by the credit 
and advantages of the change, but we calculate that the general result will exhibit 
a considerable saving, rather than an increase of expense. 

MANOR PRISONS. 

NO improvement has taken place since our last inspection of these prisons ; but 
we trust that a more close attention on the part of grand juries to the bridewell 
system, will have the effect of excluding from the county bridewells the prisoners 
sentenced from manor courts ; and may show to the lords of these franchises the 
necessity of their making distinct provision for the debtors, and others committed 
under their respective charters. 

At present the state of the prisoners in these gaols is wholly inadmissible, and 
the only remedy which we can discover for the evil is, either the exercise of the 
power vested in the Lord Lieutenant, under 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, to abolish such 
prisons as do not contain the regulated accommodation ; or a legislative measure, 
empowering the seneschals of manors to commit prisoners from their court to the 
common gaol of the county. This latter regulation would save the chartered rights 
of individuals, without leaving a large class of prisoners, as at present, deprived of 
the enjoyment of those rights which the law affords to all other, even the worst 
classes of criminal offenders. 

GENERAL PENITENTIARIES. 

IN submitting our observations upon this most important head, we have much 
satisfaction in stating, that the experience of the last year has tended strongly to 
confirm us in the favourable sentiments which we had always expressed with respect 
to tlie penitentiary system. Every feeling of our mind would lead us to view with 
pleasure the success of a system founded on principles of philanthropy, the object 
'of which is to substitute the reform for the banishment of the offender against the 
laws of his country, and on which rests the peace and safety of the community, not on 
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Ins removal, but on the change produced in his character by the- certain influences 
of a well-administered system of moral government, and on affording the means of 
Mure industry by his instruction in a profitable trade. 



We attach a peculiar value to the . prospect of any successful efforts in this 
country, from a consciousness that the system has stood in need of such support. 
'Iliat a cloud has. passed upon the penitentiary system, which has, in the minds of 
too many, excited a distrust of its principle, from, the partial, failure of penitentiaries 
in America, and elsewhere ; which failures it has been clearly shown, however are 
not fairly to be attributed to any want of soundness- in the principle, but can be 
wholly accounted for by other causes capable of effectual correction. 



The further improvement which has taken place in the Richmond General Peni- 
tentiary, since our favourable Report of last year, confirms us in the most sanguine 
expectation that the success of that institution may lead to an extension of the 
principle in Ireland. The governor of this institution has proposed to submit to 
the consideration of Government a plan for the increase of the present house with 
some additional buildings for the accommodation of females, which would not onlv 
extend the system to more than double its present number of inmates but would 
reduce the scale of expense per head for the numbers confined to half its present 
amount, so far as the calculation is founded upon the cost of building and scale 
of the establishment of officers. This great increase of numbers would’ according 
to ‘Mr. Rowans intelligent statement, be accommodated by an expenditure of 
i/),°oo/. upon the estimates for building, and by the addition of about 250 L ner 
annum to the amount of salaries to the officers of the establishment. 

For our particular observations upon tire , state of this prison we refer to our 
special report thereon. 



LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

are THE P'™' 1 ® 1 large estaUisIlmcnts in Ireland for the care of the lunatic poor, 



The Richmond Lunatic Asylum, Dublin, containing beds for 
House of Industry 

Cork Lunatic Asylum - - . ... 



- 236 patients. 

- 46.5 

- 350 



We are concerned to slate .that these institutions atford very insufficient accom- 
modation for the number of applicants for admission. The Richmond Lunatic 
Asylum is professedly instituted for the reception of curable cases, those which are 
incurable being transferable to the wards in the House of Industry. The beds in 
the latter place have, however, been so constantly occupied, that it has become 
unavoidable to retain from time to time in the Richmond Asylum a number of 
incurable patients, contrary to the principle of the institution. but of 253 insane 
persons now inmates of the house, those who properly come within the description 
of curah e do not exceed 1 00. This great difficulty must daily increase, and mav 
eventually produce much embarrassment. ' 1 



The smaller lunatic asylums which are to be found in countv towns, present'most 
distressing objects to the view of an inspector. While every disposition is shown, 
and with good effect, 111 many of these institutions, to preserve cleanliness and 
order, and to treat the patients with gentleness and care, they are necessarily so 
dehcient in adequate means for the skilful treatment of the disease, that they must 
he considered useless, further than as affording the means of shelter in cases of 
urgent distress. In others there can be np security even for kind treatment, while 
the dirt and want of accommodation is of the most deplorable kind. In some 
counties the insane are unavoidably intermixed with the same paupers in a house 

tS 1“ no y rfS| " " 0t “° re injU ' i0US t0 tb ° 

It is also well ascertained, that the various establishments for the reception of 
hpW ra eD drd.ols.are wholly inadequate in extent to the wants of the different 
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To afford a complete remedy to this latter evil, but one measure could be devised 

Acr u nde? »hieh ’ ' vhl ? hbas , been provided by the bounty of Parliament, in the 
Act under which a commission is appointed, “ For the general control &c &c 

“ Luo^c S'olLeS^ 0 "' cslablisbment and regulation of Asylums for the 

By this Act a certain number of counties are, by the consent of His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, enabled to join in the expense of establishing an asylum for 
file reception of lunatics. An adequate building is erected bv advance from the 
consolidated fund repayable by gradual instalments, without interest, and' the 
establishment is placed on such a footing and on such a scale, as to provide the 
lest medical treatment, and to afford the necessary advantages of air and exercise 
ro this is added the means of employment, which is admitted on the best experience 
governor ' 6 m ° St im P ortant mst roment of improvement in the hands of a moral 

An asylum of this class is now in operation at Armagh, of which the judicious 
choice made by Ills Majesty s Government of an experienced moral superinten- 
dent almost insures the success. And a commodious well-planned buildin. for the 
reception ot 15 c patients is so forward in Limerick as to be now roofed in ° and it 
lias been strongly recommended by us to other counties to avail themselves of the 
advantages o this Act, particularly to the counties in the province of Connaught 
ihich is wholly destitute of any institution for the reception of lunatics and idiots’ 
save such as we conceive to be rather injurious than beneficial, except so far as they 
afford support to helpless human beings, and remove from the public view obiecte 
which are at all times offensive, and sometimes mischievous. 

IV e are (as Inspectors-General of Prisons, and interested in the welfare of our 

i?fonnd |, t a h»t C ?b‘ r J anX1 ° US f° P romote , the f°™alion of joint lunatic asylums, as it 
? “ 1 11 'he numerous instances of committal of the insane to the count, gaols 
tor acts of mischief which their disorder naturally leads to, and sometimes on no 
charge whatever but that of lunacy, produces a very serious interruption to, and 
'prisons^ lnSt “ DCeS aimost defeats, every attempt to introduce a good system in the 

The private asylums kept for profit for the reception of persons in the better 

of a wan ! f T “ ,1? ^ P rinci l ,les - and «e have discovered no instance 

01 a want ot benevolent and humane treatment. 



CONVICTS. 

, ha<l h ° Ped th f b f for<> the P eriod of our P re sent Report the system with 
respect to convicts under the sentence of transportation wonld have been completed 
by the occupation of the hulk stationed at Kingstown, near Dublin : by a delav 
bonrThe St ' dted b ? connected wi th the supply of water h/that har- 

b66n — fo' ba ‘-e, ; this inconvenience 

fromull'S 1 S , U ' Pri T ” at ‘ he C0V, j ° f C ° rk “ m con,i "“ ra «° roceive the convicts 
. h g ’ ?" d aS - s °? n aS tbe second hulk sbail be completed, will afford 
sufficient accommodation for the prisoners transmitted from the Southern District to 
wnicn she will then be confined. ’ 

.. T ? e d ^ p6t at . C ’ ork remains as a very sufficient prison for the accommodation of 
the female convicts prior to embarkation, together with such cases of males as mav 
by inhrmity, be rendered unable to sail with the convict ships. 

This depdt is well conducted, and the female prisoners instructed and kept con- 
stantly employed. * 

The great desideratum with respect to the convicts on board tbe hulks is, that 
some effectual means should be devised for their constant employment, (the present 
means bemg wholly inadequate) ; and it appeal's to us that those confined on board 
the hulk Surprize, in the Cove of Cork, might be kept at work with advantage to 
the public service, by being moored by the shore, and landed (as in England) during 
the day-time to assist as labourers in the islands within the harbour iu which public 
works are in progress. 1 

A93- C \y e 
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We have on a former occasion submitted our opinion, that the establishment of a 
penitentiary on Spike Island would be found a measure calculated to promote the 
united object of forwarding the works in that fortress, and affording to the convicts 
present occupation and the means of earning a future livelihood ; and we had con- 
ceived that persons confined for seven years might within that period have been 
sufficiently instructed to enable them under good superintendence to complete the 
buildings on the island, but should this plan not be considered expedient, the con- 
victs might be well employed in levelling grounds and other works requiring less 
skill. 



BOARDS OF SUPERINTENDENCE. 

BY the 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, s. 42, is established the power of grand juries to 
appoint in each county a board of superintendence of the gaols within such counties 
respectively. 

The duties of this board extend to every description of prison ; and their powers 
are commensurate with those possessed by the grand juries themselves, “ in any 
“ duty required to he done and performed in the visiting, superintending and direct- 
“ ing of any gaol, bridewell, house of correction or any other county prison, within 
« the county to which they respectively belong ; and in all other respects whatever 
“ relating to any such gaol, house of correction or other prison, and to the gaolers 
‘‘ and officers thereof, or the prisoners therein.” 

From this extract it appears, that to the board of superintendence is delegated all 
the power, and consequently all the responsibility attached to this extensive charge. 
They occupy the place in this country, which is filled by a similar body under 
another name (the visiting justices) in the gaols of England ; and we feel ourselves 
called on to devote a head of our General Report to the duties of this influential body, 
as our experience has proved to us, what might very easily be supposed, that in 
proportion as this hoard are regular in attendance, and active in their proceedings, 
or the reverse, do the prisons of every description stand high or low in character in 
each county. 

It is unreasonable to expect that the efforts of public officers can effectually 
uphold an official system of prison discipline unless supported by the more powerful 
influence of an active and willing magistracy ; and we therefore attach every im- 
portance to the public services of these boards. 

To them we would presume to offer some points for their consideration. 

1st. Regular Attendance : — On the days appointed for the meeting of the 
hoard need scarcely be more than mentioned as essential ; oc- 
casional and forced attendance, with an uncertainty of the assem- 
bling a quorum, will never be attended with success, and must end in 
ruin to the gaol system of a county. It sometimes facilitates this 
object to appoint particular members to attend for particular months. 

.ad. Minutes of proceedings should he regularly entered in a book, and it 
is recommended to the members of the board, that no entries should 
be made in the board book by individual members, or except at the 
regular meetings, when a quorum are assembled to sanction them ; 
much evil has arisen from a contrary practice. 

3d. Presentments : — We recommend that all sums payable on account of 
the gaols of each county, of whatever description, should be at each 
assizes included in one presentment to the hoard of superintendence, 
and that no money should be presented except through them; the 
presentment to contain the charges for all supplies under their pro- 
per heads for the county gaol : Salaries for county gaol officers, sala- 
ries for keepers of the different bridewells, repayments to collectors 
of Excise under the ^ 1 th and 35th sections 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, and' 
any pj&er prison incidents. 

4th. Bridewells: — The 50 Geo. III. c. 103, s. 2, defines the accommor 
dation required in every the smallest prison ; the other regulations 
with respect to these prisons are contained in the 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, 
3 1 to 34, both inclusive, and in the “Extracts from the Act,” 

and 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



1 1 

and “ Rules and Regulations of the Court of King’s Bench,” which 
are forwarded to the keeper of each bridewell. The responsibility 
that each and every of these enactments are carried into effect re$ts 
upon the board of superintendence of the county. 

5th. Building and abolishing Bridewells: — No prison of any kind can 
legally be built without the authority of the Lord Lieutenant, 

(3 Geo. IV. c. 64, s. 49.) His Excellency is also empowered to 
abolish any bridewell, (s. 31); and it is the determination of 
Government to permit no place of confinement to continue which 
is not brought by the county into conformity with the Prison Acts. 

6th. Officers:— We hope to see the power of appointment of all turnkeys 
and bridewell keepers, and all officers, (except the keeper of the 
common gaol of the county,) delegated to the boards of superin- 
tendence. For further observations we refer to our Report on this 
head ; we here however state, that the efficiency of keepers of bride- 
wells demands their peculiar attention ; we also wish to caution them 
against a prevalent system of granting to the governor of the county 
gaol a lar«>e salary, on the condition that he is to provide turnkeys, 
and to pay the expense of transmission of convicts. 

7th. Schools and Labour :— These are both required peremptorily by Act 
of Parliament, {see 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, ss. 29. 37 and 38, J and 
it is therefore the duty of the board of superintendence to recom- 
mend the appointment of a matron and schoolmaster in each gaol ; 
and it becomes one of the most important objects of their attention 
to bring into operation the clauses relative to labour, and to intro- 
duce useful work for males and females. 

It is impossible sufficiently to applaud the persevering zeal which has been mani- 
fested by the boards of superintendence of some counties, or to estimate the con- 
sequent state of improvement to which the gaols within their influence have 
attained. This feeling is making rapid progress through almost every part of the 
kingdom ; and we trust that in a very short time the same steady support which 
the gaol system in England receives from the visiting justices in that country, will 
be afforded by the boards of superintendence iu every county in Ireland. This 
support, aided by the services of public officers, cannot fail to ensure the complete 
success of our system ; while on the other hand, without the co-operation of the 
magistracy, the services of those officers can never effectually accomplish the 
objects for which they have been appointed. 

OFFICERS OF GAOLS. 

WE have, in all our Reports to Government, and on every occasion when we 
have had an opportunity of expressing our opinion, urged upon the local authorities, 
in whom the power of appointment is vested, the necessity of attention to the quali- 
fications of persons who are entrusted with the whole practical part of a system on 
which so much public interest has been bestowed, and so much public money ex- 
pended. And we are still obliged to bear an unwilling testimony, which an im- 
perative sense of duty draws from us, that the talents and qualities of mind necessary 
in the officers of the higher, and the efficiency indispensable in those of the lower 
daises, are overlooked, and that duties of the most arduous kind are entrusted to 
persons wholly unsuitable to the task. 

The salaries are, in many gaols, fully sufficient to procure the services of the most 
highly qualified individuals. 

The office of governor of a county gaol has been long rated much below its real 
importance and respectability. To' him is assigned a charge of a peculiar nature, 
in the superintendence of complicated arrangements, aod in the moral government 
of the most unhappy of mankind ; happily however the prejudices which we have 
lamented on this subject are gradually wearing away, and we look with' sanguine 
hope to a period, not distant, when there will be a general assent to the opinion, 
that in the first class of county gaols the governor should be selected from the class 
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of gentlemen of liberal education, of minds so formed as to qualify them to act with 
a moral influence upon the minds of others, and whose education and rank in life 
are calculated to secure the respect and obedience of their inferiors. In the smaller 
counties (on lower scale of salary) from persons of the strictest moral principles and 
experienced in business, capable of enforcing discipline and of watching over every 
part of the interior economy of the prisons committed to their charge. 

The turnkeys and keepers of bridewells should be men of strict moral character, 
active and intelligent, able to read and write, and whose families are persons of 
decent and cleanly habits. In situations so remote from constant inspection, the 
smaller prisons will be found, with whatever accommodation or expense they may 
be erected, to sink into scenes of filth and disorder, unless the keepers are appointed 
with due attention to such qualifications. It is a matter of no difficulty in this 
country to supply efficient public officers from among the pensioners of the army, to 
whom the addition of a house and 10 /. a year affords a comfortable provision, and 
upon the selection of such persons the w-'iole success or failure of the system de- 
pends. We do not hesitate to say, that a great proportion of the present keepers 
of the bridewells are incapable of understanding the “Extracts, the Prison Acts,” or 
the “Rules and Regulations of the Court of King’s Bench,” which are posted in the 
prisons for their guidance. 

LTpon this subject we feel a peculiar responsibility and interest, as our public 
duty has obliged us to urge upon the counties the expenditure of considerable sums, 
which lead to serious advances from the public purse; and we are persuaded that 
such expenditure is waste of the public money, if the practical part of the system is 
left in the hands in which it is now too much placed. 

We have before made some observations on the power of removal of the governor 
of a county gaol being placed in the hands of the sheriff, without his being obliged 
to assign any cause. However this arrangement may be founded in constitutional 
principles, it is clear that the exercise of it has had injurious effects ; and we con- 
ceive, that with respect to all inferior officers the appointment must rest with the 
grand jury, and that the security given by the governor for the safe custody of the 
prisoners should be made subject to whatever risk may arise from acting with officers 
so appointed. The English Act 4 Geo. IV. c. 64. s. 25, has placed Tn the hands 
of the magistracy the appointment of all officers, except the keeper of the common 
gaol. 

A theory may be urged with respect to the danger of this view of the subject, as 
affecting the safe custody of prisoners, but practically speaking we do not hesitate 
to say that the best possible security must be expected through a patronage which 
cannot be supposed to be exercised but for the public good ; and that where the 
power is delegated to the governor, (as is the general practice) much risk must be 
run, as every temptation is placed in his way to appoint persons connected with 
himself, however unqualified for their office ; or in some counties, in which a large 
salary is allowed to the governor to include all salaries to turnkeys, to employ cheap 
and consequently inefficient officers. 

We are enabled to report some instances of great improvement under this head 
within the last year, and some valuable exceptions to our general remarks are to be 
found. We trust that the striking increase of public spirit which marks the present 
day, will have its full effect on all subjects of this nature. Sufficient encouragement 
is not, however, as yet afforded to us to warrant our withholding the sentiments we 
now express upon the important question,— Whether the general character of gaol 
officers comes up to or falls short of that standard which their duties require and 
their salaries entitle the public to expect ? 

SCHOOLS AND EMPLOYMENT. 

THERE remain very few instances in the county gaols of Ireland in which 
a schoolmaster has not been appointed, and a school regularly established. 

The result has been on the whole satisfactory ; and many instances are occuring 
in almost every county, of persons acquiring the great advantage of being able to 
read and write who entered the gaol in a state of total ignorance. The same 
advantages are afforded m the female classes, and matrons are generally appointed. 

Sufficient 
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Sufficient care has not been taken in every county to discover qualified persons for 
this important station, hut in general the matrons are efficient, and in many instances 
valuable officers. 

It is much to be lamented, that any one gaol should be deficient in this, the most 
effectual means of working a reform in the prisoners, and counteracting the effects 
of that general want of education in this country, to which increase of crime is so 
much to be attributed, and in violation of the positive enactments of the Legislature. 

The difficulties which present themselves to the introduction of productive labour, 
still prevent our being able to report any satisfactory progress. The returns ot any 
importance for the last year are still confined to the following prisons 
Smith field Penitentiary, 

Richmond Bridewell, 

Richmond General Penitentiary, 

Belfast House of Correction, 

Sligo County Gaol. 

The employment of the males in most prisons is confined to whitewashing and 
cleaning the prison, beating hemp and flax, picking oakum, and, in the sea-port 
towns, net making. The employment of breaking stones has been carried on more 
systematically in°he northern than in the southern gaols, and at the house of cor- 
rection at Belfast, has been productive. The contractors for roads and for the 
streets of the town having entered into an agreement for the supply of materials 
from the prisoners, and unless some more satisfactory method of labour can be 
found, this may be turned to very good account in making some return ; and, at all 
events, in affording a constant, and not ill adapted description of employment to 
the prisoners. 

The tread- wheel is becoming a very general instrument of labour, and the manage- 
ment of it and regulation of the quantum of work is beginning to be better under- 
stood. The power of the wheel has however not as yet been much applied to 
machinery connected with profitable manufacture ; the raising water and scutching 
flax are the only means as yet resorted to in order to turn the power to account. 
The system, however, being in its infancy in this country, much improvement may 
be expected within the next year, and at present the effect of the wheel, as an 
instrument of labour, has been decidedly beneficial. 

We cannot conclude our observations on the present state of schools and labour, 
without adverting to the valuable accession to our means of ameliorating the con- 
dition of the prisoners in our gaols, in the establishment of Ladies Committees. 

Notwithstanding the length of time which has elapsed since the labours of 
Howard laid the first foundation for the improvements which have taken place, it 
is but within a short period that the peculiar effect of female interference has 
been tried. “ But a few years have elapsed,” say the British Committee in their 
Fifth Report, “ since it was personally dangerous for the visitor to Newgate to pass 
“ through the female part of the prison. W hat a contrast does the present state of 
“ Newgate now present ! Idleness, dissipation and licentiousness have been suc- 
“ ceeded by industry, order and restraint" Such has been the effect of the 
labours of those benevolent ladies who gave their attention to that prison ; but 
happily such labours have not been confined to the British metropolis. Similar 
associations of ladies have been formed in. this country, and we can appeal 
to the state of the female side of the Newgate of this city to exhibit a con- 
trast between an earlier and a later period, similar to that above described. 1 hese 
labours have been further- extended to the county gaols, in which the conduct 
of the female classes has in several instances borne unequivocal testimony to their 
invaluable effects ; nay, in the instance of that class of female offenders, and under 
those circumstances from which probably the least good could be expected ; viz. the 
convicts at the period of their removal from their counties prior to transportation. 
The superintendents of that service have expressed their astonishment at the change 
which was apparent : instead of a scene of outrage and violence to which former 
experience had accustomed them, the deportment of the women exhibited every 
thing that was orderly and submissive. Not only so, but their separation from 
those ladies to whom thev owed this happy change, was marked by an expression of 
40 Q. * 1) gratitude 
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gratitude and a promise of future good conduct, which gave to their benefactors the 
best assurance of their sincerity, and hope of future amendment ; nor has a recent 
scene of this nature been confined to one county gaol. 

The formation of ladies committees has led to a benevolent establishment for the 
reception of females when discharged from the prisons of the county and city of 
Dublin who have “ evinced a totnl change of mind in which a “ shelter,” (so is 
this house denominated,) is afforded un til the superintendents may feel justified in 
recommending them to suitable situations. The present number in the bouse are 
24, and accomodation can be made for 50 females should the funds of the 
•institution be augmented. 

An establishment for the reception of juvenile male offenders on similar principles 
■is about to be established, through the exertions of an intelligent magistrate of this 
■ city (Mr. Gabbett,") lor which a fund of 1,000/. has already been raised. This 
humane measure might be established in any other county. 

We have lately seen a publication, coming from a high quarter, in which the principle 
is advocated that punishment should be the sole character of prison labour; that to 
schools and houses of industry should be left the task of instruction ; the object of im- 
prisonment being to correct and to punish. This principle runs through the whole of 
the publication in question ; and the respectable author of the pamphlet expresses in- 
finite satisfaction in the idea that such principles are daily gaining ground. We have 
formed adifferentopinionastothenatureand principle of the employment of prisoners ; 
hut without entering into the subject as affecting the cause of prison discipline in 
England, we are so persuaded of the evil effects which would follow, in this country, 
from any ground being gained in introducing the principle to which we object, 
that we are bound by an imperative sense of duty to express our dissent from it. 
The spread of such a principle would rob us of the most effectual means of rendering 
imprisonment an instrument in the hands of the magistracy of Ireland conducive to the 
diminution of crime. In Ireland the principal causes of crime are to be found in the 
ignorance and want of education of the lower orders, and in the baneful effect of evil 
instruction from the ill-disposed, to which they are so much exposed ; and these evils 
are with peculiar effect met and counteracted by a system of instruction in the 
gaols. The author of the publication in question will admit that his arguments 
entirely rest upon the assumed fact that punitive labour is likely to succeed in its 
object, while the system of instruction and reformation is likely to fail. Now the 
experience of this country clearly warrants a different conclusion, and affords 
every year additional proof that the latter are the remedies precisely applicable to 
the case of our prisoners ; that instruction is received with eagerness and witli grati- 
tude, and attended with the most beneficial effects ; and that the instances of im- 
proved character, in those who have been discharged after their period of imprison- 
ment, have been so numerous and satisfactory, as to afford conclusive arguments in 
favour of a perseverance in the endeavour to use the opportunity which that 
imprisonment affords, to reform the unhappy inmates of our gaols, and to turn 
them from the evil of their ways. 

DUBLIN PRISONS AND DEBTORS PRISONS. 

THESE prisons formed separate heads in our General Report of last year. We 
now refer to our Appendix, particularly to our reports on the Four Courts Marshal- 
sea and Newgate, to both of which prisons we are anxious to draw the attention of 
government. 
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Form of REPORT of the Inspector-general, made on his Inspection of the Gaol, 
prior to Spring Assises, i8'j . 



Enactments of ko Geo. III. c. lo't. 

Sect. J ° J 

2 •—In every county gaol there shall be two separate parts; one for males and one for 1 
female prisoners, completely divided, so as to prevent any intercourse.— And for each 
ctass, 1 yard, l bath, l privy, l good water pump, l common hall or kitchen. 

he apartments to be dry and airy, and, if possible, so numerous as to afford a sebUrate 
cell tor each prisoner to sleep in. r 

One or more rooms or cells (according to the sice of the prison) for the solitary confinement 
of the insane and outrageous. 3 

One chapel for religious purposes. 

One or more infirmaries, with suitable accommodations. 

One or more work rooms for trades and industry. 

41— Ever, keeper of any gaol, bridewell, &c. to provide himself with one nr more printed 
copies ot this Act. r 

42.— Regulates the appointment and qualification of inspector, with consent and apbro- 

pri-on ° f thC C ° Urt ° rjUdge ’ 3t each ass,zes or presenting term, toiive within one mile of the 

44. — Olerk of the crown to furnish to the local inspector of each county gaol, a complete 

schedule of prisoners, tried at each assizes, and at each quarter sessions, containing crimes 
sentence, executed or remitted. 6 ’ 

45. — Local inspector to transmit said schedule, and a report of the state of the aaol 

annually, to the inspector-general, under a penalty of 10 /. b ' 

47"—' The grand jury to appoint three chaplains for county gaols, &c. to be approved of 
by the court ot judge ot assure: t of established church; r roman catholic, t dissenting 
minister, if required by the court. ® 

48. — Every such chaplain shall read prayers to his flock every Sunday morning Every 
chaplain to visit each prison to which he is appointed twice at least in every week exclusive 
of Sunday; at each visit to go into every cell to exhort those who are willing to Mar 

48-— Each chaplain to attend every malefactor within his charge previous toandatthe 
timeofhis execution. r me 

The chaplains, in turn, to inspect the bread and other provisions of nil the prisoners and 
to take care that they are of good quality, and of sufficien t weight. F ’ 4 

49. — Regulates the salaries of all the chaplains, which are to beequal'in amount. 

50. — Regulates the qualifications and appointment of physician and surgeon for tire 

county gaols, bridewells, &c. to be approved of by the court of assize. ® 

51. — To visit every prison at least twice in every week, or oftener, if necessary. 

54.-T0 make a weekly return of sick to the local inspector, withnaihe and disease. 

to*' e ofTrt i be““rt° f “ f ° r llre “*"><3’ and bridewells, 

thur tirderT^ l ° aUend the Physician or snrgeon in their visits to the prison, and to execute 

5«. 57 , 58.— Regulates the supply of medicines by the apothecary and the vouchers 
required on oath; the taxation ot druggists’ bills, if required by the grand jury and the 
supply of other articles for the sick, and compensation to the apotbecafy. 1 T ' 

°® C f i ° f apothecary may he united in one person, and snch person 

cannot be inspector or physician. ^ 

; ®3’~ Ke g; ktcs,hc providing provisions, and issue thereof to poor prisoners, under thh 
ad™ '“l” ° f tb |f cl,a P" ms 111 rotation, and of the inspector. Presentments to be made in 
advance tor such provisions, or treasurer may pay the amount. 

64.— Regulates supply of straw and other necessary petty expenses. Gaoler to furnish a 
calendar to the grand jury, to regulate the payment thereof 1 , to he presented in advance. 

65* — Regulates 
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'Form Sect. 

,of Report. 65- — Regulates the supply of fuel, prison dresses, bedsteads, blankets, 8tc. 8tc. to those 

-v — • — 1 who are in need thereof, by the local inspector. 

66. — Contractors to account on oath. 

67. — Penalty on any grand juror or officer being concerned in contracts. 

69. — Seventeen rules established prison discipline. 

71.— Inspectors to report on oath as to prison rules — how obeyed. 



Ad 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. 

Sect. 

2. — Regulates the proceedings of the committee of grand juries appointed to superintend 
'the government and management of the gaol, and grant certain powers. 

4. — Poor prisoners supplied with food and necessaries at the public expense not to be 
supplied in any other way. 

5. — Debtors' confined for less than to l. to receive, by order of the court, 4 s. .per week 
from detaining creditor, and to be discharged on failure of payment. 

- 7. — Inspectors-general to make out three dietary tables, according to schedule (A.) one 
of which is to be selected by the grand jury of each county, and adopted for the gaol, and 
posted in some conspicuous part of the prison. 

9.— Contracts for diet to be made with .clerk of the peace. 

,io. — Gaol account book, Schedule (A.) to be kept, and the account of provisions daily 
entered therein ; .pass books to be also provided for the different contractors. 

11.— Prison dresses, bedding and necessaries, to be provided and completed according to 
.the establishment of each prison, and deficiencies supplied at each annual inspection of the 
inspector-general. See Schedules (B. & C.) 

.12. — Specific articles of dress and bedding. 

19. — Establishes a form of annual return, Schedule (E.) to be made by the gaoler to the 
inspector-general. — N. B. The constant attention of local inspectors will be required to this 
return, which comprises matter of the greatest importance to the establishment of a good 
prison system ; and the character of the gaol will depend upon the manner in which the 
gaoler is at all times prepared to fill it. 

22, — Empowers inspector-general to visit and examine, on oath, into the state of any 
gaol. 

26. — A book to be kept in every prison, in which the observations of the grand jury and 
.local inspector, and the visits of all other officers, are to be entered; specifying every 
visit, and the duty performed. 

.27. — Regulates the appointment of physicians, surgeons and apothecaries. 

28. — Regulates the supply of medicines from Apothecaries Hall, if it shall seem 
•expedient. 

22. — Regulates the appointment of matron. 

32.r-Empowers the local inspector to give notice to the keeper of any district bridewell 
'within the county, in the event of the crowded state of the county gaol; and to require 
him to detain any prisoners who may be in his custody, until it may be necessary to-trans- 
mit them in sufficient time for trial at the assizes. 

37. — Regulates the labour of poor prisoners, and their instruction in their work. 

38. — Regulates the supply of books, tools and teachers. 

39. — Imposing penalties on bringing into, or selling within the gaol, any spirituous of 
fermented liquors. 

40. — Regulates the application of the earnings of poor prisoners. 

. 41.— Empowers court of King’s Bench to alter or add to prison rules, and to dismiss 
keepers, ana all other officers offending against the same, or guilty of any misqpnduct. 

51. — Establishes the appointment by the grand jury of a mixed board of superintendence. 

Notices to be posted in all gaols and debtors prisons, that all fees are abolished, according 
Xo die form prescribed, including the fees of debtors. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
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DUBLIN DISTRICT. 



Richmond General Penitentiary. 



we adverted to some of the leading circumstances worthy of report, with resuect n 1 .■ 
^ " nder ' ht! hH,d ° f “ G “ e ™' I’enitenliarfc” Set. 



W £ J 

ill our General Report, to which we refer. 

el I h Z'T- C0,,S ' S,S ° f ,“' ree ““S di,ss “ ° F m «". “"<1 tile same number of females 
each class being separated into three divisions, forming eighteen in all ’ 

I he prisoners on their committal are placet! in the first class, in which they are wholly 
excluded fiom society, being obliged to remain by day and night and to wort in then- 
3 Afte“bong kmt" rc c ommodious to admit of a loom being erected in 

to the S T™ ,e l0W " ckss ' llle c " n ™‘ is “dvanced 

1 ’ wi " uh “f Prisoners are kept in separate cells by night, being allowed 

fe"S ,ke d ,“ } 'i “ s and ' ,ort "> ™ idl •'i*™- At the end of ,l,e nine" nertod lh 
nSre I ■ 1 “ S A° a3s llle couvlcl is removed to the higher, where Jfurthe, inter* 

“ Wl t which mn ed ' ,| A ‘ Pf P rlS ?“" s ■“ tlle ‘righcr class are placed in large cells at 
night, w Inch cot ta „ three beds each, bat this circumstance arises ont of the or gin 

.:;S 

^.^^■rnlEntLt. 

The trades carried on upon the male side are tailoring, shoe-making and weaving ex 

a nrodi ''dm a eff,?rf t ,r T“ ll ”' re P airs and cleaning of the building amUard, 
On' tte female side? wa!w ’SSU^TKiTV'* ■ f 

"'NothinTca 1 T ,read -" hee !’. as » “>«■>■ of discipline in the liwe^dass” “ ILCOmme " d 
their du.yAnd tl, f!h"7 e ma1c Jde “r m ®^“pp™b»Tio^ rr °Ml“? r 4 f 

muS 2aX g =t^i“e'r ^ *“ 

• We have m oor General Report noticed the means of addition to the accommodation of 
this prison, which have been pointed ont by the governor accommodation of 

On the whole we have every satisfaction in making onr report on this penitentiary Tile 
cleanliness, regularity, system of book-keeping, and whole interior system corned near 
as wc can imagine those of any institutions to do, to the complete fulfilment o“hfim^- 
uons of the Legislature, and of the regulations prescribed for its government. 



Kilmainham Gaol. 

W ; E , % re concerned to find this prison again embarrassed in its interior relation h. 
for cSItin 0m thC CUU ? Ue3 > who now occu Py an hospital which would suffice as a°work room 
for carrying on manufacture to a considerable extent. This difficulty is nwin-r tn it,,. A t ” 
•.tending the hulk at Kingstown, and until the gaol ?,* wS™ 

cor reeled !** ” e ™P t °''“’“‘ .uspended. This diflfculty will speedily £ 

i 493- ' E Tbe 
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Dublin The purport of our last Report was to bear our testimony to the cleanly state of the gaol, 
District, which aims at nothing more than to he a receptacle for the safe custody of prisoners,' and 

' ■' as such if. is tolerably well regulated; but.it is wholly devoid of any thing like a system 

which can improve the habits of the prisoners, or render confinement salutary or productive 
through the medium of their labour. On these points the establishment is still at a stand 
and we consider the regulations of messing, state of day rooms, &c. and whole interior, as 
much below most other county gaols. We have the more lamented these deficiencies in 
the prison of the county of Dublin, as we had looked to it as a perfect system which would 
prove beneficial beyond its own walls, and become a school for the instruction of officers 
from other gaols; and as we had also been convinced that the spirited attempts made by 
the Rev. Mr. Nixon, to carry on manufacture in the prison, owed its failure to those officers 
who ought to have laboured for its success. On the whole, wc have no satisfaction in 
reporting on any part of Kihnainhaui gaol, with the exception of the female side, which 
has happily come under that species of moral government, and enjoyed the. advantages of 
that example which alone can produce the fruit of real improvement in the prison. Under 
Mrs. Buyly, the matron, this class have been kept regularly to work, and so instructed as to 
produce effects of the most striking nature, which we have alluded to in our General Report; 
in short, in passing from the male to the female side of Kihnainham, a visitor of any ex- 
perience can at once perceive a change to a different moral atmosphere, which reflects as 
much credit on the one side, as it does discredit on the other. 

The tread-wheel is scarcely in operation, and the machinery out of order. Until the visit 
of the Inspector-general, the governor and head turnkey were even ignorant of the measure- 
ment of the steps, or the number on the circumference of the wheel. 

The prison dresses of the gaol being party-coloured, we recommend strongly to the com- 
mittee of the grand jury to substitute grey or blue jackets and trowsers, the effect of a party- 
coloured dress being, in our opinion, injurious in its effects upon the minds and feelings of 
the prisoners, and calculated to militate against any system intended for their improvement 
in that respect. 

A reference having been made to us with respect to the introduction of the potatoe diet 
for two days in each week, we have reported our opinion against the change, as there are 
no separate cooking kitchens in the prison, and the cooking of potatoes in the tlav rooms 
tends to dill and disorder. We object extremely to the present system of giving to the 
prisoners possession of their tins and milk for the da}', and permitting them to pul their tins 
on the fire. In every gaol the meals should be served regularly on trays, and the utensils 
should only remain in the day rooms during meal hours. The correction of this system 
however could only be connected with a whole train of regulations, which would imply not 
improvement, but the first introduction of any tiling that deserves the name of interior 
regulation in the prison. 

We consider the state of Kilmainham as calling for an immediate inquiry, in which we 
are anxious to afford our assistance. 



Officers Salaries : 



Local Inspector 


- - - £.200 


Surgeon - 


- 100 


Chaplains 


- 60 


Gaoler - 


300 


Deputy ditto - 


- 100 


Turnkeys 


53 


Clerk - 


80 


Matron - 


30 


Schoolmaster - 


3 o 



£. 952 - - 



Newgate. 

HAVING again inspected this prison we are only confirmed in the opinion, that there 
is no practicable remedy for its deficiencies as the gaol of the city of Dublin, and that the 
erection of a new prison is indispensable. In support of this opinion we offer the following 
reasons;- — 

1st. No further relief to this, gpol by committals to the Richmond bridewell can be 
afforded, as that prison is, with respect to cells, already over crowded ; and the magistrates 
contemplate the building an additional number of cells in that prison. 

2d. Notwithstanding the accommodation afforded by Richmond Bridewell and Smitbfield 
Penitentiary, the present state of Newgate is. so crowded on the male side that it is impos- 
sible, in such a scene of contusion, either to employ, to classify, or even to cover the 
nakedness- of the prisoner** . . 

3 <l. The iucreese of committals in Bubliiumiy much be attributed to the state of this 
gaol. A great proportion of both tfie male and female prisoners, are persons who, althoagh 
committed for comparatively trivial offeuces, and for a. very. short period, are of the most 
depraved morals, who lead vicious and disorderly lives, are recommitted over and over 
again, and are nuisauces to the public. For the correction of such offenders no provision 

can 
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rail be made in this gaol, either by hard labour or solitary confinement; and we have no Dublin 

doubt that if those persons were placed under proper regulations, and under a system of District, 

punishment, it would much tend to lessen the number of recommittals. 1 v 

4th. While it is admitted that the class of offenders thus described are encouraged by 
idleness, and also contaminated by intercourse with each other, the want of a proper gaol 
prevents the application of a remedy ; and the continuance of a want of employment must 
ever increase the evil, and also present a bar to the exertions of the officers, schoolmaster 
and matron, to carry on a better system in the other classes. 

5th. We conceive that the diminution of committals which might be expected by a good 
system of labour, &e. with the reduction of the expense of the dietary which good cooking 
kitchens would render practicable, would much counterbalance the amount of the annual 
instalments which the new prison would involve. 

6th. We add, as our last reason for considering a new gaol necessary, the present state 
of Newgate: — 



Class. 


Number of Celts. 


Number of Day Bourns. 


Dimensions of Yards. 


Number of ■ 
Prisoners. 


N° 


4 rooms, 22 beds 


- 4 - 


20 feet 4 inch, long, by 17 feet 6 inch, broad 


72 




24 

12 


1 room, 20 feet by 17 


55 feet 6 inch, long, by 32 feet 9 inch, broad 


100 




feet 4 inches, 
circular, lyfeetdia- 


55 j feet long, by 28 broad - 


(>5 




16 


meter. 


55 feet 4 inches, by 17 feet broad 


30 




6 rooms, 11 cells 


3 


55 \ feet long, 3C | feet broad ... 


1 1 



ft is only doing justice to the officers of this prison to state, that so far as circumstances 
will admit, the system is well carried on. The cells and yards are very clean, and the day- 
rooms less offensive and unwholesome than could be supposed, from the distressing state ot 
crowding, which is unavoidable. An advantage will arise by the immediate removal of 
convicts, when the hulk at Kingstown is ready for their reception. 

On the female side, under the most discouraging difficulties, the work of improvement 
<»oes steadily forward, and the instances of apparent reformation have been of the most 
encouraging nature. And we have no doubt, that if the Ladies Committee and Matron had 
the means of disposing of the disorderly class, by placing them in solitary confinement, and 
at hard labour, and also of better classifying the remainder of the females, a truly gratifying 
scene would soon be exhibited in Newgate. .... 

We feel it right to advert to a point which we understand has arisen, out of an opinion 
given in the Report of the “ Irish Association for the improvement of prisons and prison dis- 
cipline;” viz. that shortening the periods of imprisonment, and adding solitary confinement 
to the punishment, would tend to diminish crime. It has been falsely concluded, that such 
a change of system would lessen the quantum of accommodation required in a prison. 
We ou the contrary consider, that such a change (if adopted) would require an addition to, 
and a superior description of prison accommodation. . . 

The object of solitary confinement under the humane and wise principles ol our law is, 
not to place the prisoner in a state of bodily suffering, but so to detach him from the society 
of his fellow men as to force him to reflection, and thereby to produce a beneficial effect 
upon his mind. This system of discipline absolutely requires, that to each individual 
should be allotted such a room or cell as can afford reasonable bodily coinfort and space 
sufficient to carry on industry within it; and it must be evident, that such an arrangement, 
if extended to many prisoners (as exemplified in the general penitentiaries), would require 
such a scale of accommodation as would more than counterbalance any saving ot robin 
which would arise from the introduction of shorter periods of confinement ; and con- 
sequently such a system would rather furnish additional argument in favour of, than a 
reason for dispensing with^a new gaol. 

Officers and Salaries : 

Local Inspector 
’ Chaplains 

Physician 
Surgeon 
Gaoler - 
Deputy ditto - 
Turnkeys 
Matron - 
Clerk - 

Schoolmaster - 
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£.410 - - for city gaols. 

- 100 - - each, ditto. 

- 400 - - 

- 229 - - 

- 400 - - 

- 20b - - 




7 s - - 

20 - - 
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Dublin 

District. 



Smilh field Penitentiary, 

THIS institution, admirable in principle for the moral government of juvenile offenders 
and for the reception of certain classes of females tinder sentence of imprisonment now 
contains 77 boys and 45 women, for whom there is sufficient accommodation. 

The boys are principally etnploj'ed at the loom, and in performing the necessary offices 
of whitewashing and cleaning the prison ; they are also instructed in the school. 

The females are employed in needle-work, knitting, and in the laundry; and also have 
instruction in reading from the matron of the institution. 

The character of the governor and matron, Mr. and Mrs. Marsden, stands justly high in 
the opinion of the magistrates who visit and superintend the penitentiary; and so far as 
good example, steady, yet mild treatment, and anxious care for the moral improvement 
of the prisoners, can secure a good system, we are most willing to bear our testimony in 
favour of them. 

Having however in our Report of last year stated publicly, that we were “ not so much 
“ satisfied as we expected to be, with the attention paid, either to the cleanliness or order 
“ of the rooms and bedding, or to the clothing of the prisoners, &c.” and having- offered 
some suggestions which have been wholly unattended to, we feel called upon to advert again 
to the same points. 

Our experience, as well as the practice of all schools established for large numbers of boys, 
and conducted with the advantages of modern improvement, bear 11s out in the opinion, 
that there is no part of the moral government of the young more important than the 
accustoming them to a system of strict discipline throughout the routine of the day. Bells 
should ring to mark the time for rising, breakfast, school, work, relaxation, dinner, &c. 
Each turnkey should have the exclusive charge of a certain number of boys, and should be 
obliged to parade his class with order and silence on each of these occasions, and to place 
them to the appointed employment. The clothing should be put 011 with strict uniformity : 
no buttons to be wanted, or holes in any part of the clothing. The boys should be taught 
to form in line, to open and close their ranks, and to file with regularity and silence from 
one part of the penitentiary to another, as occasion requires. In the school wc recommend 
• that the system of the model school of the “ Society for the Education of the Poor” 
should be adopted, and that the master should be instructed in that school. It would also 
be found advantageous to the turnkeys if they could be permitted to see the system of the 
Hibernian Military School. 

The means we leave to the managers of the institution ; but we are obliged to report, that 
in all the mechanical part of the moral government of juvenile offenders (which we con- 
ceive to Conn a most essential part of the system) which is brought to so great perfection in 
the present institutions for the education of youth, this peniteutiary is very deficient; and 
we respectfully urge upon the grand jury to co-operate with us iu endeavouring to correct 
the system on this most important particular. 



Gross amount of work for the last year - - £-579. 15. of. 

Net profit - 313 . i 9 . 8. 



Richmond Bridewell. 



THIS prison, for the reception of males and females sentenced to a period of imprison- 
ment exceeding six months, has been progressively improving, and is now most efficient 
for the purposes for which it is intended, and a credit to the magistracy of the city of 
Dublin and to the officers of the establishment. The moral improvement and work of the 
female classes are very gratifying ; and on the male side the prisoners are well instructed, 
clothed, and steadily kept to work ; anrl the general order and cleanliness of the prison and 
yards is most satisfactory. 

The prison is less crowded than it was on the day of our last, inspection. It is, however, 
to be lamented that a day of labour cannot be followed in this bridewell by a night of reflec- 
tion in a solitary cell; and although the crowding of the prisoners is less distressing than 
it was, three cots are still placed in many of the Cells. 

The following is the present distribution of numbers and employment : — 

Males — Weaving 
Tailors - 
Shoemakers - 
Tread-wheel - 
•Other employment 




4 
1 1 



- 42 

*35 in 63 cells. 



Females — Weaving 
Spinning 
Needle work - 
Carding 
Laundry 
Other works - 



- 29 

- . 12 

5 

- 4o 

104 in 37 cells 

Total 
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Total amount of work for .1824 - £.1,144. S. s'J. Dublin 

Net profit for - - ditto ----- 601. d. u. District. 

•The. prison admits of being made available for a greater number of prisoners (with sepa- 
rate cells) than it now affords, and the magistrates are keeping that object in view, and 
■purpose gradually to increase the accommodation. 

The tread-wheel is conducted with great regularity in this prison ; the power of the wheel 
•is as yet only applied to raising water, but it is in contemplation to add machinery lor 
grinding corn, and to add a bakery to this establishment for the supply of all the prisons 
in the city. We have no doubt that the zeal which is manifested on the part of the magis- 
tracy', local inspector, and governor of this institution, will .give effect to this and otner 
•plans for its improvement, and that the Richmond Bridewell will rank among the most 
useful and beat regulated establishments in the empire. 



Four Courts Marshahea. 

THIS Marshalsea is the prison of the court of King’s Bench, established for the custody 
‘of persons confined for debt after the return of the writ. The prisoners are removed from 
the several county gaols on the return of the writ, or afterwards removed by habeas 
•corpus. 

• It is regulated under the control of a local inspector and marshal, with inferior officers, 
and under rules and regulations established by the court of King’s Bench in pursuance 
of the 50th Geo. III. c. 103, s. 73, Sec. by which the fees are regulated. 

A considerable emolument arises to tbe marshal from rent and fees established by the 
, court. The rates of the apartments, let to either one or more prisoners, are painted upon 

• tire door of the room. The prison is closed at night, and all persons obliged to retire to 

• their apartments, strangers being excluded from the Marshalsea. Tbe tap is placed under 
strict rules, and all spirituous liquors forbidden. 

; The prison consists of three classes of persons^ viz. 

1. Persons paying rent for rooms. 

2. Common-hall prisoners, paying it/, per night. 

3. Pauper prisoners. 

• These classes have heretofore been indiscriminately mixed in the prison, except with 
•respect to the different apartments 10 which they are entitled, the yards being common 

to all. No regular dietary could be established, and the allowance of bread to paupers was 
confined to twenty individuals. 

Since our last Report tbe estimate has been carried into execution for the belter separa- 
tion of the yards, and the classification for which the work was intended may now be 
- effected, the tap abolished, and some regulation established for servants, which may 

• effectually check the irregularities which have too much prevailed in the prison. 

The present state of the Marshalsea is as follows : — 

1st Class. — Sixty-five gentlemen and respectable persons paying rent for their accom- 
modation, for whom but 35 rooms will be available, viz. 9 double rooms, 
and 26 single rooms. This would upon an average calculation of the 
numbers and rank of the inmates accommodate about fifty with sufficient 
room. The double rooms are . now in general inhabited by three and 
the single rooms by two inmates. 

2d Class. — Forty-three common-hall prisoners, to whom will be available but two 
ranges, with a partition in each, of 40 by 17 feet each in length and 
breadth ; this is an inadequate accommodation. 

3d Class. — Twenty -five paupers, to whom 5 rooms will be available, and afford suffi- 
cient accommodation. 

4th Class. — Two respectable females, to whom 1 room is allotted. 

5th Class. — Three pauper females, to whom 1 room is allotted. 

The female classes are very ill accommodated with respect to a yard, having no other than 
that belonging to the common-hall class of men. 

On the whole it is evident that sufficient accommodation does not exist, and that until 
an addition shall be made upon an extended site, tbe prison must labour under serious 
difficulties, with respect to the comforts of the debtors, and the means of good government. 
A great change for the better we conceive, however, to be very practicable, and we cannot 
but report the general state of the Marshalsea as very discreditable, and the filth and con- 
fusion of the pauper class truly disgraceful. In this class it will now be practicable to bring 
into operation rhe provisions of the Prison Act, and to regulate the dietary; and His 
Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench may now consider the institution prepared for the 
enforcement of such regulations as their Lordships may think expedient to establish. 

We strongly recommend that the system of this prison should be radically altered : fees 
abolished; rents reduced, and brought to the credit of the public; and that the marshal 
should be paid wholly by salary ; and the under officers appointed by the government, and 
placed on salaries. 
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Dublin Sheriffs Prison. 

-District. THIS marshalsea was originally built to prevent the abuse of spunging-houses, and as 
v ' a temporary residence for debtors in transitu to the Four Courts Marshalsea, but from the 
numbers in the latter place, and the desire of many to remain here in preference, it has 
long since become the permanent residence for debtors. We have very maturely considered 
the principle upon which this prison is supported, and we much question its legality. The 
two excepted cases in the Act for the abolition of all rents, are the Four Courts Marshalsea 
and the City Marshalsea; and the Sheriffs Prison appears to us to stand upon precisely the 
same footing as the marshalsea attached to any county or city gaol. 

The prison is improved in cleanliness and order, and the local inspector, Sir Edward 
Stanly, has proposed a plan to effect some classification. 



City Marshalsea. 

NO change has taken place in this very bad prison sitice our last Report, and consequently 
the appearance and state of the building is worse than it was at the time of our last 
inspection. 

There are 30 persons crowded into one miserable room, in which they remain by night 
and day. Their bedding, most deficient in quantity, is ranged upon a long guard bed, on 
which the whole number sleep together. 

The rooms for which rents are paid are in a very dirty state, and the whole establishment, 
both as to structure of the building, and interior slate, is wholly unfit for a marshalsea for 
the city of Dublin, and a disgrace to the prison system of the country. 



St. Sepulchre’s Manor Prison. 

THIS prison remains in the same state in which we reported it last year, deficient in 
every accommodation. The only group whom we found assembled together in the common 
hall, were employed at card playing, smoking, &c. in a room which presented, as did the 
prisoners, a melancholy picture of filth and wretchedness. 

In our General Report we have stated our opinion on this class of prisons, and we trust 
that we shall not be called upon to report upon them under their present regulations 
another year. 

St. Donore Manor Prison. 

THIS is the prison attached to the Seneschal’s Court, in the Earl of Meath’s liberty. 
We were gratified to find no prisoners in confinement at the period of our last inspection, 
as the want of provision for their reception remains as reported last year. 



Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

WE are gratified in reporting a great improvement in the interior regulation, cleanliness 
and attention of the under officers and servants of the establishment, since our inspection of 
last year. The sewers and water closets still remain in a defective state, the use of many 
of the latter discontinued. 1 

No alteration has taken place in the dietary. Two chaplains have been appointed within 
the last year. 1 v 

The total accommodation of the house consists of 198 cells, together with 16 rooms for 
convalescents, exclusive of the day-rooms and apartments of officers and servants. At 
present the number of patients amount to 253, of this number there are 146 incurable cases, 
which should be removed to the lunatic wards of the House of Industry were it not that 
the accommodation in that establishment is unequal to the number of applicants for 
admission. This inconvenience we have pointed out in our General Report. 

A morning report book has been established within the last year, which exhibits to the 
eye or any visitor the state of the institution, the number employed, and nature of their 
work ; and also the names of all patients under coercion, stating the nature of that coercion, 
and the authority under which it has been imposed. 

The number under any restraint in the house on the day of our inspection amounted to 
but eight patients, principally confined to the use of the muff, and but one instance of a 
patient fastened to his bed. 



State of the Asylum : 

Remained in the House 5th January 1824 - 
Received from January 1824 to January 1825 



Recovered - _ 

Released on trial - . 

Unrelieved ______ 

Transferred to House of Industry 
Died 

Remain in the hospital - 

Total - 



- 


236 


' 




Total - 


- 388 


- 78 




- 9 




2 




- 30 




- 21 




- 248 




■ 388 





There 
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There are ten classes with yards, 5 of males, and 5 of females; viz. 

1 Class convalescent, each six. 

3 Classes, various shades of tranquil patients. 

1 Class of refractory. 

122 Patients were at work on the day of our inspection, employed in gardening, weaving, 
-spinning, needlework, knitting and reading; patients are also found efficient in washing and 
cleaning the house and yards. 

We suggested in our last Report, that it might be expedient on the admission of patients 
that the visitors of this institution should require security from the persons recommending 
each patient, that they would again receive and provide for them in the event of their 
case proving to be incurable. 

We should again recommend such a caution in cases, where there should not be sufficient 
room in the House of Industry, to be adopted under a bond and penalty. 



Lunatic Asylum, House of Industry. 

SINCE the period of our last Report, Mr. Jackson, the moral superintendent of this 
establishment, (under Colonel Morris, the governor of the House of Industry,) has been 
appointed to the Lunatic Asylum at Belfast. He has been replaced by a gentleman of the 
same name, and the general state of the pauper lunatics is still very creditable to the 
establishment to which this asylum is attached. 

In the arrangements made on the appointment of a new superintendent, Colonel Morris 
has effected a material object to this institution, by allotting part of the salary ol the super- 
intendent to his wife, who acts as matron, and the duties performed by whom are very 
valuable. 

We have had the satisfaction to find a continuance of the same mild treatment of which 
we reported favourably in the last year. 

The male patients are generally employed in cultivating the garden, assisting the beadles 
in carrying coals and provisions, washing potatoes, and sweeping the court-yards ol the 
house. ... 

The females are employed in making the clothing and bedding of the house, in spinning 
flax, knitting stockings, quilting, and assisting in cleaning the house. 

The patients, male and female, receive a small premium in money on Saturdays for the 
work they execute in the week. . 

Since our last Report there have been erected at the rear of the lunatic wards ten cells, 
for the occasional restraint of such patients as may become refractory iu the wards. 



Present state of the House : 





Number 


Number 


Number 




of Bedi. 


of Patient 1. 


of Servant!. 


Male Lunatic Wards 


150 


149 


11 


Female - - ditto - 


224 


«4 


H 


Male Lunatic Cells - 


33 


33 


6 


Female - - ditto ----- 


62 


62 


7 




+69 


468 


48 



In the male department there are 68 epileptic and idiot patients; and in the female 
department there are 114 idiots and epileptic cases; the remainder of each class are 
incurable lunatics. 



Private Lunatic Asylums, Finglas. 

THESE establishments continue on the same footing as we reported them last year, under 
the care of 

Doctor Harty - - - Combining 18 rooms for ladies and gentlemen. 

Doctor Jackson - - Ditto ------ ditto. 

Mr. Gregory - - - This asylum has been enlarged within the last year, and 
now makes up 40 beds. 

The rooms afford good accommodation, and every pains seem to be taken to render them 
available to the present comfort of the patients and to promote their cure, without any un- 
necessary restraint. In these three establishments we saw but one instance (in the establish- 
ment of Mr. Gregory) of the strait waistcoat being used, and in this instance the patient 
was walking in the garden. 

Gardens and pleasure grounds are attached to each. 
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•Dublin Lunatic dsylum, Donmjbrook. 

Dlstnct ' ■ THIS asylum is established by the Society of Friends out of their own funds, and receive 
j 8 patients: at present but 6 men and 3 lemales are in the house. The patients pay for 
their support according to their ability, several now inmates not being able to afford more 
than one-third of the actual amount of expense attending their maintenance and care. 

When applicants from the society do not fill the asylum, the governors are permitted to 
receive five patients not belonging to it. 

The system is admirably conducted.; the treatment of the patients humane and kind - 
and tiie establishment in a most creditable state of order and cleanliness. 

St. Patrick's Hospital. 

FOR lunatics and idiots, founded by Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s. 

The governors incorporated by charter are composed of many of the highest official 
characters for the time being, with some members elected. 

Under such guardianship, the interests of the institution are certain of being well attended 
to. The patients are accommodated with good apartments, and with yards for air 
and exercise. The present governor, Mr. Campbell, is an officer well qualified for his 
situation. 



North District. 



Couuti/ of Antrim Gaol. 

North NO material alteration has taken place in this gaol since last inspection. Every exertion 
District, is made by the local inspector, assisted by the other officers, to establish system and 
- ' discipline; but the want of accommodation for classification and labour, and the bad 

• structure of thisprison, must ever act as a preventive to great moral improvement and good 
order. I trust the attention of the grand jury will be called to this serious defect, as 1 fear 
any minor alterations I could recommend, short of an addition, will not avail. The benefit 
derived from the school, and in the female department from the matron, holds out 

• encouragement to incur some expense in extending the accommodation of cells and work- 
rooms. The reduced. dietary has created a saving to the county ; and the convicts will, be 
removed immediately after the assizes to a hulk ordered by Government, at Kingstown, 
which will also economize the county funds. Stones should be provided, to enable the 
keeper to give hard labour to convicted criminals, by breaking them for the roads. There 
are no work-rooms, and only 62 cells for the criminals of this large county. 

The legal classification for prisoners cannot be carried into effect with the present accom- 
modation, and consequently the tried and untried associate together. The food is cooked 
in one kitchen, which creates cleanliness and order; but the want of employment for male 
prisoners is a serious evil. 

Officers Salaries : 



Local inspector 


- 


- 


- 


£. 100 — — 


Chaplains 


- 


- 




40 - - 


Physician 


- 


- 


- 


80 - - 


Gaoler - 


- 


- 


- 


300 - - 


Matron- 


- 


- 


- 


20 - - 


Schoolmaster - 


_ 


- 


- 


30 - 


Nurse-tender - 


- 


- 


- 


- . 26 guineas 


1 Turnkey 


- 


- 


- 


42 


2 Ditto 


- 


- 


- 


34 - - 


•3 Ditto . 


- 


- 


- 


- ■ 34 - - 



Town of Cnrrirkfcrgus Gaol. • •• 

THIS. .gaol remains in every respect in the same state as it was last year, devoid of all 
■legal accommodation, and cousists only of 4 rooms; but I' find, by a communication with 
the mayor, that it is still in contemplation to erect a small prison on a new site, the plan of 
which I have forwarded to him. If the grand jury will, at this assizes, present the sum of 
700/ 1 am satisfied it will provide the necessary accommodation; and have no doubt 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant will, (if required), advance the money, under the Act 
3 Geo. IV. c. 04, clause 50, to be repaid by instalments, free of interest. 

Officers and Salaries : 

Local inspector 
Gaoler - 
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Belfast House of Correction. 

breaking stones for the high road and streets- In- ihu*" Every male prisoner is occupied 
and. school instruction, I believe as much wood Jiff , T "’ s l’""'sliuietit with industry 
wail, of a common ninety gaol. Z tefdlnv ■“ b ° «P“ tcl1 " ithi " > ba 

fewer committals have occurred since hard labni/h f i mn g ls traLes and officers is, that 
striking example of the possibilitv of 3 £*” astabl.shcd; and this gait i 5 „ 

building is ill constricted tb lisificltion "S sccnZ ‘ B ,” d T™’ evm >l,e 
and u yards, and the walls are mS buSnSk* ' ? C,n ® but 18 for 
Prisoner, and „ more yards, ’ 9tn e Am a «»««• «» for each 

discipline. I do not mean by this to controvert the frm' P"*™ 1 ex ™P le of strict prison 
of moral reformation, which arise from kind ,,,d t 2 ? “M'sfc>ory results, in the way 
occur from judicious management and selection on the - and '\ lndl often 

persons in their visits, and reasoning with the nrisnn«. P b . “If a ', ns or benev ' ,Ie " t 

.school uwtMjhltL 1 ^ a "matron; a good 

winch are regularly kept, and lie receives iUeaving the 7nol” t The“ *' ' lbe «*ouuu of 
? <Ia J-rooms, o work rooms, and 2 yards in this nrifnn ,1° ' i f 01,1 3° ceIls > 

in the yards; there is a chapel but no’rwulnrifi ’ 1 ie ,nen break the stones m sheds 
have kindly attended to most of my suggestions ’ “f , boar(l ot su P er 'ntendence 

at other prisons. J suggestions. The salary ot the matron is smaller than 



Salaries of Officers : 



Local Inspector 

Chaplains 

Surgeon 

Governor 

Deputy D* 

Turnkey 

Matron - 



- £- 5 ° 
40 
30 
8o 
3° 
20 



Antrim Bridewell. 

grand jury j I have seen the plan and site and thev f! • 1 7 ' 10 be au bmitted to the 

prison consists only of u wretched cells, devoid of 111 legal 23L"* Th * °' d 

Lisburn Bridewell. 

° f , 2 r 11 dark »w»* 

erhap, it would be unnZsarTm emet a Zw .Jf' 11 . n, ' le * ,* r »'a Belfast prison, and 
-•gaily be used as a luck-up house for u few hours till a*roSmhte “ 5"° onl f 

Ballimena and Bally money. 

are B „o! u, E ed VErXS “* ab °“' ‘° be er “ ted in «» -0™, and the old dungeon. 



r; 



Belfast 
Lisburne - 
Ballimena 
Ballyinoney 
Ballycaslle 
Glenarn - 
Broughshane 
Clough 
Toome 
Port Glenone 



two rooms, 
one ditto, 
one black-hole, 
one ditto 
two small room*, 
two ditto, 
two ditto, 
two ditto, 
one ditto, 
one ditto. 



*em, e rir.t«° coined fOT ? nd ”7 ™‘ 1 f°""d 

The paupers complained that they were not suoohrf'-Zh'T® °j-* bo "* e .'; Southfield, 
blankets, straw, file, or food y supplied, as the law directs, with bedsteads, 
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County of Armagh Gao/. 

THIS U originally an ill-construcleil prison for inspection or classification, and having 
only 1 8 separate cells, a perfect system of discipline (including reformation and punish- 
ment) cannot be established ; so much depends on separation of classes, and the means of 
solitary confinement and hard labour. 

I have given the subject much consideration, and am ol opinion that the most eco- 
nomical and useful method the' grand jury can pursue, is to erect a new gaol on another 
site, and sell the present gaol and ground to reimburse a part of the expense. The board 
of superintendence called a special meeting on the day of my inspection, and were satisfied 
that something should he done to increase the accommodation. They requested me io 
send them a plan for a new gaol, which they would lay before the grand jury for consider- 
ation, with their recommendation. I have accordingly directed an architect to prepare one. 
Air. Waugh, the acting local inspector, lias effected every thing that zeal and intelligence 
could do, as to- regulating the interior economy of the prison, and in this respect it is in 
a very creditable state. He is about to try, at my suggestion, breaking stones as a general 
employment for the criminals, which is practised with success at Belfast. 

An increased number of solitary cells are required; and a general cooking kitchen for 
all classes, which would secure regularity at meals; the females of all descriptions, tried and 
untried, are together for want of accommodation. 

The hospital is too small. 

The governor pays and appoints his turnkeys, which is subversive of discipline and 
check. 

The departments of the matron and schoolmaster is well conducted. I submitted all these 
things to the board of superintendence, and recommended a code of printed regulations to 
be established. 

Salaries of Officers : 



Local Inspector - - - - - - £. 50 - - 

Chaplains 40 - - each. 

Surgeon - - - - - - 100 - - 

Apothecary - - • - - - - - 3 ° — “ 

Governor - - - - - - - l 55 ~ ~ 

Firsl Turnkey - - - - - - 25 - - 

Second Turnkey - -- -- - 20 - - 

Schoolmaster - - - - - 32 - - 

Matron - - - - - - - 32 - - 

Hospital Nurse - -- -- - 4 - - 



Ballihot Newry Bridewell- 

NO alteration has taken place in the struciure of this prison since my last inspection. 
A new keeper has been appointed, who keeps the cells and furniture very clean. It consists 
of a large house, but only two cells are allotted for prisoners, and one small yard in commou 
for them and the keeper. A small presentment would make this an efficient bridewell, by 
fitting up some of the keeper’s rooms for criminals, and repairing the walls of a large yard 
in the rear. It is a large commercial town, very distant from the county gaol, and the prison 
is crowded to excess at sessions. 

Food, fuel and blankets arc provided for the prisoners, and the quarterly returns are 
regularly forwarded to me. The officiating clergyman is kind enough to act as local 
inspector. 

Lurgan Bridewell. 

I have again to report this prison as devoid of all legal accommodation. It consists of 
two dungeons four feet under the level of the street, unventilated, and declared to be un- 
wholesome by Mr. Wilson, the infirmary surgeon, who l requested to see it. There is no 
yard, privy or pump ; yet several prisoners were lodged here at the last sessions. It is the 
worst bridewell in use in my district, and in any event I think the grand jury should not 
allow it to be used as a prison; the King’s Bench regulations cannot be complied with. 

Bedsteads and blankets were provided at in v former inspection under the Act of Parlia- 
ment; the pauper prisoners aic fed, and the quarterly returns are seut to my office. The 
officiating clergyman is ready to act as local inspector. 

Market Hill Bridewell. 

1 HIS place of confinement consists only of two cells, and is but five miles from the 
county gaol. It 'is, however, under repairs and some additions, a small sum being pre- 
sented for it at last assizes, and consequently it is intended to be kept up and furnished. 

Newtown Hamilton Bridewell. 

FH-E sessions are no longer held in this town, which is only eight miles from the county 
gaol. The bridewell consists ol two cells, and no accommodation of yards, privy or pump. 
1 think it may be dispensed with ; but if retained as a small prison, the above additions are 
necessary to make it legal. 
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Provincial Lunatic Asylum. North 

I inspected the. entire of this new building in company with Mr. Waugh, one of the ' 

Commissioners, and the superintendent Mr. Jackson, appointed lately by Government ; it 
is finished and ready for occupation. Some delay has been occasioned by the want of funds 
and the necessary arrangements on commencing a public establishment. 1 have long known 
Mr. Jackson as a superintendent in a similar department at the House of Industry, and I 
expect from his intelligence, a good example will be shown of the manner in which such an 
asylum should be conducted. 



County of Carlow Gaol. 

THIS gaol is not a modern one, and consequently does not possess all the advantages to 
be gained by inspection from the governor’s apartments, and by the classification and work 
rooms provided for in all new building-; however there are sufficient cells for the average num- 
ber of prisoners, and a creditable system might be carried on if the zeal and attention of the 
keeper was applied to it. But I have seldom inspected a gaol where more slovenliness was 
discernable; and nothing short of the determined interference of the board and grand jury, 
and their occasional visits to enforce regularity, will avail. Colonel Rochford was kind 
enough to attend on the day of my inspection, and I suggested such alterations of the 
system now pursued as I considered calculated to restore order and discipline; and I trust 
the grand jury will give elFect to them and provide the means when necessary. The 
following things should be immediately attended to : — 

ist. To provide permanent employment for every prisoner; and I have recommended 
breaking stones for the yards and streets, which has succeeded in other prisons, and 
produced a profit. 

2d. The four yards require a deep coat of broken stones and powder to dry them. 

3d. There is no chapei. The school room should be divided by a railing to separate the 
sexes, and fitted up for worship ; it would also answer for the school. 

4th. A turnkey or assistant should be provided by the county for the gaoler, and should 
be chosen and paid for by the county. A turnkey paid and chosen by the keeper is no 
check or security whatever ; work cannot be carried on without a person to oversee it. 

5th. The contractor should be obliged to bring the meal and milk in time, and regularity 
of hours for meals established. 

6th. A qualified rnatrou (unconnected with the gaoler) should be appointed, and clean- 
liness established in every department. 

7th. Some prison dresses, bedsteads and blankets, should be ordered to supply 
deficiencies. 

8th. Sheds should he erected against the inside walls of the yards to break the stones in. 

9th. The strictest orders should be given not to admit food from the friends of prisoners, 
and that each should have a separate cell, as far as practicable. 

The accommodation this gaol affords consists of 4 yards, 8 small kitchens, 39 cells, and 
3 rooms, for a marshalsea. The school is carried on in a creditable manner. 



Local Inspector 


Salaries of Officers : 


£.40 - - 


Chaplains 


- 


- 


- 


30 - - each. 


Surgeon 


- 


- 


- 


100 - - 


Gaoler - 


- 


- 


- 


100 - - 


Schoolmaster - 




. 


_ 


12 - - 


Matron - 




- 


- 


12 - - 


Clerk 


- 


- 




so — 



Tullow Bridewell. 

A new court-house and bridewell have been presented for in this sessions town, and I hope 
wi 11 soon be commenced. The bridewell part tias not yet been approved of by bis Excel- 
lency' the Lord Lieutenant. The old cell is devoid of all legal accommodation, and should 
not be used; it must be very unwholesome, and there is reason to apprehend persons have 
reached the county gaol from this place in a state of fever, which makes it particularly 
desirable that the magistracy should not commit prisoners there. 

County of Donegal Gaol. 

THE additional building to the gaol, which 1 reported on last year, is in a great state of 
forwardness, and will, I hope, be ready for occupation next summer; till that period 1 can 
make no report on the classification anil discipline of this prison, as its crowded state, and 
the want of work and day rooms, precludes the possibility of either being carried to any 
extent. The interior management is considerably improved under the inspection ot the 
Rev. Mr. Forster, the local inspector, and Mr. Fenton, the governor. The board of super- 
intendence have adopted my suggestion of cooking all the provisions together, and admit 
its tendency’ to cleanliness and economy; and the female department, under the matron, is 
better managed than formerly. A regular schoolmaster is required, from which source so 

ranch 
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e'mplo meat 1 h"* bCe “ ' ler ‘ Vel1 “ 0lher 1>rUons ' es P ecia % in the absence of all other 

there is only one turnkey, which is quite inadequate assistance to the governor of anv 
prison. 1 lie old gaol lias only 30 cells, and no chapel, infirmary, work rooms, or places for 
solitary confinement; consequently the classification of prisoners is abandoned; and the 
tried and untried are mixed together, and no useful labour can be enforced. 



Salaries of Officers : 



Local Inspector 

Chaplains 

Physician 

Gaoler 

Turnkey 

Matron - 

Nurse-tender - 



£. 60 
30 
. 80 



30 



Donegal Bridenfell. 

THIS place of confinement remains in the same state as it was last year, devoid of all 
legal accommodation of yards, pump, privies, bedsteads or blankets, and consists of four 
dark, damp and unventilated cells. It is a sessions town, and at a. great distance from the 
county gaol and the head quarters of the police establishment. The chief constable informed 
me that if it was repaired and added to, it would be of great use to him in the execution of 
nis duty ; and he has since written to me to request something may be done. It is so illeeal 
to place prisoners in it at present that the place must be abolished, under the Act 3 Geo IV 

■ c. 04, s. 30, unless provision is made the next assizes to rebuild it. The rector is willine to 

act as local inspector, without salary, but his efforts would be useless in its present state* as 
the King s Bench regulations could not be obeyed. ’ 

Lelterhenny Bridewell. 

1 IHS place merely consists of two dark unwholesome cells in the market-house, and has 
ceased to be used lor prisoners— as the barrister lias benevolently prevented tho county 
gaoler from lodging prisoners in a place where even the health of prisoners would be 

■ endangeied, ,ir.d where there is neither yard, water, privy, bedsteads, blankets or fire-place. 

it IS .1 laige and populous sessions town, and it appears to me absolutely. necessary that 
keeper! "ranted. 1- the mean 'time the. grand jury need not pay thd 

Lunatic Asylum. 

THE old gaol is occupied with the county lunatics and idiots; 30 of them were in it at 
C 0 ‘ ie f ’■ fed ’ n ," d ki,ully treated » as faras the accommodation admitted of : 
they are to be removed immediately to the new asylum at Armagh. There did not appear 
c-ire" 6 ^ abUSe w iatever ex| stiug in this temporary aud benevolent provision for their 



County of Down Gaol. 

tmc| t .'!S C F 1 !. Iast ,>' e “ r ’ s inspection the new gad, on a most extensive scnle, has been con- 
iT o f n ’.h^ ind's ni progress; it Is on the radial plan, and 60,000 1. has been presented 
it on the county Till this shall be finished nothing but a defective system can be 

■ expected for want ot class, fication. Whatever zeal caS effect has been done by Mr 

iamilton, the local inspector; and- the grand jury has evinced a ready disposition to 

■ comply wit , my suggestions, for the alterations and rules absolutely necessary for the 
management ot the present gaol, till the new. one shall be prepared for the recention of 

, prisoners. The extravagant dietary, which was formerly sold or exchanged by fhe prt 
soncrs, has been reduced to the standard of the Act, and has produced I he best effects • Ld 
the introduction ot hard labour will tend to making the prison a place of punishment rather 
benefit 1 ?lhe pH“,mrs. Ce ' A “'“ r0n h “ b '“ a PP ointel1 ' aild sohoofis carried on with 

■ 8 T ce'lsTd r! i a S fci r d‘ 1 hi re ' C,ea " ing l ,i,e . y a,ds should 1,0 gravelled. There arc only 

•gonsbl'X?^ “"■> “ ,e oo-eqnenlly can 



Salaries of Officers: 

Local Inspector 
Chaplains - - _ 

Surgeon - 

Apothecary 

Gaoler - 

1 Turnkey - - ... 

2 .Ditto 

3 Ditto - - - . • 

Matron - -- •- - 

Schoolmaster- - 



- £. 100 - - 

30 - - each. 
50 - - 
30 - - 
200 - — 

30 - - 
30 — 

- 20 - - 
20 - - 
30 - - 
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Neicry Bridewell. 

• NO alteration has taken place in this large building since last year ; it is the old custom- 
house, and has never been fitted up as- a prison. It consists of 6 large rooms anil 
2 yards. I have, at each assizes since my appointment, submitted to the grand jury the 
absolute necessity of some repairs and alterations, by building separate cells. The number 
of prisoners in this large commercial town must ever call for a good bridewell in aid of the 
civil power, and the assistance of the county gaol prevents any advantage being taken of it 
for the suppression of crime. The prison is kept much cleaner than formerly, and the town 
magistrates take a great interest in its welfare. 

Food is provided for pauper prisoners, and the returns are kept; but the prison itself is in 
a dilapidated state, and unsuitable for the safe keeping or discipline of criminals till the 
ground floor shall be divided into small arched cells. 

Hillsboro’ Bridewell. 

THE two dark cells in the market-house are no longer used for the confinement of prisoners. 



Newtown Ards Bridewell. 

THE dungeon in this town has ceased to be used as a bridewell. At the request of the 
Marquis of Londonderry I forwarded to his Lordship a plan for a new prison, and I under- 
stand it is in contemplation to erect one. 



Private Lunatic Asylum ( Downpatrick ). 

I visited Mr. Read’s establishment, and found it as hitherto kept very neat, the 
patients appeared comfortable, and under no undue restraint. 



County of Fermanagh Guol. 

NO alterations have been made in this county gaol since my last inspection, and though 
I have reason to be satisfied with the dean and orderly state of the prison, yet the want of 
employment for the prisoners must ever act against its progressive improvement as to 
discipline. 

The board of superintendence were kind enough to meet me on the day of inspection, 
and I suggested to them the following matters as necessary to establish a good prison system 
in their gaol : — 

Employment for sentenced prisoners, by breaking stone for the roads. 

The sewers to be enlarged, to prevent the swampy state of the yards. 

All the yards require a coat of gravel, or powdered limestone. 

A chapel to be erected. 

A general cooking kitchen fitted up instead of using the day-rooms for it. 

Solitary cells wanted for punishment. 

The turnkey’s appointment or dismissal should be in future approved of by the 
board of superintendence. 

A matron should be appointed. 

The accommodation this gaol affords consists of 36 cells, 12 rooms, 5 day-rooms, 5 yards, 
and an infirmary, but from the construction of the gaol the classification is not sufficiently 
minute. It is as follows : — 

1 . Male debtors. 

2. Female ditto. 

3. Female felons tried and untried. 

4. Felons tried. 

5. Minor criminals tried. 

6. Criminals untried. 

The officers are attentive to their various duties, and the school is well attended to. 



Salaries of Officers : 



Local Inspector 




- 


- 


- £. 100 


Surgeon 


- 


- 


- 


70 


Chaplains 


- 


- 


- 


30 


Gaoler 


- 


- 


- 


120 


ist Turnkey - 


- 


- 


- 


25 


2d Ditto 


- 


- 


- 


20 


Schoolmaster - 


- 


- 


- 


*5 


Nurse-tender - 


- 


- 


- 


10 



493 - 
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District. Enniskillen Marshalsea. 

THIS place of confinement for debtors is under the control 'of the town corporation, and 
the charter enables the mayor to arrest for a sum not exceeding 3/. 6s. 8 d. It consists 
of one large room over the market-house, and has not any legal accommodation of yard 
day-room, privy, pump, fuel or food for pauper prisoners. There are two bedsteads and 
3 pair of blankets. It is a happy circumstance, that the mayor does not often make use of 
his privilege of issuing a decree for the person ; but if ever again to be had recourse to, the 
law is imperative as to the manor providing the necessary accommodation. 

Newtown Butler Bridewell. 

THIS is a sessions town, hut has only a black bole, used for n few hours till the prisoners 
are removed to Enniskillen, and is never occupied at night, so that it ceases to be a 
bridewell. 

King’s County Gaol. 

I regret that it is out of my power to make a favourable report of this gaol. The site 
is bad, ami theconfiued accommodation of cells and yards would be a sufficient excuse fora 
defective classification. But when I consider the various regulations which could be adopted 
and acted on by zealous officers, and totally neglected in this prison, I cannot but consider 
it as one of the worst managed as to interior economy that I have seen in Ireland. The 
rooms and cells were by no means clean ; the prisoners were under no control except that 
of mere safe keeping, and in appearance more like a set of savages than creatures under 
.moral government and punishment. One yard was full of potato pits, the private property 
of the gaoler, who avowed he used it as a place of security. No regularity as to meals; 
and there were no tiekons to confine the straw on the bedsteads. 

The legislative enactments of 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. were for the most part totally neglected : 
no board of superintendence has been appointed; the blankets were old and deficient- 
many cells bad no bedsteads; the accounts were not kept as the Act directs, and the officers 
are not sufficiently frequent in their visits, except the Rev. Mr- Hamilton, the Protestant 
chaplain ; no matron has been appointed, and there is no employment for the prisoners. 

The accommodation this gaol affords consists of 2 yards, 5 very confined kitchens, 
and 32 cells, and all classes ol prisoners tried and untried are together.. 



Officers Salaries : 



Local Inspector - - - - - £.36 - - 

Chaplains - - - . - - - 40 - - each. 

Surgeon - - - - - - 60 - - 

Gaoler - - - - - - 200 - - 

Turnkey - - - - - - - io - - 

Schoolmaster - - - - - - 20 - - 



Parsonstown Bridewell. 

SINCE last inspection this prison has been made a district bridewell by his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant under the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. s. 3c, and from the zealous and ac- 
tive interference of the chairman of the county, Mr. Parsons, and the local inspector, the 
Rev. Mr. Fetherstoue, I have no doubt of its becoming a well-regulated and efficient 
prison for sentenced criminals at quarter sessions. Difficulties have arisen front the. want 
of funds, -which I trust the grand jury will not withhold, and also from the sheriff occu- 
pying a large part of it with debtors, which prevent separating the tried from the untried, 
and the males from females. 

There are two divisions, with yards to each, consisting of 4 rooms, 6 cells, and 2 day- 
rooms. A tread-mill has been erected ; and l suggested the plan of employing the prisoners 
breaking stones for the yards and roads, which is about to be tried. 1 certified for the 
deficiencies of bedsleads and blankets, as the Act directs; and the privies are now put in 
order. The pauper prisoners are fed, and the gaoler is attentive to his duty. 

Shinrone Bridewell. 

THIS prison Qonsists only-of 2 dark small cells in a house where the keeper resides; it is 
not a subject for. regulation as a bridewell, not having legal accommodation ; but so long as 
it is only used as a place bf security Tor a few hours till a constable can be procured to send 
prisoners to Parsonstown it may be useful, but they should not be detained more than one 
night in such a prison. 

Moncygall Bridewell. 

THIS prison consists of only 1 small room in the keeper’s house, and consequently cannot 
properly be considered or regulated as a bridewell. Prisoners can only be detained in it 
a few hours previous to transmission. 
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County of Kilkenny Gaol. 

THIS is the best constructed prison I have seen that has not been erected on the modern 
plan for classification and inspection. It contains 9 yards, 48 separate cells, b day-rooms, 
and 6 work-rooms, with a marshalsea. There is a good school ; and if constant work is 
established for the male prisoners by breaking stones for the roads, and a qualified matron 
appointed to conduct the female department, 1 should not hesitate to report it as one ot 
the best managed gaols in iny district. On any minor defects in practice 1 reported to 
the board of superintendence, who were kind enough to call a special meeting on the day 
of my inspection. The prison, generally speaking, is kept very clean ; and have every 
reason to be satisfied with the manner in which the local inspector, chaplains and governor 
perform their duty. I submitted the following arrangements to the board, and trust that 
the grand jury will provide for them : — 

Some solitary cells to be provided for punishment. Privies to be placed in all the yards, 
and those in the corridors removed. ..... , 

Two cells used as stores for arms to be restored to their legitimate use, and every prisoner 
to have a separate cell when practicable. , , , , , , . 

Permanent labour to be established for all prisoners fed by the county, by breaking 
stones, pounding hemp, and a more frequent use of the tread-mill for the worst class, when 
sentenced to hard labour. To provide every tried prisoner with a gaol dress, lo esta- 
blish a set of printed rules (as at Limerick), under the sanction oi the board of superintend- 
ence, to regulate all the internal affairs of the gaol. ... r 1 

To remove the garden from the infirmary yard, and replace it with gravel, for the usq 
of convalescents. A garden within the walls of a prison opens a door for abuse. 



Nor tli 
District. 



Salaries and Officers: 



Local Inspector 


- 


- 


- 


- £.80 


Chaplains : - 


- 


- 


- 


50 


Physician 


- 


- 


- 


35 


Governor 


- 


- 


- 




Turnkey - 


- 


- 


- 


40 


Schoolmaster - 


- 


- 


- 


3° 


Female Turnkey 


- 


- 


- 


10 



Thomattown Bridewell. 

A NEW sessions house and bridewell have been erected in this town on a neat and appro- 
priate plan. The prison accommodation consists of 2 cells, 1 day-room, a yard and 
‘ivy f{, r males, and 1 room, a yard and privy for females. The keeper’s windows have 
a full view of the entire, and there is sufficient room fora minor bridewell, where prisoners 
are only detained a few days at farthest. The state of the yards, for want of sewers to carry 
off the water, is such as to make the bridewell useless, and the grand jury will doubtless 
order this to be remedied, and a pump to be sunk to provide water for the entire establish- 
ment. The prison in its present state can scarcely be considered in operation, bedsteads 
and furniture not being yet provided, otherwise I should comment severely oh the keeper, 
who seemed to know little of his duty and responsibility, and had the cells dirty’, and occu- 
pied partly with coals and private property. 1 left the regulations with him, and expect an 
attention on his part that will be creditable after the expense incurred, train what I saw 
of him, there is reason to apprehend he will require a watch to be kept on lum by the local 
magistracy. 

Callan Bridewell. 

A new prison is presented for in this town in place of the wretched accommodation 
hitherto afforded, and I hope, at my next inspection, to report it in operation ; the one 
now in use is devoid of all legal accommodation. 



City and County Kilkenny, House of Correction and Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS establishment is carried on in a manner highly creditable to the board that has tho 
management of it. The mendicity department lately united to the house of correction has 
reduced the number or committals to a great degree, and proves the comfort to be derived 
from attending to the wants of the pauper population in the way of lessening crime. 1 can- 
not speak too highly of the keeper of the house correction ; tho cleanliness and order, 
including constant work for every inmate, proves him qualified and deserving of promotion 
should an opportunity offer. The bread and water diet is not conlormaDle to law, as mdk is 
juired. 11 males and 16 females are confined in it. , ,, 

The county lunatic asylum is a neat small building, erected for the purrpose, and well 
idapted for it, consisting of 6 cells for males, and 4 lor females, with a day-room and yards 
to each ; the poor inmates are well attended to, and treated kindly by an intelligent keeper ; 
they are clothed and Jed by the county, and work in the garden; there are 13 male and 
13 females confined at present. 

493- 
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•j City of' Kilkenny Gaol. 

THE structure of this old prison precludes many advantages that would arise from suffirim, 
room, classification and inspection ; it is placed under the court-house, and half of rh» 
accommodation is under the level of the street. The whole consists of 3 yards, m „ I 
4 .small kitchens, 4 solitary cells, and 3 rooms for a innrshalsea ; no chapel infirmary nr 
- work-rooms. Nothing short of a neiv gaol can effectually give all the advantages of a Vo,,,! 
! 'iff j however, much may be done with the most infei ior materials to ameliorate 
.ml improve t.ie condition ol the prisoners; and when 1 find no exertion to accomplish this 
uS eLrh? C “ d h He olheers are unqualified to manage any pnblic establishment, anti 
. “ be ,1,e fi, . cl ller f- No employment, classification or discipline, and scarcely 
any instruction at school, as the master does not attend above three hours in the day anil 
tnslctio“r n J “ '° l ' le P , ' i!0, ' era > which -I discovered coming in even ai 

The hoard of superintendence met me, and I communicated to them such suggestions as 
consrdered practicable in this badly constructed prison, especially as to procttrfg eml i 
m , or ., t l ,e ,[ ,rison 1 ® r * by breaking stones for the streets, and establishing a prison dres P s * 
in each 1 " 1 l le ™ 8 ° * ,e 5 ’ a ‘ ds s ° me ,eel higher, to prevent escapes, and erect privies 

To give special orders as to not admitting food to prisoners fed by the county 
,10 confute the admission of visitors to ttvo days in each week- 

1 0 enforce the constant attendance of the schoolmaster from eight o’clock to locking n, 
1'sUtfm.’ ““ Pa3 ' ““° rdin ^ ’ lle would be made nsefnl to a keeper af aS 
To replace the turnkey by an efficient and practical person. 
stonesTnto. C mPd “ d inlilmM y. which the law requires, and to shed, the yards to break 

To appoint a medical officer os the law directs, 3 Geo.. IV. c: 64, clause 27 and to 
appoint a matron as directed in 3 Geo. IV. c . 64, clause 2q. 7 ’ 

tvitlFihpar!^ grand jury will be induced, at this assittes, to enable the board to . comply 
-.1 ,th these proposals, wind. are the best that 1 can suggest under the circumstances! 

Salaries of Officers : 



Local Inspector 
Chaplains 
Gaoler - 
Turnkey 
Schoolmaster - 



- £- 5 ° 

■ 30 - 

70 - 



- each. 



20 - - 
12 - - 



Count!/ of Kildare Gaol (at Naas.) 

£SSi 

the present state of the gaol. ^ the high load, could be established even in 

Count!/ of Kildare Gaol (at A thy.) 

. no’ i n’„m i „s M |ro n?. C ,?’ ,i f >n ’ t'" M “ T >’ P rison 1 '» TO «er inspected, as there are 
L eree ed ZFedia T m, P n t ;1 l’-t oomH - 1 trust that a ‘small bridewell will 

fo , ! ' ■ d ' l '“ Gn,ce tl,e Iduke of Leinster states shall be 

the ground, to the county; T have seen the site and plan, which 

'Maynooth Bridewell. 

aSat laSl consisting of 2 small 

Duke of Leinster ,s "^1, used; but his® Grace the 

expense to the county; and when this'shlll 1w ? d re , ot a ; P'tvy and pump in it, without 
Act of Parliament. ' Wl be doM > furniture can be proiided under the 
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County of Leitrim Gaol. 




THE new gaol, on the semicircular plan, which I reported last yearns in progress, is 
now finished and occupied ; and my expectations have not been disappointed as to a new 
system of discipline being adopted, which this prison so much required. T have spared no 
pains to explain to the board and the officers the various duties and regulations L considered 
necessary to a well organized gaol, and perseverance in which will produce a diminution of 
crime in the county, and in many instances moral reformation. 

I have reported fully on all these points to the grand jury, and look forward in the course 
of the current year to such improvements iu the internal arrangements as will justify the 
grand jury in the expenses incurred by a new prison. 

The board of superintendence meet occasionally only. 

The bread dietary has been fixed on by the grand jury. 

No matron has been appointed yet, but it is- intended I believe. 

A schoolmaster has been appointed and found very useful. 

No profitable and practically useful work for prisoners is yet fully established here, but 
my suggestion of breaking stones -for the neighbouring high roads and streets is under con- 
sideration ; and I am satisfied, from experience, that it will be found the cheapest and best 
adapted to this kingdom that at present offers. It affords hard labour, occasionally pro- 
fitable, at a trifling expense of tools, and with the least possible injury to other county labour, 
as the quantity of stones broken within the boundary of a prison will not be felt outside its 
walls. It also removes the objection, sometimes made with justice, against instructing all 
criminals in trades, and thus making a gaol too desirable. The few who show a manifest 
disposition to moral reformation and industrious habits may be otherwise employed if found 
expedient; but occupation of some kind, with a minute classification and attention to 
moral discipline, I consider so necessary to a gaol system that the expense of all the new 
gaols is thrown away without them. 

1 have urged these things to the consideration of the ensuing grand jury, and also sub- 
mitted that a general cooking kitchen should be provided, with a bell, clock, and other 
minuter matters, and a printed set of regulations established and enforced by the board of 
superintendence. 

The governor pays his own assistants, out of his salary, what he pleases, than which a 
worse practice could not exist — calculated to destroy all check, as well as zeal, for any thing 
but their employer’s interests : it is a common practice in Ireland, aud should be abandoned. 
There are 13 yards, 14 day-rooms, and 96 cells in this gaol, also a chapel and infirmary. 
The officers are attentive to their duty. 



Salaries of Officers : 



Local Inspector 


- £.100 


Surgeon - 


150 


Apothecary 


- 20 


Chaplains 


30 


Governor 


250 


Schoolmaster - 


- 10 



Manor Hamilton Bridewell. 



THE alterations I suggested to the grand jury iu the year 18-22 are now completed, and 
furniture provided for this bridewell, which consists of two rooms for males and one for 
females, with a large yard and a privy. The river runs under the yard walls, so that the 
expense of a pump may be unnecessary, as the prison is only used for persous in transitu 
to the county gaol. It is the only bridewell in the county, 22 miles from the county town; 
and should the grand jury ever propose to establish it as a district one, under 32d clause 
of the Act, where sentenced criminals are to remain, the yard must be divided and a few 
additional cells erected. 

The curate of the parish kindly undertakes the duty of local inspector, and the keeper 
-appears correct and attentive; his salary is 40/. per annum. There is accommodation for 
10 males and 6 females. The pauper prisoners are fed, and the prison supplied with bed- 
steads and blankets, fuel and straw ; and the quarterly returns are furnished to me by the 
keeper. 



County of Londonderry Gaol. 

I have been in Derry twice this year, exclusive of my annual inspection, with a view to 
assist, in the occupation of the new gaol, and I am gratified iu reporting that every exertion 
has been made to establish a sound system, and to take advantage of the experience of the 
best regulated prisons. The persevering attention of the board of superintendence to all 
the interests of this new prison cannot fail to produce the best effects ; they meet weekly, 
and were kind enough to call a special board at each of ray visits, and have given every 
consideration to the various matters I suggested for the regulation and improvement of the 
interior economy. In this way alone can permanent good be effected ; a complete system 
cannot in a moment be produced, nor any code of rules which will apply to all cases. 
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•North Local circumstances and difficulties will arise which will call for special regulations that 
Dislrict - can be made and supported only by the legitimate authority of the board of superintend- 
v ' cnce. I look forward with pleasure to the result of the experience of the present year" 
and confidently expect to see a gaol conducted on the best principles, including hard* 
labour, classification and moral government, and I have repeatedly offered any aid within 
my power to forward them. Mr. Dawson’s printed rules for the gaol have been adopted 
as a ground work. 1 

It is unnecessary to enter here into the various details of minor alterations 1 recom- 
mended, as they are laid before the board, and many of them have been already complied 
with. Employment tor the male prisoners is the great deficiency, and 1 recommended to 
the hoard breaking stones for the public roads and streets. 

An increased zeal and attention is obvious in all the officers. The school is well con- 
ducted under an experienced matron, and the female department promises to be an example 
to other gaols. “ 

Tire accommodation afforded consists of n yards, q day rooms, n kitchens, 112 single 
cells, 34 cells or rooms for debtors, with 4 day rooms, and 4 yards; a chapel, infirmary 
t> solitary cells, and governor’s apartments. 

Salaries of Officei 
Local Inspector - 
Chaplains ■- 
Surgeon - 
Governor - 

1st Turnkey - - - 

2d ditto - 
3d dillo - 
Hospital ditto - 
Matron - 
Schoolmaster - 
Nurse-tender - 




Coleraine Bridewell. 

THE small prison in this populous town is used by the county at quarter sessions, and bv 
the corporation at all other tunes, for debtors and vagrants. It consists of two small rooms 
and a yard, w.thout any other legal accommodation ; no day-room, kitchen or pump, and 
tlie prisoners can converse Irom the windows without control with their friends in the street, 
t is quite unsuitable for a prison, and I have repeatedly submitted to the consideration of 
the grand jury the necessity for erecting a new one. The mayor and corporation have it 
in contemplation to build a bridewell, but no step has been yet taken. 

The paupers are fed, and the quarterly returns are furnished to my office by the keeper. 

Magherafelt Bridewell. 

THIS is a sessions town, and n populous neighbourhood, but the bridewell lias not 
Sit a ? 0m “°*T 11, my ! “S6 cs ;i°n last year, a yard is taking off the market to be 
added to the prison, but nothing effectual can be done for want of room ; and a new prison 

Ttae ° nly 2 * -condVd, 

The pauper prisoners are fed, and the returns are famished. 

Newtown Limavady Bridewell. 

A VMIY small bridewell has been erected in this town since last year, with the apart- 
ments and yards required by law, and the old dungeon abandoned. Ve attention o?ih'e 

‘° il inSU1 '“ “ com P lian “ with the regulations of the 
-King s Bench and the Act ot Parliament. It consists of two cells and two yards, with 

CantST S "T A ‘'"f 11 P re . sent “ ,e » t »ill be necessary for some flagging aud 
SC W The paupers are 

Derry Lunatic Asylum. 

the T'!? 5 ' ar f in the . “taary, with such poor accom- 
and Sir John Mao-innia X as y um a ^ or ^ Si I do n °t believe any undue restraint is used; 
It is a benevolentart tn nm 8 ^ r ®f° n 'iJ >a ^ 8 GVe , r ^ altent ‘ on to their wants within his power, 
rooms with a prpatpr cmfnl V * ce°\ , nn .^ * * iave no r *ght to demand more extensive 
Armagh Lunafic AhvIih^ if ° u . e ^ au d cloths ; but I would recommend their removal to 
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North 

County of Monaghan Gaol. District. 

THE new gaol of this county on the semicircular plan is at length occupied, and from 
the energy and zeal of the board of superintendence, who were kind enough to meet me on 
my inspection, I have every reason to expect the best results. They remained several 
hours with me in the gaol, patiently investigating what was necessary to be done to 
establish a good system. A code of regulations is now under their consideration, and 
from their meeting weekly, and thus preserving the only sound and constitutional guard 
against irregularities in a public establishment, I look forward in another year to Monaghan 
gaol becoming a pattern to others. 

The dietary has been established strictly according to law, and is found sufficient, but a 
general cooking kitchen is absolutely necessary to insure cleanliness and order. 

The want of employment is the great deficiency here, as in most other gaols in Ireland ; 

I submitted to the board of superintendence the plan of breaking stones for the yards and 
neighbouring roads, as an appropriate labour, and practised with effect and profit in the 
house of correction at Belfast, and I trust it will receive a trial. 

The officers are zealous and attentive to their duty; a matron has been provided; 
a schoolmaster’s salary is presented for, and the additional turnkeys appointed. 

The accommodation this gaol affords is as follows: 6S cells, 7 solitary cells, 10 yards, 

10 day-rooms, 6 work-rooms, a chapel, infirmary, and governor's apartments. The infirmary 
is not yet divided for males and females, and the coal store requires roofiug. 

The present classification is defective, but is to be corrected, consisting of 

1. Pauper, debtors. 

2. Master - ditto. 

3. Misdemeanants. 

4. Felons, convicted. 

5. Ditto, untried. 

6 . Females tried and untried. 

Salaries of Officers : 

Local Inspector - 
Chaplains - 
Surgeon 
Governor - 
1st Turnkey - 
2d ditto - 
3d ditto - 

Matron ------ 

Canickmacross Bridewell. 

I had some reason to expect when I reported on this bridewell last year, that a new 
one would be erected, but 1 understand the grand jury have decided against it; should 
this decision be final, I can only report, that in its present state it is unsuitable for keeping 
prisoners in; nor can it be denominated a bridewell, as it has no legal accommodation 
whatever, and merely consists of a small room, or cell, in the rear of the constable’s cabin, 
capable of containing one persoo. 



- £. 100 - - 

- 30 - - each. 
80 - - 

- 150 - ~ 

3 ° - - 
20 - - 
15 _ _ 

20 - 



Custleblaney Bridewell. 

THIS prison remains as last year, consisting of one dark cell, under the sessions house, 
without a yard, fire-place, privy or pump; the graud jury have presented 600 1 . to erect 
a new bridewell, and I hope next yeur to reporrthe progress of this necessary adjunct to a 
sessions town. 

Queen’s County Gaol. 

THIS gaol is so defective in legal accommodation, that any general report on it would 
only be a detail of deficiencies, which cannot be remedied on the present plan or site. 
There is no infirmary or chapel, no work-rooms or employment, only 2 yards and 15 cells 
for an average of 60 prisoners; so that the classification appointed by law, of separating^ 
the tried and untried, the great and the minor offenders, cannot take place; the females of 
all classes are together, and the gaoler has no inspection from his apartments; there is no 
school-room, and no attempt can be made towards moral government or discipline; the 
turnkey has not a room, and is obliged to sleep in the prisoners kitchen. The county 
gentlemen are so aware of these defects, that a new gaol has been presented for, and a site 
and plan have been approved of by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant ; and it would be 
unnecessary for me to state the existing evils for the delay in commencing the new building, 
occasioned, I understand, by a difference of opinion as to changing the site already fixed 
on. I have inspected both sites, and am satisfied that the one in the rear of Mr. Fallon’s 
inn, adjoining the court-house, and approved, of by Government, is the best in every 
respect; and I understand that the twelve judges have decided that it cannot legally be 
493. traversed. 
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■erscd. Under these circumstances, I trust the important work of giving the Queen*’ 
uuiy an effective gaol establishment, will not longer be delayed, and efficient officers 
minted, when required. “' cra 



No th traversed, u ncier these c 
District. County an effective gaol 
1 v ' appointed, when required 



i Local Inspector 
Chaplains 
Surgeon - 
'Gaoler 
Turnkey - 

• Clerk and Schoolmaster - 
Matron - 
'Porter -- 



Salaries of Officers : 



■ £. 40 - - 

30 - - each. 
100 - - 
200 - — 

30 - - 

40 - - 
3 ° - - 
18 - - 



j4 bbeyleix Bridewell. 

THIS place of confinement consists oft room in the sessions bouse, .and is onlv nscH 
Jccasionally lor prisoners, on their Dassatre to the emmtv o-t.nl (V,.- u, ... ^ 



1 uv-iiiv-in wviusiak^ \j . .win in uic stssiuiis uouse, and is 1 

A ,0r u pri ! 0ne f’ 00 the,r . passage to the county gaol, for a few hours : the^poHce 
ie ” ln tlle| r guard-room; the keeper of the seasio— ' - 
t is not paid as a regular bridewell keener- 



generally take charge of prisoners in meir guara-room ; tire keeper of the sessions house 
takes charge ot this prison, but is not paid as a regular bridewell keeper; and it caniot 
propedy be denominated a . bridewell, unless the grand jury add to the legal accommodation 

' County of Sligo Gaol. 

cll:| 4VE * S “\" T U, ? ly ins P“ tetl lMs gaol; and although the general appearance of 
■ cleanliness and order is gratifying, and considerably improved since my first visit vet ' 

whmtei'iv r he^'e h “ t Trf" 1 i ,hic1 ' shonld W °"S to « public establishment, especially 
'hf-h t t r x P ende ? a Iar S e on a new gaol. The necessary improvements 

. ‘ n ’ 1 p e , Ste . (, , t0 ,lle S ian<1 Jury and the board of superintendence last year have not 
1 been comped with as yet, consisting of the following particulars * 

Increasing the employment of breaking stones ; 

Establishing a general cooking kitchen ; 

lo erect an hospital, as there is no place for the sick.; 

lo repair the water pipes, which are all out of order ■ 

To remove the ironrailing of yards, vvhich-destroys classification ; 

1 o erect a straw store ; and 
To enforce a minute classification. 

An increased zeal and attention is obvious on the part of the officers, but until these 

th^bnnTV 116 suppl,ed by the s r . and J ur y* and the entire system of discipline enforced by 
the boaid, I. cannot expect more improvement. than has already taken place. * 

The schoolmaster and matrons departments are well attended to; the gaol has *2 cells 
a chapel, 13 debtors rooms, and a small day and work room to each class. “ 5 ’ 



Local Inspector 

Chaplains 

Physician 

Governor 

Assistant ditto - 

Turnkeys 

Clerk 

Schoolmaster - 
Matron - 



Salaries of Officers : 

- £. 



- - each. 



- -and £.25. 



Ballimote Bridewell. 



brfdeweil ’ S J V U ’ eSe « will be a good second class 

posted™ C '°'’ the ltev . Mr - G“««. MU as local inspector; th e K regulations are 
County of Tyrone Gaol. 

prisoners otThTuse' of'alnhc U vS%™ei« one l, ^ , '^ t ■ W T’ ° f ‘ h ' S 8 “° l ’ haa deprived the 
venience, that it is imoossible m malJ ™ Pt one > and in other respects created such incon- 
on. J3ut I consider it mv dutv m h Pn ,eport on d,e classification or discipline carried 
consulei it- my duty to bear testimony to the. zealous attention .paid by the local 

- .inspector 
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inspector anil the governor to the internal economy, evinced by the cleanliness of the entire Nortk 
establishment, and by the order and general deportment of the prisoners, at a period when District. 

many excuses might be made for the reverse; this leads me to look forward, at a future ' > — - 

period, to the best results of system and discipline. 

The board of superintendence were kind enough to call a special meeting on the day of 
my inspection, and to order, at my suggestion, an arrangement to be made for 1 cook inn- 
kitchen, for the entire prison, which was omitted in the plan. 

1 lie lunatics and idiots, who have hitherto occupied so large a portion of this gaol, will 
be immediately removed to the asylum at Armagh. 

The present accommodation is only 36 cells, and 6 debtors rooms ; but the addition will 
amply supply room for legal classification, when, I trust, employment will be provided for 
all ihe prisoners, who are by law subject to labour. 

The school is well attended to, and produces its usual good effects ; a matron will be 
required on occupying the new gaol. 

Salaries of Officers : 

Local Inspector 
Chaplains 
Surgeon - 
Governor 
Turnkeys 
Schoolmaster - 
Nurse-tender - 



Dungannon Bridewell. 

A new court-house and bridewell has been, I understand, presented for by the grand 
jury in this town, a plan of which has been forwarded for the approval of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant; tinder these circumstances, I need not advert to the total insufficiency 
and insecurity of the old one, in which are only 7 cells, 1 hall for all classes, and 1 yard. 
It would be a good situation for a district bridewell, to retain prisoners the entire period of 
their sentence, on account of the distance from Armagh gaol, and the great population of 
the barony. 

There is a sufficient supply of blankets and bedsteads; the pauper prisoners are fed, and 
the quarterly returns are forwarded to my office ; the King’s Bench regulations arc posted 
up; and the Rev. Mr. Green, the curate, acts as local inspector, and attends to the 
interests of the establishment ; the gaoler receives a salary of 50 l. per annum. 



£. 100 
30 
80 
180 
30 
J 3 
12 



Strabane Bridewell. 

THE two small rooms over the market-house, used hitherto as a prison, and reported on 
last year as totally illegal, has been abandoned by the magistracy, and the new bridewell is 
partially used ; however, it remains in an unfinished state, insecure, and not provided with 
bedsteads or blankets, nor can it be, till the cells and rooms are fitted up with fire-places 
windows, & c. and the rooms plastered, a pump sunk, privies built, aud the yard walls 
raised ; it consists of 6 cells, 2 day-rooms, and 2 yards. 



Clogher Bridewell. 

THEKE are 2 small rooms in this bridewell, anti a large vard; a day-room should be 
added, a pump sunk, and the yard divided, which would supply sufficient leeal aeconjmo- 
dation tor a minor prison, only used at sessions times, and for prisoners for a niaht or two 
011 tlieir passage to the county gaol. 

Food is allowed for pauper prisoners; blankets and bedsteads are provided, and the 
quarterly returns are furnished ; the curate of the parish takes a kind interest in the arranee- 
menls of the bridewell. ° 



County of If exford Gaol. 

FROM the original bad construction of this old gaol, no sound classification of crime can 
ever be made in it, as the windows of the cells and day-rooms of one class overlook the 
yards of another, and consequently frequent communication is held: and to such an extent 
does this evil exist, that the females cannot possibly be placed in any one part of this 
prison where they cannot converse with the male prisoners. Exclusive of ibis, the railed 
gateways of the yards now in progress, which meet at the centre, will enable the prisoners 
to converse together as freely as if they were in the same yard. Any addition to this old gaol 
must have produced nearly similar effects, and a new prison is the effectual remedy ; the only 
partial one I can suggest is constant employment and inspection, neither of which exist at 
present. The town affords ample means for procuring labour, by breaking lime stones for 
the roads and streets, pounding oyster shells under sheds, making nets, or picking oakum • 
and the practice in the house of industry in Wexford holds out an experimental example of 
the fact. Two additional turnkeys, which are wanted under any circumstances, and a 
board of superintendence to control and direct the system, would bring this place into 

K operation 
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North operation in one week; and if this suggestion is not acted on, all the efforts of the officers 
'Dist rict. ^ to produce discipline and order will fail. The general cleanliness of the prison is creditable 
v ' to the officers, who are intelligent, and will, I think, perform their parts in establishing -i 
system of hard labour, regularity of hours, and moral improvement, if provided with The 
meuns, and supported in their exertions. For this purpose, an additional turnkey should 
be appointed, with a salary of about 30,/. a year; a matron should also be appointed as 
directed by 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, s. ,29, .which would ensure order and work in that class' of 
risopers. 

The acting schoolmaster’s salary should be presented for. 

A small sum should be presented for, to enable the local inspector to carry on the 
employments above recommended, 

A general cooking kitchen should be allocated for this purpose, and for weighing 
inspecting, and issuing provisions, 5 

A board of superintendence should be appointed under tbe42d clauseof the above Act to 
make rules and control the entire establishment. ’ 

Metal bedsteads should be provided instead of the old and worn-out wooden ones now in 
use; stores for coal and straw are also required. 

The accommodation this gaol will afford for prisoners, when the alterations are made 
consists of jo yards, 10 small day rooms, and only 35 cells, also a marshalsea, an infir- 
mary, and chapel, and four solitary cells. The defects are, want of work rooms and sheds 
and more cells, to give a separate one to each prisoner as the law requires. The average 
number of this county, as appears by the books, are from 60 to 70, who must necessarily be 
doubled up in the cells, and can communicate with other classes during the day when tliev 
please. J 

Salaries of Officers : 

Local Inspector - £, go - 

Chaplains - 40 - -r each. 

Gaoler xgo - - 

Assistant ditto - - - - - 8o~~ 

Schophnaster ----- none. 

Enniscorthy Bridewell. 

THIS small bridewell consists of a dav-room and two cells, with two small yards and a 
privy in each. It is kept clean, and legal furniture is provided; prisoners, are only kept in 
it during the sessions week, and seldom longer than one day at other periods, wiien they 
are discharged or forwarded to the county gaol; it is quite sufficient for these purposes. 
1 he pauper prisoners are fed. The regulations are posted up, and the quarterly returns 
regularly forwarded to me. J 

Gorey Bridewell. 

1 HIS bridewell is built adjoining the sessions house, precisely on the same plan as 
Enniscorthy, and is kept clean and regular; furniture is provided. The pauper prisoners 
aie fed, and the returns transmitted to me. The King’s Bench regulations are posted up. 

New Ross Bridewell. 

THIS place of confinement continues in a very discreditable state— devoid of legal 
accommodation, separation, yards, privy or pump. It is not a lawful place to confine any 
person in; and 1 trust the practice will cease till a new one is erected. 

The county grand jury nave presented money for a new sessions house and bridewell at 
the last assizes, and no step has been since taken to commence. If something is not done 
1 must by the Act of Parliament bring the whole case under the consideration of Govern- 
ment, when the prison would probably be abolished under the 31st section of the Act 
3 Deo. IV. c. 64, by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the money would neces- 
sarily be represented for other county purposes. The intended plan should be approved of 
by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant before it is commenced. 



toujity of Wexford, Lunatic Asylum. 

T^S is a benevolent institution in the county, attached to the house of industry, and 
conducted by a charitable committee, whose zeal and uttention to it reflects the highest 
credit on them The lunatics and idiots (37 i Q number) are clothed, fed, and when capable 
of it, employed at various works ; a humane and intelligent keeper is placed over them, 
tie 1 atment . of these poor -creatures is obvious. The whole establishment, is 
kept in the best order, and proves what, zeal can perform with the wom materials. 

County of WiaJilaw Gaol. 

faling -which 1 am aware exists amongst the county gentlemen with 
respect to their gaol establishment, 1- expected to -find it clean and in much better order how- 
ever the want ot employment ami a perfect classification must ever act as a preventive to 

discipline 
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discipline and moral government. Tire keeper is quite incapable of conducting a good Xoi tl 
system from bis habits; I cannot but recommend that he may be provided for if possible, Distric 

and an efficient, temperate and intelligent officer placed in his room. Some of the board ' v — 

of superintendence Were kind enough to meet me on the day of my inspection, and I com- 
municated to them the various minor regulations and changes 1 would recommend for the 
better management of the gaol, and I doubt not but they will be enforced. The officers 
were generally speaking attentive, but have yet to leam the details of prison discipline. 

There is irot sufficient assistants to the keeper ; one additional turnkey at least should be 
added ; and the tried and untried of minor offenders should be separated, for which there is 
room, if some of the gaol apartments were not occupied in stores. 

Want of employment for the prisoners is a serious evil in this gaol ; some nets are made, 
but the few engaged in it does not merit the name of work ; oakum might be procured to 
pick in this seaport town, or stones provided for the high roads under sheds in the yard, as 
at Belfast house of correction ; a trCud-mill has been erected, but not yet in use, from some 
difficulty on the law point, and prisoners not being sentenced to hard labour. 

The hospital is not yet fitted up, and great irregularity exists as to meal hours, and the 
provisions are not contracted for ; spirits have more than once found their way into the gaol, 
and sufficient cme is not taken by the keeper to guard against this. 

The gaol is on the old inferior construction, and the late additions should have been in a 
semicircle in the rear, which would have provided for inspection, better classification, and 
more yards. , , , . 

A school is established, but not sufficiently attended to by the master. 

The accommodation this prison affords consists of 4 yards, 4 day-rooms, 2 work-rooms, 

•}2 cells, with a marshalsea, chapel, and infirmary ; some small provision should be made 
for the medical officer at the district bridewell at Baltinglsiss. 



Salaries ahd Officers : 



Local Inspector 


- £.50 


Chaplains 


40 


Surgeon - 


40 


Gaoler - 


- 120 


Assistant ditto - 


- - - 60 


Schoolmaster - 


25 


Matron - 


25 



Baltinglass Bridewell. 




THIS prison has for some time been appointed by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
as a district bridewell, but the additional buildings not being finished, it is not a subject 
for a report, as the King’s Bench regulations could not be enforced in its present state. 
The prisoners have free communication together, and no discipline could exist ; the neigh- 
bouring magistrates are very zealous on tlte subject, and I trust, before the present year 
expires, to inspect it again, and to be enabled to report it in full operation ; the gaoler is a 
correct officer, and very attentive to his duty. 

The pauper prisoners are fed, and the quarterly returns furnished. 



Smith District. 



County of Cavan Gaol. 



THE Gaol at Cavan has undergone a change for the better, in the arrangement of the 
accommodation, and now affords the following classification viz. 

N“ 1. — Felons untried. 

at— Misdemeanants untried. 

3. — Rule of imprisonment. 

4. — Ditto - ditto. 

5. — Ditto - ditto. 

6. — Master debtors. 

7. — Pauper ditto. 

8. — Females untried. 

9. — Ditto - tried. 

1 o'. — Lunatics. 

Besides 3 solitary cells. 



South 

Distr 



The county have presented a sum of money to the purpose of enlarging the prison, but 
some doubt now exists whether the work will be necessary to the extent which was contem- 
plated as the present building affords accommodation for 100 prisoners, allowing either a 
separate cell, oral least, a separate bedin the rooms, (which contain^ beds each,) fofevery 
* ’ nrisoner. 
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p:isoner, the average prisoners in this county amounting to q6 persons. Should the grand 
jury decide upon the postponement of the building upon an enlarged plan, the following 
immediate additions will be indispensably necessary; viz.— A chapel, and an infirmary for 
males and females. The chapel to be built in the place intended in the enlarged plan • the 
infirmary in the rear yard, for both of which works I have approved Mr. Farrell’s plan • it 
will also be necessary, in the yard near to the guard-house, to build a shed for turf and 
straw. It appears to me, that the reported want of accommodation in this gaol has arisen 
trom bad arrangement, and not from want of room, and that no ulterior work will be neces- 
sary after these additions are completed ; but should an additional gaol become necessary 
I strongly recommend the radial plan, instead of the plan which was contemplated,— which 
radial plan, besides its now acknowledged superiority for all purposes of prison discipline 
will prevent the awkward derangement of. the plan which the shape of the "round would 
have rendered unavoidable, in executing the other plan. Should the grand jury decide 
that more minute classification is advisable, it can be contrived, by the subdivision of the 
3 ,a 1 r o ( “ r day-rooms, and their yards, which yards, so subdivided, would be larger than the 
yards intended in the new prison. 

A serious evil has been removed in this prison, by the separation of. the lunatic prisoners 
who had deranged the whole system, and who are now placed under the care of a turnkey 
accustomed to the management of the insane ; but it is much to lie wished, that the county 
<>f Cavan, and some contiguous counties, should unite in uu application to Government for 
a .l«i , it asylum, under the regulations of the commissioners of lunatic asylums. 

I he board ol superintendence have established a good system of regulations for the future 
government of the male and female classes; and a most gratifying measure lias been adopted 
in the establishment of a committee of ladies, for the purpose of superintending the work 
as well as the moral and religious instruction of the women, whose attendance cannot fail to’ 
produce the most beneficial effects. 



It becomes my painful duty to report my opinion of the total want of the requisite quali- 
fications in the present keeper and first turnkey. The qualities requisite for the principal 
officer in a prison have been set forth in the General Report of the Inspectors’-General of 
lr.sons lor the two last years, to which 1 beg to refer; and unless the talents and habits of 
tins important moral functionary are such as there described, it is vain to attempt an 
improved system of prison discipline. 1 

ibe board of superintendence have ordered an uniform prison dress for the females; and 
with respect to this class, l have the satisfaction to think that they will soon exhibit the 
miits of general good care and management. 

ihe male school is well attended to, but the salary of the schoolmaster too small. 



Officers and Salaries : 



Local Inspector 




- £.80 


Surgeon - 


- 


80 


Chaplains, each 30 l. 


- 


60 


Gaoler - - - - 


_ 


- 150 

120 


Turnkeys, each 60/. 




Schoolmaster - 


_ 


20 


Matron - 




20 

■£•530 



Contract for food, 2 lbs. bread, i quart of milk, 5 d. per head. 

Iota! average expense of the gaol for 1823 and 1824 - £. 1,688. 2. to. per annum. 



Since this report was made, 
abandoning the plan of buildin, 
extension of the rear corridor. 



I have again visited Cavan gaol, and have approved of the 
g a new. infirmary, and of obtaining room for two classes, by 



Coolehill Bridewell. 

THIS being ihe only small prison in ihe eonnty of Cavan, and in aqnarter sessions town 
of some importance, ,t ,s necessary that some mention should be paid to it! 

It does not contain ihe rooms required by law, and the two cells are wilhout fire-places 
h™!d d2d e rcoolmm ‘ , *‘ i the grand jury to build a new bridewell ; but it they 
should decide upon retaining the present prison, it will be indispensable that m 
should be called for, for the repairs" of .hi coun-house, for puZ J Trainees Lthe cells 
Xo l, fv ,h : fL°° rS '’"I yart ' S ’ a , nd ® u PP'y ,n S the furniture whidi the law requires ; see 
iJkiprembeLIih! 1823.’ “ drc sul«tinns of the court of Kin’g's Bench, 

WhanTol. a JeT""" 1 “ ‘'' i! P™”"’ " hich ,he requires at a salary not 

County of Clare Gaol. 

interrupted 
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interrupted the order and regularity which last appeared in the day-rooms and ceils. 
J here are at present 73 male criminals in 41 cells, and this number 'is much below the 
maximum number frequently confined, which has within the last year amounted to 1*4- 
42 pauper debtors are now confined in 4 small sleeping-rooms, and the female class are 
without classification, so that, on the whole, I cannot avoid reporting that some important 
additional building becomes quite indispensable to the establishment of adequate means 
tor anadvantageous system of prison discipline. The most practicable plan which occurs 
to me for effecting this object, is the erection of a marshalseu on such a scale as to afford 
the proper classification of debtors. 

These classes being removed from the criminal gaol, would afford an additional yard 
\mh 1 day-room and 13 cells for criminals, and accommodation for a second class of 
females, without which no efforts at the improvement of the females can have anv avail 

This measure I respectfully recommend 10 the grand jury, and shall lay before them 
a plan for the additional building. 

A convenient new building is" in progress nt the entrance of the prison, which, among 
other things, will afford ihe important appendage of separate cells for the reception of 
male and female prisoners at night, or persons lodged by the police prior to reeular com- 
mittal; likewise a laundry and a public kitchen ; the latter will enable the board of super- 
intendence to alter the dietary of the gaol, and to effect a very considerable saving The 
entrance to the gaol may be much improved by opening a door near to the governor’s 
house, by which not only the dirt and inconvenience of a common passage through his 
house will be avoided, but an overflow of water into his lower apartments corrected The 
baths are out of repair, and now only afford a cold bath for the prisoners. 



South 

District. 



Local Inspector 
Chaplains, £. 37. 
Physician - 
Surgeon - 
Gaoler 
Turnkey - 
Ditto * - 
Female Ditto - 
Matron 
is' urse 

Schoolmaster - 



Officers and Salaries : 
. cadi 



40 

40 

*50 

30 

24 



llHiriLW EI.LS. 



Ki/ruih. 

SINCE my last tour through this county, the sum of 800/. has been presented by the 
grand jury for the erection of a new prison in the populous and distant town of Kilru-b 
which if appointed, as the county now propose, as a disirict bridewell, will lighten the 
committals In the county gaol. e 

Kilrusli, therefore, niay lie considered as norv likely to be established unon a rood 
principle. ' 1 6 



Em/ati/moml. 



THIS bridewell, in a quarter session town, may be altered at a 
meet substantially the regulations which are required by Act of 
rules and regulations of the court of King’s iiench, to which it is 



1 small expense, so as t.» 
Parliament, and by the 
at present inadequate. 



Miltovn. 

THIS bridewell is so totally unfit for the purpose, and incapable of improvement that 
it only remains to recommend ns abolition, under the 3d sect. 3 Geo. IV c 64- and 
I could not recommend the establishment of a new one within thirteen miles of Enui’s and 
Kilrush, and seven of Ennistymond. 



■ • Six-mile Bridge. 

THIS town cannot be said to possess any bridewell; there are four srnnil rooms in the 
court-house, which, in the improved system carried on in quarter sessions courts, would be 
required for the use of magistrates and jurors ; there is abundant space in the rear of the 
court-house, in which a prison and keeper’s house, with yards for males ami females, could 
be erected, and a plan for this purpose will be laid before” the grand jurv. 



L 
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South 

District. 



Tulhu 

THE bridewell in this .town might be so altered as to afford substantially the aceommo* 
Nation required by law ; the ground in the rear would admit of yards for males and females j. 
at present the prison is out of repair, and the keeper not residing in it. 

Brofuj'ord, 

THIS bridewell is wholly unlit for the use of the county, and is now occupied ns a 
barrack, and the keeper not resident in it. I recommend the abolition of this, as an! 
unnecessary expense. 

Tomgratiy. 

THIS black-hole I have ceased to visit, as a totally unfit place for the confinement of 
prisoners, and have recommended its being discontinued. 

Ennis Lunatic Asylum. 

The Lunatic Asylum at Ennis contains 13 cells, 7 on the ground floor, and 6 over them j 
there are at present confined in these, 13 lunatics ; the annual expense of this establishment 
is generally from 160/. to 170/.; this includes all expenses; there is only one attendant, 
and a person who provides food, clothing, Sec. and keeps accounts ; corporal punishment 
is never inflicted, and 1 found no patient under coercion. The Lunatic Asylum at Limerick 
(for the joint use of the counties of Clare, Limerick and Kerry) being in forwardness, the 
inmates of this asylum will not long remain in the present establishment. 

County of Cork Gaol. 

THE operations of the board of superintendence in the house of correction Imvc gone on 
progressively since my visit of the last year, and are now quite complete; and I am enabled 
to report that pari of the comity gaol of Cork as being most complete in its accommoda- 
tion and internal regulation, and as exhibiting an admirable specimen of improved prison 
discipline. The tread-wheels have been completed since my last Report, and are in full 
operation. They are now only applied to raising water, but the board of superintendence 
arc directing their attention to the more profitable application of the power of the wheel. 
No further system of productive labour has as yet been introduced in the male classes, but 
I trust that this great object will be attained in this and other gaols. At present the want 
of a beneficial mode of employing the prisoners is the great desideratum in the prisons of 
Ireland, and but little progress has been made therein. 

In my Report of last year I expressed my hope that the appointment of an efficient 
matron, and the establishment of a committee of ladies, would produce an improvement in 
the female classes of the prison, and I have the pleasure to find that both these important 
objects have been attained. The qualifications of the matron are quite satisfactory. The 
ladies committee have reported favourably on the prospect which their first visits have 
opened, and the appearance, good conduct, and employment of the females, have made 
encouraging progress within the period. An uniform dress has been adopted. 

With respect to the classes in the old gaol, I have it not yet in my power to make 
a favourable report, as the plans of the board of superintendence, extending over an esta+ 
blishment on so great a settle as the gaol of ibis great county, require a considerable time 
.for their completion, nncl have not yet embraced a variety of points in which this part of 
the prison is defective, — the furniture of the cells, the classification and arrangements of the 
marshalsea, and other material points, require much improvement; but I have no doubt of 
the zealous attention of the board and their local inspector to these important objects. The 
gaol will, however, not afford the accommodation, so much to be desired, of separate cells 
to the prisoners. 

I am much gratified to find that a great change for the better has been effected in the 
ufficefs of the establishment. The governor is obliged to be absent very frequently in 
•attendance upon the numerous and distant quarter sessions of the county, and his place is 
Supplied by a newly appointed and efficient under gaoler. The governor of the house ot 
correction is a new officer, and well qualified for his situation, as are the turnkeys of the 
gaol and house of correction for their respective duties. 

I had the advantage, on my inspection, of the aid of a numerous attendance of the board 
of superintendence,- whose plans, w lien completed for the whole county, cannot fail to pro- 
duce a system throughout every part of it which will do credit to the county of Cork. 



Officers 
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Officers and Salaries : 

Local Inspector - - - - - £. 120 - - 

Governor ------ 500 - — 

Assistant - -- -- - 60 - - 

Turnkey ------ 40 - - 

Two Assistants, 25 /.each - - - 5 ° ~ ~ 

Matron ------- 40 - - 

Under Matron - - - - - 20 - - 

Surgeon - -- -- - 80 - - 

Chaplains, each 50 l. - - - - 100 - - 

Nurse *3 “ “ 

Schoolmaster ----- 3° ~ ~ 

1,053 

House of Correction : 

Governor ------ 100 - - 

Turnkey - -- -- - 40 — — 

Assistant - -- -- - 25-- 

165 

Total - - - £. 1,218 - - 



Bridewells of the County Cork. 

MY late inspection of the bridewells of this county does not enable me to report any 
material change in these prisons; and as the extensive plans now in progress has prevented 
any steps being taken to improve the present establishments, little have been done in any of 
{hem for the better accommodation of prisoners. The forms necessary to be observed prior 
to the erection of new gaols have, however, now been complied with, and the following 
works will be completed during the ensuing summer, and are now, in many instances, 
commenced : — 



Mallow, a new quarter sessions court-house and gaol. 


Midleton - 


- ditto - 


- ditto. 


Skibbereen 


- ditto - 


r ditto. 


Bantry 


- ditto - 


- ditto. 


Clonakilty - 


- ditto - 


- ditto. 


Kanturk 


- ditto - 


- ditto. 


Macroom - 


- ditto - 


- ditto. 


Bandon, a new and extensive bridewell. 




Dumnanway 4 
Charleville J ne 


bridewells on a smalle 


r scale. 


Fermoy, extensive 


additions to the old building. 


Millstreet, 


- ditto - 


ditto. 


Ross Carberry 


- ditto - 


ditto. 




Mitchelstown. 





ON my first view of the prisons of this county I recommended some additions to this 
prison, but it did not suit the arrangements of the Earl of Kingston, in his plans for the 
improvement of the town, to continue the use of this bridewell as a county bridewell. It 
therefore becomes necessary to erect a new prison, not included in the presentments made 
by the grand jury. A plan and estimate for a new bridewell have been approved by me, 
and will be submitted at the assizes, with my report ns to the necessity of establishing 
a prison in this populous town, which is an outpost of importance on the borders of the 
county. 

Cove. 

THIS bridewell continues to be kept with regularity ; and I found it in a clean and cre- 
ditable state, the regulations of the court of King’s Dench being attended to, and all 
quarterly returns regularly made. 

Castle Martyr. 

THIS prison continues to be kept in a clean and creditable state, but may not be cott- 
Videred necessary when the bridewell at Midleton shall be completed. 

Newmarket. 

NO alteration has taken place in this prison, which may not be considered necessary 
when the bridewell at Kanturk shall be completed. 

Rathcormac and But levant. 

THE grand jury have decided, on my report, that these prisons are to be discoutinued. 

f ' 493- 



South 

District. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




44 



APPENDIX TO REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



South 

District. 



_ Yougluil. 

THIS gaol is not supported 'by the. county of Cork, being the prison of the corporation 
■ of Youghal, who commit debtors aud criminals under the local jurisdiction of the town 
I have made several very unfavourable reports, both as to the state of, and. want of accom- 
modation in this gaol.. The corporatiou have, however, now warmly entered into my 
views upon the subject, and have called for a plan and estimate, now under consideration • 
and should they be enabled to undertake the works on the advantageous terms which the 
Prison Acts alibi'd to the grand juries of comities, this town will no longer remain under 
the great disadvantages with respect to a place of confinement for prisoners under which 
.it has long. laboured. 



Kinsule. 

THE circumstances of this town are precisely, similar to those. of the town .of You Mini 
this gaol . being, if possible, worse than the prison in the latter place. And until the nego- 
tiations with respect to Youghal are brought to a close, and the terms settled, upon which 
the corporation may be enabled to erect a new gaol, 1 have postponed my interference upon 
the subject. ‘ 

It appears, on the whole, as the result-of the inspection of the present year, that the 
arrangements for this county have, unavoidably, made but a small progress ; the plans of 
the grand jury are, however, not only very complete, and now beyond' the possibility of 
failure, but will, in the end, present a system of minor prisons, suitable to (be extent'and 
importance of the county of Cork, and from the effects of which, as an object for imitation 
in other counties, 1 anticipate most important results to the cause of prison discipline in 
J reland. 



Citjj of Cork Gao/. 

THIS new prison is at length occupied, aud although not built exactly upon the plan 
I should have wished, is adequate to the wants of the city; contains a good house for the 
governor, the necessary apartments for other officers, two chapels, dav-rooms and work- 
roams, and a sufficiency of good and well-ventilated cells. The principal defect in the 
corridors arises from the lavatories and water-closets being placed at the inmost extremity 
•of each eorridov, the necessary access to which involves the uecossily of keeping the cells 
locked up during the day time. An inconvenience appears in the manner of coiiinving the 
entrance to the yards through the chapels, which not only prevents their being confined to 
the purposes for which they are intended, by making them tiie common passage but breaks 
in upon the classification of the prison ; a material improvement could be effected at a very 
«mall expense, by making a direct communication from the day-rooms to the yards 

My detailed reports upon the fulfilment of the various clauses of the Prison Acts, afford 
ample proof of the continued exertions of the valuable local inspector of this <r ao I to bring 
the regulation of the supplies, and system of the gaol, to a state of improvement commen- 
surate with the liberal intentions of ihe Legislature. The furniture of the cells, the supply 
of prison dresses and necessaries, and every oilier part of the detail connected peculiarly with 
Ins office, afford evident marks of his efficiency and zeal ; but I am sorry, on seeing the 
operations of this gaol now carried on in the new building upon an enlarged scale to report 
that the local inspector is not supported by officers qualified to uphold the discipline of the 
gaol, and to assist in accomplishing a true system of order and improvement. The classes 
were, on my inspection, in general, dirty, noisy, and much disposed to urge, with turbu- 
lence, a variety of frivolous and unfounded complaints, thereby exhibiting a want of 
subordinationand of attachment to their officers; the turnkeys appeared without authority 
or system. 1 o remedy these defects, I have recommended that two of the turnkeys (of 
whom the number is unusually great,) should be dismissed, and that an efficient under 
gaoler should be substituted, which would not add to the expense of the establishment 
ihe arrangements of the female class are not much advanced; but I have no doubt that the 



regulations now made in that class, by Dr. Quarry, will produce beneficial effects Hop. 
are held out of the formation of a ladies committee, without which much improvement is 
scarcely to be looted for; and a short experience of such a committee will soon prove the 
qualifications of the matron. ‘ ? 

So manv boys 
juvenile class in 
deserving officer. 



confined in this city, that I should recommend the formation of a 
this gaol, and that much of the hUention of the schoolmaster, (a very 
',) should be pointed to this class. " 

>lony delays have occurred in the establishment of a tread-wheel, which is not as ret 
erected. J 
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Local Inspector - 
Chaplain - 
Roman Catholic ditto 
Surgeon - - - 

Governor - 
Turnkey - 
Schoolmaster 
2d Turnkey 
3d Turnkey 
Messenger 

Ditto - - - 

Nurse-tender 
Tailor - 
Barber - 
Sweeper - 

Bridewell : 
Keeper - 
Turnkey - 



Officers and Salaries : 



- £.200 
50 



550 - 
83 5 
36 16 
27 6 
23 8 
13 - 
13 “ 
12 7 
5 10 



- for gaol and bridewell. 

ditto. 

- - ditto. 



6 

6 



1,156 9 - 



South 

District. 



£. 1,326 9 - 



City of Cork Bridewell. 

WITHIN the last year, the alterations recommended for the reduction of the inmates of 
tins prison to the proper classes, for such a place of confinement, have been rapidly and 
well executed ; the different apartments are regulated according to law, with the number ot 
yards required ; the appearance and front enclosure of the building are very creditable, and 
the whole of this establishment now placed on a satisfactory footing. 

City of Cork Lunatic Asylum. 

THE following number of patients are in this valuable establishment, which is supported 
by presentment fiom the city grand jury, aided by private subscription : 

Males - - - - 147 

Females - - - - 15 2 

Total - - 299 



The means for accommodation in the asylum are : — 

On the ground floor, for men - - - 49 cells. 

On the upper floor - ditto - ■ - 69 ditto. 

118 cells for men. 

Convalescent rooms for men - - - 32 beds. 



Total accommodation for males - - - 1 50 



On the ground floor, for women - 
On the upper floor - ditto 



- 61 cells. 

- 29 ditto. 



Cells for females 

Convalescent rooms for females - 



- 9 ° 

- 60 beds, 8 rooms. 



Total accommodation for females - -*150 



This asylum continues to be conducted on the sound and humane principles for which it 
was always distinguished, under the care of Dr. Haloran, from whose observations on 
the treatment of the lunatic poor, an extract was introduced into our last Report. 

The want of sufficient space for horticultural labour still, however, much restricts the 
means of employing the male lunatics. 

County of Galway Gaol. 

THE gaol of Galway has been much improved since my last inspection, by the board 
of superintendence having very properly put stop to the committal of idle vagrants^not 
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South having been guilty of any specific crime against the public peace; and by having classed 
District, the debtors, by which means clnssifietttjuti lw« been extended to 5 male classes, which will 
' *• — : — ’ be Still added to, when the new infirmary, now in progress, shall have been completed. 

The general order and discipline of this prison is much' improved within the last year 
and the gaol being constructed on a largo and favourable plan, it must now be considered 
in a most satisfactory state,' and as an establishment, highly creditable to the county. 

I have submitted to the committee of the grand jury some points for their consideration 
too minute to be inserted in a general Report, as well as a set of rules for the gaol. 

The female class is very well attended to by an efficient matron, and under the super- 
intendence of an active and benevolent association of ladies, who have for several years 
most kindly given their aid to this important object. 

The principal defect to he observed upon in this gaol is the want of profitable labour 
lor the male prisoners ; and the gentlemen of the gaol committee have determined to consider 
whether rope-making may not he advantageously carried on in the insulating passage. 

The grand jury have presented money for the erection of a tread-wheel, which 1 trust 
may be in operation within a slum period. A doubt having arisen with respect to the 
proper objects to whom this labour may properly apply, and whether it should be appointed 
by them as “ labour” for the poor prisoners under the 37th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, I should 
submit, that an Act having passed in England, during the last session, specially to exempt 
from the tread-wheel all untried prisoners, it would seem to imply that it is fairly appli- 
cable to all tried poor prisoners ; and it will be found, that if the regulation of the wheel 
is so established as to keep within proper bounds the quantum of labour, it is by no means 
to he considered in the light of the punishment of " hard labour .” Should the wheel be 
w orked at 48 steps in a minute, and for 6 hours in the day, (one-third of the men being 
off the wheel at a time), it will give 7,680 feet of ascent in the day, which must be con- 
sidered as very light labour indeed, it being allowed in many counties in England to cal- 
culate the labour at 1,200 feet. By tips management 6 hours per day might ho established 
as ordinary labour for poor prisoners, and 9 bourn as “ bard labour” for those sentenced 
thereto. 

The systeip of paying a fixed salary to the governor of the gaol, out of which he. is to 
defray the expenses of transmission of convicts, repairs of gaol, and turnkeys salaries 
appears to require alteration, as well as the allowance of the county dietary to officers. ’ 

the expense of the transmission of convicts can be easily ascertained, and an allowance 
of is per day fixed for each man; the proper charge to fall upon the county, being the 
actual cost. I he repairs of the gaol must he very uncertain, and such a contract is not 
likely in general to lead to much attention to the repairs which may be necessary, and 
" men ft would be. the duty and interest of the governor otherwise to point out.; the prin- 
ciple at least tends to evil, as does the payment of the turnkey by the governor tend to ihe 
employment of ill paid and bad officers. 

1 respectfully recommend to the grand jury to strike off alt officers from the gaol allow- 
ance, and to give a fixed salary to the governor; salaries to the turnkeys, who are now 
much underpaid, and an equivalent to the matron for the loss of her gaol allowance - and 
to establish a certain charge per day for the transmission of convicts, paying actual cost for 
cars or extra expenses. 0 



Officers; Salaries : 
Gaoler ------ 


- £.450 


Inspector 


80 


Chaplains, 50/. each - 
Schoolmaster - - 


100 




Matron 


20 


Physician 


80 




f. 755 ~ 



BlU DEWULtS .: 

Tuam. 



CONSISTS Of one Km, Sot males on .dw ground floor, one on the miner floor for 
females, a small entrance in. rout, which cannot lie called a yard, and apartments for the 
iteper, it is misapplied with bedding, and Is kept exrremelv ill. Par this bridewell the 
S- y it lminf.h, V ' ■d yK n -"V 1 ’ 6 Presentments for contracts have been enormously 

&V ‘ , n ® °nly britlewel.1 m die county lot which charges have been made beyond 
the Bxed allowance tor fuel and straw, added to the quarterly returns, and which it exceeds 

”"?{ hr * ott-lrooffaO, which is universally obtained in the 

several counties, and build a small con venient prison, with yards. 



THIS prison consists of a rooms for males, aocU good-yard, with privy, &c • 1 room for 
females, and apartments for the keeper. It is furnisher? accord Ing to^avv a’nd h e r uk 
^[.regulations ot court of King’s Bench, attended to. O n , the^vviole I-'can rer ort tfos 
eetabhshm.eut as sufficient and creditable, with aa efficient keeper T 
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Woodford. 

THIS prison consists of 3 rooms ; 1 for males, with 1 small yard, 1 for females, and South 
1 for the keeper ; it is supplied with bedding, and for the few prisoners confined in this Dist rict, 

place, answers substantially the objects of the Prison Act. The keeper is not intelligent, 
and was ignorant of the rules and regulations, though posted in the prison, and had vio- 
lated them by converting the female room, when not legally occupied,, to his own private 
use. A rent is paid for this prison, but great attention has been paid to the regulation 
respecting poor prisoners, and a very trifling charge for diet brought against the county. 

Eyrecourt. 

THIS prison consists of a prison rooms ; t for males, and 1 for females, with 1 yard ; 
it is labelled according to regulation, and supplied with bedding, 8tc. The keeper lias been 
dismissed on charge of having pledged blankets, and a boy appointed, who is totally unlit 
for his situation- The former, keeper is still in possession ; but on bis dismissal it would 
be necessary to appoint an efficient person, and I should strongly recommend some person 
unconnected with the town. 

Lotighrea. 

THIS miserable ruin is now kept tolerably clean; nothing has been done to improve its 
state, since my last Report; and I am gratified to find that the sense of the grand jury is 
decidedly in favour of the immediate erection of a new prison, the plan of which l have seen 
aud approved. 

Balinasloe. 

I have, on this prison, only to repeat the observations made last year, that the prison 
is (as I first found it) kept in a cleanly regular manner, but that the deficiency of day-rooms 
still exists ; it is, however, convenient enough for all essential purposes, though not on the 
plan that would be approved in a new bridewell. 

The dietary, and the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench, are established 
according to law, and the latter acted upon as well as circumstances admit. 

Clifton. 

THE great difficulty of access prevented my seeing this prison, for which n presentment 
has been made to complete the yards, as I suggested in my former Report. The returns 
are regularly made. 

The grand jury of Galway have placed their bridewell system on a better footing than 
any of the neighbouring counties. They have determined on erecting a new gaol at Lough* 
rea, which was indispensably required. At present the county pay a considerable rent for 
ibe prisons at Tuarn, Woodford and Eyrecourt; and I should submit to the grand jury 
whether it would not he a more effectual and economical plan to take a site at each of those 
towns, which doubtless the proprietors would (as in other counties) grant rent free, and to 
build prisons in those towns. Such a measure is particularly requisite in Tuam, and by the 
adoption of tills plan (instead of advancing a large sum for Loughrea) the cost of the whole 
would be advanced from the consolidated fund, free of interest, and the instalments of 
5 per cent on the advance would scarcely exceed, in annual amount, (for 20 years,) the 
sum now paid for the rent of the before-mentioned gaols. The bridewells would then be 
constructed according to law, and the county would, 011 a clear and permanent title, become 
possessed of them without further expense. For this purpose it would be necessary to 
appoint commissioners under the 50 Geo. 111. c. 103. 

Town of Gahcay Gaol. 

THE cleanliness and order which I reported as introduced since the appointment of the 
present gaoler is still kept up, but the want of room prevents any good system in this gaol. 

The prison is on a plan too confined to admit of classification, nor is auy labour or in- 
struction afforded to the male prisoners, some of whom are generally very young and capa- 
ble of receiving instruction, particularly in the event of a sentence to a long period of 
confinement, of which there are at present instances in the gaol. Prisoners under such 
circumstances might learn some useful trade. 

The female debtors are kept with female felons, vagrants, and those of the very worst 
character, of which they have justly complained; and though the area of the prison is at 
present too small to allow of any additional wards, ground might be purchased contiguous 
at the westboundary on which an addition might he built. 

On my last tour I found the female class in this prison in an improved and promising 
condition, under an efficient matron, who has been replaced by one totally unfitted for her 
situation, and the consequences are very visible in the appearance and conduct of that class, 
who are now in a state of disorder most discreditable to the gaol, and very different from 
that in which, from the appearance of last year, I had reason to expect to find them. 

I recommend strongly to the grand jury to attend to the wants of the female class, and 
I trust that the appointment ofa more efficient matron. may induce the committed of ladies 
to renew their valuable attention to this unhappy portion of their fellow creatures. 

1 should have ordered clothing to the females under the section of the 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, 

493. but 
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South but that, to a class wholly without discipline, such a supply would have had no good effect* 

District and probably would only involve expense by the destruction of the dresses. 

~ v ' I have pointed out to the inspector an alteration in the distribution of room, which I trust 
the committee may carry into effect without waiting for the assizes, as the expense will be 
limited to erecting one stone staircase from the female yard to a large room in the debtors 
prison, proposed as the apartment for the matron, and to opening and closing some doors. 
1 also propose the complete repair of the bedsteads, and the adoption of the system of rules 
‘left with the inspector of the county gaol. 



Officers and Salaries : 



Local Inspector - 


. 


- 


- 


- £. 40 


_ _ 


Chaplain - 


- 


- 


- 




_ _ 


Roman Catholic ditto 


- 


. 






_ _ 


Physician 


- 


- 


- 


22 


18 - 


Gaoler - 


- 


- 


- 


- 80 


_ _ 


Turnkey - 


- 


- 


• - 


20 


_ _ 


Matron - 








20 

£.242 


18 - 



County of Kerry Gaol. 

THIS building, which has always appeared to be inadequate to the accommodation of 
the prisoners committed in this extensive county, is at present in a most crowded state, and 
deficient in many essential points, having no chapels, and an insufficient number of day- 
rooms, stores, Kc. 

Having been favoured by a numerous meeting of the board of superintendence on my 
inspection of the establishment, it was resolved that plans should be prepared for an ex- 
tensive addition to form the house of correction of the county, and it was unanimously 
agreed that a wing should be added on the radial plan, containing a governor’s house, 
chapel, and, at least, accommodation and yards for four classes. This addition would place 
so many rooms in the present gaol at the disposal of the board, that the gaol would then 
be sufficient for every necessary purpose. 

One of the great evils arising from the present want of room is the impossibility of classi- 
fication in the female prison ; a competent matron is appointed, but tlie crowded state of 
the day-room, in which are placed the females tried and untried, debtors, women with chil- 
dren, See. renders all efforts unavailing. The women are, notwithstanding, employed, and 
a considerable saving is created from the profits of their work, which accumulates as a fund 
for their support on their discharge from gaol. 

On this, my third inspection of Tralee gaol, I found a. third governor placed in charge, 
and although I had every reason to approve the conduct of the last officer, under whose 
government the local inspector was enabled to correct a most disgraceful system, I cannot 
regret the late change, having found the improved system steadily carried on under the 
present governor, who is now not only appointed the sheriff’s gaoler, but governor of the 
house of correction under the Act 3 Geo. 1 V. c. 64. 

' 1 0 the zeal and efficiency of the Rev. Mr. Hurly this gaol is much indebted for its present 
improved interior. I have recommended to his adoption several points, some of which are 
required by law, viz. the completion of bedsteads and tickens, an attention to or alteration, 
ot the dietary ; and I have strongly urged the issue of bread, lamps for the halls, a large 
gaol bell, a small bell for turnkeys, likewise one for the matron. I have also called his 
attention to some attempt at classifying the females, particularly to the separation of those 
who have children in the gaol. 

I have been obliged to report the inefficiency of one turnkey, who should be replaced, 
and one wing ot the gaol given into the exclusive charge of each turnkey. 

There is no tread-wheel in this prison, and the men are wholly unemployed. I have to 
lament that a schoolmaster has not been appointed, a defect which scarcely exists in any 
county gaol, and which I trust the board of superintendence may correct without waiting 
for the assizes, as the law is imperative respecting the instruction of prisoners. 

The admission of the families of debtors has been checked by the regulation of the last 
year, and the disposition to dissipation and disorder in the tnarshalsea for master debtors 
almost entirely subdued. 

Officers and Salaries : 



ILocal Inspector 


. 




Chaplain - 


- 




Roman Catholic ditto 


- 




Physician 




- 80 - - 


Gaoler - 


_ 




Turnkey - - - 


- 




Ditto - 


_ 




Outside ditto 






Matron - - - 


- 


- 30 - - 






£. 460 - - 
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Bridewells, County Kerry. 

THESE prisons, like the bridewells of all counties, have been wholly deficient in struc- 
ture, supplies and management; and, as yet, no further improvement can be reported 
than the supply of food, fuel and straw to the prisoners, and the regular transmission of the 
quarterly returns. The grand jury, at the last assizes, have entered into decisive resolutions, 
giving in charge to the board of superintendence to make the necessary arrangements upon 
this very important subject, in pursuance of which I have been instructed to submit plans 
and estimates to the board for the following works : — 



Killarney, a new court-house and gaol. 
Kenmare, a new prison 1 „ , 

CastleUJand, ditto - j °" a sma " sca,c - 
Dingle, a new prison on a more enlarged plan. 

Ctiherseveen, } alterations and yards. 

Miltown requires but trifling improvements. 
Tarbert, a new prison on a small scale. 



Nothing of material change has taken place, since my last tour, in any of the prisons 
which L have visited; my inspection of those on the Western coast is postponed, until 
I shall hope to attend a commission, to ascertain the best sites for the new buildings. 



County of Limerick Gaol. 

NO alteration has taken place in this prison, which, in respect to plan, is superior to any 
in the south of Ireland ; and the admirable interior regulations of which are improving everv 
year, under the management of the board of superintendence. 

A system of prison dresses would add much to the appearance of the classes, exclusive of 
the many other advantages which attend the adoption of that plan, and I have particularly 
recommended it in the female class; I should also wish to see a second yard and building 
allotted to them, as the mixture of all females is a great impediment to the improvement 
and instruction of those who are most capable of benefiting by it; and as a female superin- 
tendent is appointed to assist the matron, classification is easily managed. 

The females are employed in spinning and other works ; the men in cleaning the prison 
and yards, and at the tread-wheel, which is now in full operation, two wheels being applied 
to raising water, and to scutching of flax, a manufacture to which the power can be advan- 
tageously applied in most counties. 



Officers and Salaries : 
Governor ------ 

First Turnkey - 

Second ditto - 

Third ditto - 

Fourth ditto - 

Nurse ------ 

Ten Wardsmen, £. 4. 6. 8. - 

Two Cooks - 

Two Washerwomen - 
Chaplain ------ 

Roman Catholic ditto - - - 

Local Inspector - - 

Physician and Surgeon - 
Apothecary - 

Matron ------ 



£. 300 
40 
35 
30 
30 

25 

43 

12 

12 



5o 

50 

25 

80 



6 

3 

3 



8 

4 

4 



£.782 13 4 



Bridewells : 

A second year having elapsed since the principle of the bridewell system has been 
arranged in this county, without any material progress being made in giving effect to the 
plan, and it being inadmissible that a class of prisons should be longer continued deficient 
in every requisite pointed out by law, I am obliged to recommend that the abolition of the 
following old prisons, by the exercise of the power vested in the Lord Lieutenant, 
3 Geo. IV. c. 64, s. 31, should take place ; and that any arrangement for the erection of 
new prisons, should afterwards be considered, viz. — Kilfinnan, Glynn, and Newcastle. 

On the approval, therefore, of this measure, by the board of superintendence, I propose 
to submit the same to Government, in order that the necessary warrants may be issued. 

Croom. 

THE new prison in this town is in progress, and will, when finished, afford all the 
accommodation and yards which the law requires for male and female prisoners. 

493* N 
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South Eathkeale, 

— v THE great importance of this large sessions town has prevented inv including it in my 

report of prisons to be abolished; and from a communication which I have had with the 
agent of the proprietor of the town, and with the board of superintendence, I have no 
doubt that the additions to the plan will be carried into effect during the ensuing season 
for building. 



Bruff. 

TIIE arrangements are concluded for the site of the bridewell on an enlarged plan, and 
there is, therefore, no further delay to be anticipated in the completion of the object. In 
this quarter session town, (and the bridewells in general,) the quarterly returns are regularly 
made, and food supplied to the prisoners, with straw ; the rules of the court of King’s" Dench 
are posted, but can serve no other purpose than to exhibit the contrast between the 
accommodation required, and that which is afforded in respect to furniture, building and 
yards. 



City of Limerick Gaol. 

THIS prison contains but 3 classes of male criminals, with not a sufficient number of 
cells for half the prisoners confined, and but one crowded corridor and day-room for the 
whole of the female class. This great deficiency of accommodation will, however, speedily 
be remedied by the purchase of the old county gaol which adjoins, and which will nearly 
double the disposable accommodation, and supply a sufficient number of yards for the clas- 
sification of the prisoners. 

The male side of the gaol is, on the whole, in a clean, regular state, although not by any 
»‘ieans in that state of distinguished order in which I reported it my last tour; the female 
side I was sorry to find in a most discreditable condition, which is much to be attributed 
to the want of efficiency in the matron. With such a person at the head of the female 
prison, no efforls of the local inspector can be successful in introducing such a system as 
the board of superintendence might reasonably expect, under the inspection of so qualified 
and zealous an officer; and I trust that they may recommend to the grand jury to appoint 
another matron. 

The great object to be accomplished in this gaol, is to bring to as speedy a conclusion as 
possible the negotiation for the purchase of the county gaol; until this point is effected, 
the city of Limerick must labour under insuperable difficulties, in giving effect to the regu- 
lations which have been introduced since Mr. Gibson’s appointment. The accounts, and 
whole economy of the gaol, continue to be satisfactory, and the reduction of expense ha» 
done great credit to that officer. 

It is supposed that the whole expense of the purchase and alterations of the old county 
gaol will amount to nearly 3,000/. ; the instalments of which would be amply repaid by 
the moral effect of a sufficient and well-regulated prison in this large city ; and the erection 
of a good cooking kitchen, which would then be practicable, might enable the local 
inspector to effect a saving in the dietary, which would, in a great measure, counterbalance 
this expense. 

Officers and Salaries : 



Local Inspector 
Chaplain 

Roman Catholic ditto 
Medical Officers 
Gaoler - 
Turnkey - 

Matron - - - 

Schoolmaster - 



- £.100 - - 
- - 30 - - 

30 - - 
60 - - 
150 - _ 

4 o - - 
20 - 



£.430 



County of Longford Gaol. 

THE dilapidated state of the old gaol, and immediate prospect of the occupation of the 
new one, so much accounts for the defects in the present system, that it is needless to report 
upon it. The new gaol is a polygon upon an extensive scale, with radiating yards verging 
towards the governors house, which commands a view of all the classes, but is built ifpon 
a scale much larger than the object required, particularly in a small county, in which the 
salary is ns much below the ordinary standard as the house is above it. 

The gaol is a handsome building, but it is to be lamented that provision has been made 
but or five classes of criminals, male and female; consequently, for not more than the 
wholly insufficient number of three male classes. 

There are two marshalseas on a large scale, one of which might be subdivided, and would 
attord l ample accommodation for the two classes of master and pauper debtors, and accom- 
modation might thus be gained for a class of criminals; as also, by abandoning the system 

of 
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of solitary cells, which occupy one division of the gaol, and are unfit for their intended 
purpose, being so contrived that the prisoners confined in them can 
other. 



1 prisoners confined in them can converse with each 

A tread-wheel is in operation, to which the prisoners are now sent from the old gaol 
The power is now applied o raising water, but the wheel wants machinery to regulate the 
quantum of labour on the increase or diminution of the number of prisoners • the sunerin 
tending committee think of adding a mill for the scutching of flax. P ’ P 

The present establishment of officers are wholly inadequate to the new gaol, which could 
not be occupied to advantage will, out, at least, two turnkeys, equal to their d“y“a„d 
a matron for the superintendence of the female class. y 

■ Tn 6 ??,? 1 ^” d P f otato di “. DO ' v “f is attended with many inconveniences, which add 
adopLnonl?btaddi.!;: 1,mS “ dCa '" y SJStCm ' antl 1 t-ommend ,h2 

Present Salaries of Officers: 

Gaoler and Turnkey 
Three chaplains, at 40 - 

Surgeon - 

Local inspector ... 



Average number of prisoners - 
Persons receiving extra food - 



Diet, at 4<f. per day, about 
Actual expense 



£. loo 


- _ 


120 


- _ 


100 


- _ 


50 




f- 370 


- 


. 


- 75 




8 


83 


£. 500 


_ _ 


498 


“ - 



490 - - 

Total expense of the gaol on the average of 1823 and 1824 per annum, £. 1,174. 4,. 1 d. 

County of Louth Gaol. 

THE gaol at Dundalk, although not built upon an approved plan with aview to insnec- 
tion, is a commodious, and, in other respects, well-planned prison, containing a classification 
of felons and misdemeanants tried and untried, with two classes of females and two of 
debtors, with seven yards. 0 

The chapel, infirmary, baths, and supply of water are sufficient, and the general arrange- 
ments and interior management of the prison highly creditable to the officers, and whfch 
are much to be attributed to the attention and efficiency of the board of superintendence 
Schools are estab ished m the male and female prison, the latter is superintended by 

Sects ’ W VOlCn ‘ lab ° l,rS “ “ a " CaSCS f ° an<1 t0 P'° d ““ 

The men and women are employed, the former in mat-making, breaking stones, and 
such other emploj merits as the board of superintendence find practicable, and the women 
m spinning, the yarn being either sold in the market or wove by the prisoners in the gaol 
A plan has been laid before the grand jury for building an addition to the gaol, by which 
many useful offices, 8tc. may be obtained, and the gaol secured against the Inconvenience 
rdjoining dm froin 0111 116 ereCtlon ° f any P rivate bllildin g upon the vacant space of ground 

I have submitted to the consideration of the board of superintendence some points relative 
to the arrangement of the classification, and to the alteration of the wooden bedsteads, and 
have uiged upon them the necessity of a general uniform system of clothing for the women • 
without such a system, the efforts of the ladies committee and of the matron, to effect 
a satisfactory improvement, will be much impeded ; and the expense of clothing to the 
average number ot female prisoners is very trifling, the clothing of the whole class not 
amounting to more than 5 l. from which is to be deducted the Srticles of dress absolutely 
indispensable, and which have always been supplied. 3 

The general system of clothing to the male prisoners is very important, but I could not 
venture to go beyond a recommendation to the grand jury to consider the subject 
The regularity and order of the gaol is improved by an uniformity of dress. It also ap- 
pears reasonable that the prisoners, after their acquittal, or at the termination of their 
sentence of imprisonment, should be discharged in as good a state, with respect to their 
private clothing, as that in which they entered the gaol, and that they should neither be 
put to expense by their clothing having been worn out in the prison, nor (in the event of 
gaol clothing having been issued after their own clothing became unfit for use) that they 
should be sent (when perhaps acquitted) to their homes with the stigma of wearing the 
prison dresses. 

The accounts, messing, and general details of this prison, are conducted with economy 
and care, and, on the whole, 1 have seen no county gaol in my inspection with which 
^93- I have 
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South I have been more gratified, or in which I have had more reason to approve of tire conduct 
District, of the officers in their several departments. 

« ' The salary of 10 1 . a year to the matron is wholly inadequate as a remuneration for the 

services which the Legislature contemplate from the appointment of such an office, and 
I submit an addition to her salary. 

Officers Salaries : 



Governor, to find turnkey 
Chaplains, each 40/. 
Physician - 
Schoolmaster 
Matron - 



- £.260 - - 
120 - - 
100 - - 
25 _ _ 
10 - - 



Average number of prisoners 
Expense of the gaol for the year 1824 



*- 5'5 - 
52. 

£. 1,119. 12 *• 1 1 i- 



Ardee Bridewell. 

NOTHING has been done in this inefficient prison since last year, nor would it be 
expedient to attempt any improvement until the erection of the new gaol. 

The presentment for the new gaol has been passed, the plan and estimate approved by the 
Lord Lieutenant, and the commissioners propose immediately to commence the work. 



County of the Town of Drogheda Gaol. 

THE gaol at Drogheda is a prison built, within the last eight years, at a cost of 12,000/. 
the instalments for which are repaid to the public at the rate of. but 100/. a year ; it, at 
present, contains but 10 cells, but, by a very practicable alteration, it could contain, with 
a sufficient number of cells, accommodation for the following classes, viz. 

N° 1 . — Misdemeanants tried. 

2. — Felons untried. 

3. — Misdemeanants untried 

4. — Females. 

5. — Debtors. 

To each of which a distinct yard could be allotted. 

A plan for carrying this classification into effect by the increase of the number of cells is 
submitted to the grand jury as a work most essential to the good order of this prison. 

The present system of large bedsteads is very defective, and it has been recommended 
that the new bedsteads for single persons should be made from’ the materials now in use. 

The law being imperative on the grand jury to appoint a matron, and the present state 
of the female class requiring such an officer, it is recommended to the grand jury to appoint 
a fit person to conduct that class, and to give effect to the plan of employing the women 
in spinning or useful labour. 

A schoolmaster should also be employed. There being no labour appointed for the male 
class of prisoners, I should recommend that stones should be broken for flooring the yards, 
a work which, exclusive of the advantage of employment, is much needed, the stale of the 
gravelling being very bad, 

Officers Salaries : 



Local Inspector 


- 


- £.30 


Surgeon - 


- 




Chaplains, each 30 /. 


- 


60 


Gaoler - 


. 


So 


Turnkey 




£.245 



County of Mayo Gaol. 

SINCE my last inspection of this gaol a most striking improvement has taken place in 
the interior management of it, much to be attributed to the exertions of the Reverend 
Mr. Pesley, being supported by an efficient keeper, whose services, if continued to the gaol 
of Castlebar, are likely to prove highly satisfactory to the county. 

Notwithstanding the order and cleanliness, and general good system introduced in this 
establishment, it remains wholly inadequate to the wants of the county of Mayo, and the 
board of superintendence must still be obliged to confine the female prisoners of all classes 
in a bridewell, which, although in a state of less confusion and dilapidation than I formerly 
reported, precludes this portion of the prisoners from being classed or attended to with 

any 
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Officers and Salaries : 
Local Inspector - 
Chaplains, each 50/. - 

Surgeon 
Apothecary - 

Gaoler - - - _ _ . 

Schoolmaster - 

Two. Turnkeys 

Keeper of upper Prison 

Matron - _ . . _ 

One Turnkey - - _ _ 



£. too 
100 
80 
60 
150 
25 

40 



7 6 



£. 626 7 6 



of’™!.? I'? 0 ”"''!' 1 ? “> tb eboaril °f superintendence the adoption of a temporary ret 
ot rules and regulations, and ot some better regulation for serving t|, e mei ls ti/the 
prisoners, and for distributing the duties of the turnkeys. 3 

Average number of prisoners - $6. 

Cost of the gaol for 1824 - - £. ifo*. 2 *. -6d. 

Ballinrobe Bridewell. 

va™I|n?tol j S o”r’fl kepl r ilh FrT re S“ larit J. ""d i» a dean and creditable state. The 
yams nant to be new floored, ami I have recommended to the gaol committee at Castlehnr 
to order a supply of stones to be broken by the prisoners confined. 

bedsteads. ’ “ ' he SeCti °" 3 Geta IV - c ' 6 4, a complete repair to the 

* *■ « 

Count 1/ of Meath Gaol. 

THEaaolatTrim i& an old building, not constructed upon a plan which affords the 
m^ans ol inspection or ot sufficient classification; there are no properly constructed or 
irpt’ , “ r "™ a ' ics - ”: orl or day-rooms ; L„d on the whole, E deS B wl b! 
suitable ! ' “ f cscnt, "f 'nsapcrable bars to an improved system of prison discipline, 

gentlemen of ,|,T of tl,0 1 “"d which may be expected from the zeal of the 

j] en lomen of the grand jury and board of superintendence, that I do not hesitate to ur-e 
the measure of erecting a new gaol which ha,' so long been in contemplation ° 

the ne? !™l S nri '"ale criminal cell,, only of which afford 2 beds in each ; 

mJiSrr. ““ 8 “ lls > constructed on a bad plan, with the doors openin'? 

upon t.he yard, without any corridor; they arc on the ground floor, and mast hirer? 

h™ 1 J d - Tl,e , ! ,llole fflan of. the new building and yards is so belo! 

should hi C Jlyn f - ( lcc ° mmoclal,on whlch ‘he Prison Acts contemplate, that this addition 
ffip mill n ' dere ? ? a ,‘ J nere ‘emporary expedient for the removal of the women from 

the ™hlu P i ’ ant . sl l°. u !? n ,? 1 be allowed to postpone the presentment for a new o ao | • 

t c whole expense ol which, if estimated at 20,000/. would not amount to t d. an aefe-on 

Th^ dm, E a “r n *! T’, f0 ‘i ? e °, f >' cais llllrin e which the instalments are paid. 

miSb^'ddSt'itte^dl'e', 5 . 6 ^ * '“» < -“.of nety 

snJi? s ted? S ?Hm°b„o,V h f ‘ ,el)tn,S “"1 "'rimgement of the pauper marsltalsea has been 
refiS W |,te, b “ ld n f s”P a '”tc n denc e , n, also the appointment of a matron; with 
♦3 ° 1S in *pe™t«ve oil the grand jury. At present the females an- 

/Vom ffie obill l i ClCf m A " noU « ,,ded l °; ,he .V are not even locked up by night in their cells, 
duty h Whir^ffiHent b J ‘ I 6 8 °K e n? r t0 l !' e crn P lo >' ment a “ale turnkey upon iliac 
/ an efficient matron shall have been appointed, and shall have regulated this 

4!W ‘ 0 “ class, 
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Soaili class, it is much to be desired that a committee of ladies might be formed, as in many 
District, other counties, to meet occasionally, and to superintend the work and instruction of this 

V-*— ' unhappy class of their fellow creatures, upon whom such benevolent labours have never 

failed to produce the most happy effects. . r „ . 

Since the observations made by Major Palmer, m his tour of last year, the following 
points have been attended to : the bread diet has been substituted for the potato diet, 
a point most essential to cleanliness in a gaol not possessing any general kitchens ; the 
number of hours of attendance at school during each day have been increased ; bed lickens 
have been also supplied. .... , ,, a. 

The glazing of the gaol, and employment of prisoners in breaking stones and other useful 
works (as suggested by him), have not been accomplished ; the board of superintendence 
have found much difficulty in carrying the latter suggestion into effect. 

A tread-wheel has been erected, but has hitherto been of little use, being defective in the 
means of regulating the quantum of labour. L found the wheel, with but 4 prisoners ou it, 
worked at tfie rale of 9 o steps in a minute. It is recommended to tire grand jury to 
aonlv the power of the wheel to some useful purpose ; perhaps to the scutching ot flax. 

On the whole this gaol is clean anti orderly; tile officers efficient, and the duty well 
distributed. I have every reason to approve of the exertions and efficiency of the local 



ispector. 



Officers and Snlaric 



Local Inspector 
Chaplains, each 50/. 
Physician 
Governor 

Deputy Governor - 
Matron 
Clerk - 
Schoolmaster 



£.60 - - 
too - - 
80 - - 
250 - - 
50 - - 
12 - - 
to - - 



£. 58: 



Average number of prisoners - 
Annual expense for 1824 * *• b 445 ‘ 



- 52 - 
to s. 5 i d. 



BMIDKWELtliS ; 



Dumhaughlin, 

THIS bridewell remains in the same state as reported in the last year by Major Palmer, 
*nd appears incapable of being made a place of confinement, conformable to the regu- 
lations established by law. 



Kells- 

THIS black-hole is an illegal place of confinement.; and as Kells is a quarter sessions 
town, a new prison is indispensably necessary. 

Navan. 

NO improvement has taken place in this prison since last Report. It consists of 4 cells 
and 1 common-hall, overlooked from the street, from whence every evil communication can 
be had through the windows, and it is incapable of such alteration as the law imperatively 
requires. e 

On the whole it nppears that there is no sufficient prison of this class in the county ot 
Meath, nor do any of the bridewells admit of effectual improvement. It is therefore 
recommended to the grand jury to appoint commissioners, under the 50 Geo. III. c. 103, 
to prepare plans and estimates of new prisons in the several quarter sessions towns ; tne 
cost of which can, under that Act, be advanced from the consolidated fund, payable by 
instalments of 5 1. per cent, without interest, by the county. 

County of Roscommon Gaol. 

THE gaol at Roscommon is a half polygon, with radiating yards verging towards the 
governor's house in front, and contains accommodation for 9 classes, including a lunatic 
ward ; the want of a lunatic asylum obliging the magistracy to commit to the county gaol 
such insane persons as are guilty of any act of mischief. 

It is much'to be wished that the neighbouring counties should join in an application to 
■Government for the establishment of a joint asylum, under the Act passed for that purpose. 

The different parts of this prison, the governor’s house, marshalsea, and infirmary, &c. 
ore built on a well-judged scale, affording sufficient, without unnecessary accommodation. 

On the whole, this gaol may be considered in a state to justify the favourable opinion 
reported by the Inspector General last year, but some parts .of the interior, economy, want 

.amendment. 
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amendment. The granting a gross salary to the keeper on the condition of his supplying South 
the necessary assistance of turnkeys, is a principle likely to be attended with the worst District, 
consequences; it is an inducement to the kepper to bring in inefficient officers on cheap « — 

terms, and to introduce his own private friends, if not to make his appointments in a still 
more objectionable manner; and although the general arrangements of this gaol are cre- 
ditable to the board of superintendence and local inspector, the total want of that minute 
attention, order and cleanliness, which vigilant inferior officers would ensure, is most obvious 
throughout the prison. 

The matron is wholly unqualified, therefore the women are uninstructed and irregular. 

The converting the insulating passage of the gaol to the purposes of gardening and po- 
tatoes is most irregular, and it is strongly recommended to the grand jury to make an 
order for its being floored in the same manner as the yards, which all are in need of a new 
floor of broken stone gravel, which will find present employment to the male prisoners. 

The idea suggested by an intelligent member of the board of superintendence, of establish- 
ing a rope-walk in this passage, is recommended to the consideration of the grand j ury. 

The issue of gaol clothing to the female class is also recommended, as quite essential to 
the success of an efficient system of improvement to that class. 

The tread-wheel has not as yet been used, but is now likely to become an useful appen- 
dage to this gaol, if well regulated. 



Officers and Salaries : 



Local Inspector 


- £.100 


Physician 


80 


Chaplains, 50/. each 


100 


Gaoler, to provide turnkeys 


400 


Matron - - - - - 


30 


Schoolmaster --■•>- 


30 


Hospital Assistant - - * 


12 


Keeper of Lunatics -- 


24 
£■77 6 



Average number of prisoners - - - - 140. 

Average expenses of the gaol for 1823 and 1824. - £.2,381. js, 5 d. 

BRIDEWELLS'; 



Alhlune. 

THIS prison is under the court-house, and contains 2 cells, and 2 day-rooms, without 
yards ; the day-rooms have been converted to other uses, — one into a stable for the keeper, 
whose stock of hay is stored in the court-house:; and, on the whole, the mismanagement of 
this establishment is reprehensible. There is no bedding, the want of which L have not 
thought it expedient to supply under the regulations of the 3d of Geo, IV. c. 64, as it 
would be destroyed by the damp of the cells ; the prison is so overflowed with water, that 
■it is my duty to report it wholly unfit for the confinement of prisoners, who are at preseut 
humanely removed at night to the room iu the court-house. 

Boyle. 

THIS prison has been inspected by Major Palmer, on the Northern District, who reports 
it as containing but 2 small cells, with a narrow passage leading to the privy, which cannot 
he denominated a yard ; it therefore seems necessary to erect a new prison, to carry the law 
into effect. This prison is connected with a court-house, in a dilapidated conditiou. 

Strolccslown- 

A sum of too/, presented for this prison has hot been expended; and the gaol consists of 
a dark hole, to which prisoners are not now committed. Slrokeatou-u being a sessions 
town, it would be necessary to build a bridewell. 

Cast lei ca. 

THIS is a black-hole, in which prisoners are not now confined. Castlerea beiug a sessions 
.town, it would be necessary to build a bridewell. 

The bridewells of this county having been built, either before the enactments of, o r 
without reference to, the Prison Acts, it will be important that the grand jury should direc 1 
their serious attention to them. The onlv efficient plan that can be submitted is, that 
commissioners should be appointed under the 50 Geo. III. c. 103, and empowered to 
approve plans and estimates for prisons in the sessions towns ; the gross amount of which 
■will be advanced by Government, free of interest, and the principal repayable by instal- 
ments of five per cent. This arrangement will fall very light oil tlie county ; and towards 
ihe first instalment, the sum presented for Strokestown is now saved. 

' 493 - 
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•Comty:of Tipperary Gaol. ■ 

' |, •2 'd V , ° f lasl ■y‘ m Icommenced by an attract from the preceding year (i„ wbidi 

' iinwimamamiT ,,,, P roveiM " ts ' vlll ? h ‘ b*l dierein recommended to die board of 
Mi|>( inlti lente,) lor tin- express purpose ot pointing out the efficient support which 1 had 

ff futon U,'ro b r’'i l |'“ nl #‘ IU e '’' Cn °f U 'f cou ”l? « lm composed that llody, who had, in 
lilt lilt, uni Ik in cen those Reports, carried into efiecl every thing which I had considered 
ET'f Kl l*« 'he arrangements of the prison, (if worked by active officers,') upon the 
bestfnot'ujr; and to the improvements therein specified, the erection ofadouble tread 
Hcl lias since been added. Tins useful instrument of gaol discipline is now in operation 
n rot ',A,r “ b “" '» maehiuery for turning the 'labour of the ZS 

jiiohtablc acconatj it, however, answers us purpose, so far as 10 afford employment ami 
loicscue the males under sentence oi imprisonment from total idleness. { should further 
now^Ti^ 10 Jhe hoard of superintendence to decide upon some useful application of the 
1 Hay i , • ire- dv “ WP “I ( c ,ls c. other methods of introducing profitable labour. 

1 I h .dic.idy accomplished the principal objects which I then found wauling [ have 
i liltd some hulhcrsiiggcsUoos to ilia hoard ol superintendence on points of importance 1 
, ‘.I d 11 ? 1 m “ J T C by the grand jury. Amongst other tilings, 1 have reedin' 

on led that an uniform system of nipt ting should be adopted for the fim class of femdes' 
•Ol whose improvement the most »rni IV n» i;, re 1...1 . _ .• , . “-“‘‘“os, 



of whose improvement the most gradfy ing prooii ha.Tli'een uffoIded7pa™Xly1!!lhe 
ivicts recently forwarded lor transportation. So interesting an 
V the ladies committee, nf .• t- .. ,• 



aem m I, i I,./ ? convic,, recently lorwaractl for transportation. So interesting 
aotnunt It. s been given, by the ladles committee, of their conduct, and of the faJL. 
w, untested by them upon the occasion of their departure, tliat I have requested a written 
s . dement oi the particulars, of which I propose to print a number ol’ copies, and to circu 
■ * j e nncoumgemeni o committees in oilier counties. I have also recommended 

ctmtigtiooa rati* ^1^!“ TlthS.' ^ 

ithon™ ofireeti™. 1 ” 3 '’ "* “ W,# *" °" C “ ll,c ‘ lis P os “ bl ” "ncoinmodation in 

Since my last tour, the governor has been displaced, and a successor appointed, whoTias 
been n the government ol the gaol since spring assizes ; and I am sorry to be obliged tn 
report that I cannot continue to speak oi die stutoof die gaol, vvithrespeetto those particulars 
that depend upon the efficiency of die officers, in those terms of praise in which! Kre rod 
myseli after my last inspection. . wuien i expressed 

The salaries paid by the county of Tipperary .to a governor and. two .assistants are 
unusually high, and die progress ol discipline, cleanliness and order, has by no means 
answered the : expectations which 1 had formed from my last view of the establishment m 
" hjjjh *hc ‘ittention of the eommiUee ought to produce ’ 

f "" Ued th i 8 °P in ‘ on ’ I have stated more at large, to 



Officers and Salaries : 



Local Inspector 
Surgeon - 
Chaplain - 

Roman Catholic ditto 
Governor - 

Assistant - 

Ditto house of correction - 
Matron - 
Schoolmaster - 



£. too 
So 
5 ° 
50 
540 
100 
too 



i'. 980 



Btt!DEWKL(.S : 

Cashel/. 

yards; the flooring of which, however, is so little milled m ?h„ in I? ’ *•"? Se l' nrate 
they are not eflicient for the air and exercise of prisoners. On the roof of t\ C ' 

1 observed several leaks, which will much ininre tU»t w ‘ * , . ■ 1 court-house 

£ ass#* laid out “ & ffii syft 



Caher. 



nreselit ' Tt "W ^ -»* °< 
certain alterations’ and repairs, necessarv for tWoli 0 oG,f . Sentmei J t should be submitted for 

llie house from absolute lilapidmioib^The prhod Ts kefa’ln wvmjldirty irregnlifrlnanner! 31 
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Tipperary. 

THIS prison remains in the miserable stale in which I found it ; it is capable of being v 
rendered an efficient bridewell ; the alterations, however, cannot be effected without put" 
ting the court-house in repair, under which the prison is situated. The importance of this 
town renders a good prison necessary; and it would be more for the interest of the county 
to complete the work for which a presentment has been submitted, than to build a new bride- 
well distinct from the court house, as the sum requisite for the former, if new built and 
distinct, would afford a good court-house and prison. No .furniture has been supplied, 
owing to the wretched state of the building. 

Thurles. 

SINCE my last Report this prison has been supplied with iron "bedsteads, and with 
bedding lor tour beds. The sum estimated for the repairs of the gaol has not yet been pre- 
sented, and the building is in great danger from its present state of dilapidation ; u pre- 
sentment will be submitted at the next assizes. I am obliged to report very unfavourably of 
the state of cleanliness of the gaol, and of the keeper’s apartments. 

Templemone. 

THE sum presented for repairs at the summer assizes 1824 has been nearly expended, 
ami apparently to advantage; bedsteads and bedding have been supplied sinee my last 
Report.; and the prison and keepers apartments are kept clean, and in good order. This 
■may now be considered an efficient bridewell. 

New Bermiugham. 

THE alterations recommended in my last Report have not. yet been effected, no present- 
ment having been passed ; and 1 am obliged to report the prison as in a dirty irregular 
State; 1 trust, however, that the attention of the present local inspector is likely soon to 
effect a reform. The accommodation of the prisoners is converted by the keeper to his own 
use; and 1 should recommend a deduction from his Salary for the present ,vtmr. 

. Roscrea. 

THE works for which the grand jury have presented the estimated sum are now i 
*ress, and will render the prison efficient, provided that the regulations of the couu. <n 
-Cing’s Bench are better carried into effect than they now are. The gaol affords 4 dav- 
rooms with a corridor of cells to each; the 4 day-rooms are occupied by beds belongin'' 
to the. keeper 4 in one corridor I found 1, of 3 prisoners confined in this large gaol, locked 
up in a cell without a bed, in which he had been confined for the whole of the day of mv 
inspection.. The keeper must therefore be considered highly reprehensible, and the esta- 
blishment as requiring the attention ot the board of superintendence. 

BwrisiUcme. 

THIS black-hole is incapable of being made a legal place of confinement ; and -it remains 
for. the .grand jury to decide whether it shall be abolished, from the vicinity of the town 
to Nenaglt, or whether a new bridewell shall be. built. 



f 



1 pro- 



Nenagh. 



THIS prison (ns has been before reported) contains a sufficient number of yards dnv- 
j-ooms and cells, but trout its low and dark situation requires peculiar attention to clean- 
liness and order; it at present much wants white-washing to the keeper’s apartments and 
prison, particularly the former, which is in a most filthy state. A sum of 8/ a year is 
allowed for the repair of the .roof of the building, which is now in a very bad ’state and 



not water-i 



proof. 



IN order to render this prison conformable to the Prison Acts, it would be necessary to 
grant a presentment, for .the .alterations of which I have approved a plan; at present it 
contains two cells so damp as to be unfit for the confinement of prisoners. 

County of Waterford Gaol. 

TH E accommodations of this prison were very insufficient at the time of mv -last inspec- 
tion, but since that period the rebuilding of the right wing of ibo gaol 'has afforded 
a sufficient number of day-rooins, with yards attached, ami separate cells, for the averse 
number of prisoners ; the work has been well executed, and the cells, &c. are airv and dr°y 
I he left wing contains three corridors for male prisoners untried; on the ri Hit win* are 
two corridors for tried prisoners, and one for females. The only defect rennunino- j“ the 
want of classification for females ; their number, however, are very few, and the •mnoint- 
ment of a matron vvill render the arrangements for this class as satisfactory as circumstances 
will permit. It is impossible to urge too strongly upon the county the advantage arising 
from a good system of work and instruction in the female class; anti in a city of the extent 
of Waterford, it inay be hoped that a good system of prison discipline might lead to an 
association of resident ladies, who, as in oilier counties, would lend their valuable aid bv 
occasionally visiting and superintending the management of this unhappy class of their 
fellow creatures. 

A want is to be still observed in the gaols of Waterford, that iheappointment of a whool- 
493- P master 



Newport. 
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muster, as well as a matron (both of which the law is mandatory on the grand jury to 
District, appoint), has not. vet taken place. See 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, ss. 29 &, 38. ” J ■ 

v ' In order to give lull effect to any efforts for the amelioration of tile state of the female 
prisoners, it is quite necessary to establish an uniform dress for them; their own clotliinu- 
to be taken from them on their committal, washed and put by, to be delivered to them on 
their discharge, and the uniform of the gaol to he generally worn; the expense of 1 suit 
will not exceed 8 s. in amount, and the number required would not exceed 10 dresses. 

The general order, discipline and minute cleanliness of the gaol meet with rny entire 
'approbation ; and l am gratified by the regular painting and whitewashing of the different 
parts ot the orison, which are left to the discretion of Mr. Hobson, the local inspector 
from the well-merited confidence placed ip that officer by the grand jury. 

I. had hoped that prior to uiy late inspection the subject of the lunatic poor might be 
taken into consideration, and that the county of Waterford and contiguous counties might 
have determined to avail themselves of the Act for the establishment of joint asylums as 
no private asylum, however well attended to, can do justice to the case, or supply adequate 
means for the medical care of the insane; and 1 again submit this subject to their con- 
sideration. 

Officers and Salaries : 

Inspector 
Gaoler - 
Turnkey 
Chaplain 

11. Catholic Chaplain 



£.370 - - 



13 It I DEW KUiS : 

Duiigarvon . 

THIS prison remains, as before reported, destitute of every requisite for a prison, except 
that there is a separate cell for males and females, but witliout day-room, yard, bedding, 
■or any supply except straw, with the bread dietary prescribed by law. 

The grand jury have presented 1,200/. to erect a court-house and prison, which sum 
"ill he inadequate to the wants of this town, and l trust that an enlarged plan will be 
decided on at the next assizes, and executed during the ensuing season. Opon consultation 
with some members of the grand jury, I should approve of a district bridewell ia 
this town. . , 

Lismorc. 

THIS prison contains no separate day-rooms and cells, but has 2 efficient rooms, 1 for 
males and 1 for females, with fireplaces, and the regulated bedding for 4 prisoners ; it is 
regularly and well kept, and with a good prison at Dungarvon would suffice for the wants 
of the town. 

City of Waterford Gao/. 

Til IS g»ol> in respect to classification, stands as it did on my last inspection ; the classes 
Consisting of 

N 1. lricd males, assault eases, which are not forwarded to the house of correction. 

2. — -Male felons untried. 

3. — Misdemeanants untried. 

4. — Females. 

5. — Debtors. 

The tried prisoners are transmitted to the house of correction ; and on an average number 
ol committals, the accommodation affords a separate cell for each prisoner. ° 

The cleanliness and interior economy of this establishment merit my entire approbation ; 
hut l regret still to find a lota deficiency in the most important objects of promoting the 
education and work ol the male ami female prisoners. The enactments of the legislature 
are not attended to in the appointment of a schoolmaster or matron (see 3 Geo IV e. 64, 
ss. 29 80 38); and l must again urge strongly upon the city to direct the attention of’ the 
board ol superintendence to these most essential points. 



Officers and Salaries : 



Inspector 
Gaoler - 
Chaplain 
R. Catholic D° 


- 


■ 


_ 


' £. 90 - 

150 - 
30 - 


Surgeon 


- 


. 




30 - 
■ (So - 


Turnkey 


- 


- 


- 


60 - 



£.420 - - 



£. (So - - 
150 - - 
80 - - 

40 - - 
4o - - 
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City of TVateifonl House of Correction. South 

THIS house of correction continues to be kept in a neat anti orderly state. It contains , Dist rict 
•the means of sufficient classification and inspection, and might, with some alterations, be 
made an efficient house of correction for this city. The cells being exposed to the outward 
air is a very serious defect, but could be remedied by making a corridor in front of them. 

This would be attended with trifling expense. Some means should also be taken to render 
•the prison more secure. At present the governor has been obliged to use irons, in conse- 
quence of the danger of escape. Some arrangement might also be made by forming rooms 
from two or more cells to receive assault cases, which are now sometimes confined in the 
gaol. The tread-wheel is now in operation, but the movement was by 110 meaus regular 
when I inspected the gaol. 



County of Westmeath Gaol. 

TILE gaol at Mullingar consists of three classes — males, females, and debtors, the 
accommodation for which is so insufficient that the prisoners are placed three in a bed, with 
•an ordinary number of committals. 

The only day-room for (at present 52) male convicts of all classes, is a dark room, 12 feet 
by 9, and the female day-room is converted into a bed room for 9 male prisoners. No 
niatron is appointed to that class, who are in every respect in a state truly distressing to 
witness, particularly as the appointment of a matron, and supplying prison clothing to those 
who stand in need thereof^ is by law mandatory on the grand jury of the county. 

There can be no employment or system in a prison thus circumstanced ; but when the 
intended addition to the prison shall be erected, much may be expected from the efforts of 
a zealous and active board of superintendence, who are most anxious to introduce a good 
system into the county gaol. 

It is to be hoped that they will immediately remedy the great evil in the female class by 
appointing a matron, at least to attend by day, and ordering prison dresses for the women. 

The mixed dietary is adopted, the quantity of meal allowed in which is found to be too 
small. I strongly recommend the adoption of the bread diet, the whole meal being consi- 
dered by the physician of the gaol as the most wholesome description of bread. 

In a gaol so circumstanced it is impossible to carry on any system of order and cleanliness 
with any other diet, and a great saving of fuel is to he balanced against any increased 
expense from the change to that description of food. Should the county decline acceding 
to the change of bread diet, I should strongly recommend the increase of meal to 8 ounces. 
The late delivery of milk is still complained of. 

I submit respectfully to the grand jury my objection to the practice of compounding with 
the gaoler for transmission of convicts, and for the payment of one turnkey. Two turnkeys 
are essential for the gaol, and they should both be independent officers, on salaries of at 
least 40 1. a year. This practice is a temptation to the ill usage of convicts, and to the em- 
ployment of friends, or ill-paid and consequently bad turnkeys, whose inefficiency it is the 
interest of the gaoler to conceal. I should recommend a clear salary to the governor, the 
same to the turnkeys, and that an allowance of 1 s. per day for each convict transmitted 
should be made to the governor, with an incidental account for any necessary car hire, &c. 
The full actual cost, and no more, is the fair burthen to fall upon the county, and there can 
be no imposition when the rate per day (which the governor states to be the same in amount 
with his own allowance to the convicts) is fixed. 

A schoolmaster is appointed, and books supplied for the use of the male prisoners. 

Officers and Salaries : 

Inspector 

Chaplains, 50 1. each 
Surgeon - - - 

Apothecary 
Deputy gaoler - 
Schoolmaster - 
Gaoler - 



£-535 »o - 



- £.50 - - 

- 100 - - 

- 100 - - 

45 to - 

40 - - 

20 - - 
180 - - 



Average number of prisoners, 65. 



Moatc Bridewell. 

THIS is the only bridewell in the county of Westmeath, attached to the court-house in 
Moate, a sessions town, and contains the necessary apartments, viz. one day-room and one 
sleeping-room for prisoners of each sex, with separate yards. It is supplied with bedsteads, 
tickens and blankets according to law, but the keeper has not supplied the prisoners with 
tire, nor can l report the prison in that state of order, cleanliness, and preparation for the 
reception of prisoners which the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench prescribe. 
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X 1ST OF PRISONS. 



DUBLIN PRISONS. 





COUNTY. 


SITE. 


Eilnbliali- 
ment i.f 
Prisoners. 


DESCRIPTION of P1US0N8. 


hbm.vrk-s. 


2. 


Dublin county 
D* - - 


Kilmainlmm 
Grnngcgorman-lane - 


200 

208 


County gaol - 
General penitentiary. 


2 to each cell. 


3- 

4- 

5- 


Dublin city 

D* 

D- - - . 

,D° 


Green-street - 
Circular-road - 
Smithfielil 
Marshal-lane - 
Green -street - 


150 


City gaol - 

Bridewell. 

D*. 

.Four courts murshalsen - 
City marshnlsca 


.2 to each .cell. 
1 


8. 


D' 1 


D° 




Sheriffs prison 


l Maisludsea Tor debtors, 


y- 

.JO. 


Liberties - 
D" - 






St. Sepulchre’s manor court 
St. Donorc’* - d* - 


| confined in large rooms. 




D" 

D° 

D“ 

D* 

D° 

Armagh - 
D° 

D" 

D" 

D" 

Carlow - 

D" 

Donegal - 
13° 

Down 

1 )° 

Fermanagh 
Kings county 



Kildare - 
D* 

D" 

Kilkenny 

D“ 

D” 

D" - 
Leitrim - 
D“ 

Londonderry 
D* - • 
D“ 

D" 

Monaghan 



Armagh - 
Lurgan - 
Bnllibot (Newry) 
Marketin' 11 
Newtown-IIamilton 
Carlow - 
Tullow - 
Lifford - 
Donegal - 
Downpatrick - 
Newry 
Enniskillen 
D" 

Phillipstown 
Paraonstown - 
Moneygal 
•Shinrone - 
Naas 
A thy 
Maynooth 
Kilkenny 
D° - 

Thomastown - 
Callow - 
Carrick-on-Shannou 
Mnnor-Hamilton 
Derry 
Coleraine 
Magherafelt - 
Newton Limavady 
Monaghan . 
Carrickmacross 
Castleblayney - 



County gaol. 

County town gaol. 

House of correction 
Bridewell. 

Manor court. 

D". 

Manor court and bridewell. 
County gaol, 

Bridewell. 

D°. 

D\ 

• I)°. 

County gaol. 

Bridewell. 

County gaol. 

Bridewell - 

County gaol. 

Bridewell - 

County gaol. 

Marshalsea. 

County gad. 

Bridewell. 

D". 

I) 1 . 

Comity gaol. 

Bridewell. 

County gaol. 

City gaol. 

Bridewell. 

D". 

County gaol. 

Bridewell. 

County gaol. 

Bridewell. 



County gaol. 
Bridewell. 
D°. 



Quarter sessions town. 
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List of Prisons (North District)— continued. 



N° 


COUNTY’. 


TOWN or SITE. 


Establish- 
ment of 
Prisoners. 


DESCRIPTION OP PRISONS. 


REMARKS. 


41 . 


Queen’s county 


Maryborough - 


90 


County gaol. 




4-2. 




Ahbeyleix 




Bridewell. 




43- 


Sligo - - - 


Sligo 


7o 


County gaol. 




44 . 


L)“ 


Bullimote 


6 


Bridewell. 




45- 


Tyrone ... 


Omagh 


5° 


County gaol. 








Dungannon 


16 


Bridewell. 






I)° - - - 


Strabane - 


6 


D*. 




4«- 


D* - - - 


Clogher - - - 




D*. 




49- 


Wexford - 


YV exford - 


50 


County gaol. 




5°- 




Corey 




Bridewell. 




5>- 


D“ 


Enniscorthy 




D“. 






D° 


New Ross 




D*. 




53- 


Wicklow - 


Wicklow - 


3t> 


County gaol. 




5 4- 


D' 


Baltinglass 


‘JO 


District bridewell. 





SOUTH DISTRICT. 



N° 


COUNT V. 


TOWN or SITE. 


Establish- 
mem of 
Prisoners. 


DESCRIPTION OF PRISONS. 


REMARKS. 


1. 


C...n 


Cavan 


70 


County gaol. 




Q. 


D* 


Cootehill 




Bridewell ... 


Quarter sessions town. 


3- 


Clare - 


Ennis - 




County gaol. 




4- 




Kilrush - 




Bridewell ... 


Quarter sessions town. 




D" 


Miltown - - - 




D“ - 


0°. 


b. 


D° 


Ennistymond - 




D* - - - 


D°. 






1 ulla ... 




D°. 




8. 


D" 


Broad ford 




D°. 




9- 


D“ 


Six-mile Bridge 




D" - 


D". 


10. 


Cork 


Cork ... 


1G0 


County gaol. 




li. 






160 


City gaol. 




12. 




D» 


8 


Bridewell. 




13- 


D" 


Kinsale - 


s 






H- 


D" 


Mitchelstown - 




Bridewell. 




, 5* 


D" 


Mallow - 




D” - - - - 


Quarter sessions town. 


lfi. 


D° 


Millstreet 




ir. 




17. 


D" 


Newmarket 




D°. 




lb. 


«)° - - - 


Macroom 




D° - • - - ! 


D°. 


J 9- 


D» 


Clonakilty 




n°. 




20. 


D° ' ’ - 


Skibberecn 




D». 




21. 


D° - - - 


Bantry ... 




D°. 




22. 




Charleviile 




I)*. 




23- 


D° - - - 


Bandon - 




D° - 


D”. 


24. 


D° 


Dumnnnway - 




D". 




25- 




Iloscarberry 




D°. 




2G. 


D° - - - 


Fermoy - 


8 


D° - 


D". 


27. 


D° 


Castlemartyr - 




D°. 




28. 




Youghal - 


8 


D° - 


Under corporation of Youghal. 


29. 




Cove 




D". 




30. 


Galway - 


Galway - 


; 75 


County gaol. 




31. 




D" - 




City gaol ... 


2 in each cell. 


32 • 


D° - - - 


Ballinasloe 




Bridewell. 




33- 


D» 


Eyrecourt 




D*. 




H- 


D° 


Woodford 




D“. 




35- 


D° - - - 


Loughrea 


8 


D° - 


Quarter sessions town. 


3G. 


D° - - - 


Gort 




D". 




37- 


D“ 


Tuara ... 




1)». 




38. 


D* 


Clifden - 




D°. 




39- 


Kerry - 


Tralee ... 


50 


County gaol. 




40. 


D° - - - 


Kenmare - 




Bridewell. 




41. 


D" 


Killarney 


4 


D°‘ 




42. 


D* 


Miltown - 




D*. 




43- 


D 1 * - - - 


Cahirseveen 




D°. 






D° 


Castleisland 




D°. 




45- 


D» 


Tarbert * 




D“- 




46. 


D° - - - 


Dingle - 




D°. 






D° 


Listowel - - 




D°. 




48. 


Louth - 


Dundalk - 


60 


County gaol. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



List of' Prisons (South District) — continued. 



N° 


COUNTY. 


TOWN or SITE. 


Establish- 
ment of' 
Prisoners 


DESCRIPTION of PRISONS. 


REMARKS. 


4-y- 


Louth - 




Drogheda town gaol 


SO 


County town gaol. 




f>0. 


D" 




Ardee - 


3 


Bridewell ... 


Quarter sessions town. 


51. 


Longford 




Longford 


35 


County gaol. 




5®. 


Limerick 




Limerick 


12.5 


County gaol. 




53* 


D° 




D“ - 


60 


City gaol. 




54- 


D“ 




Rathkcale 


8 


Bridewell ... 


D°. 


55- 


D° 




Newcastle 


4 


D°. 






D° 




Croom - 


4 


D n . 




57- 


D° 




Glynn ... 


4 


D*. 




58- 


D" 




Kilfinnan 


4 


D". 




59* 


D° 




BrutF - 


4 


D° - - - - 


D°. 


tio. 


Mayo 




Castlebar 


90 


County gaol ... 


2 to each bed. 


fii. 


D° 




D* 


46 


Bridewell. 




fie. 


D“ 




Ballinrobe 


8 


D" - 


Quarter sessions town. 


b';t. 


Meath - 




Trim ... 


50 


County gaol. 




( >4- 


D° 




Kells - 


2 


Black hole ... 


D“. 


fi<j. 


D° 




Navan ... 


8 


Bridewell ... 


D°. 


fit). 


D° 




Dunshaughlin - 


4 


D° 


D». 


(» 7 . 


Roscommon - 




‘Roscommon 


100 


County gaol. 




G8. 


D° 




Boyle ... 


4 


Bridewell ... 


D". 


69. 


D“ 




Athlonc - 


4 


D° - - - . 


D®. 


70. 


Tipperary 




Clonmel) ... 


70 


County gaol. 




71. 


D° 




Tipperary 


4 


Bridewell 


D’. 


7a. 


D° 




Cashell - 


8 


D° - - - - 


D°. 


73- 


D* 




Thurles - 


8 


D° - - - . 


D". 


74- 


D° 


- 


Roscrea - 


4 


D°. 




75* 


D° - - 




Borrisakane 


4 


D*. 




76. 


D° 


- 


Caliir 


4 


D°. 




77- 


D° 




Templcmore - 


4 


D°. 




78. 


D° 




New Bermingham - 


4 


D". 




7 !)- 


D® - - 




Nenagh - 


8 


D" - 


D“. 


80. 


D° 


- 


Newport - 


4 


D°. 




81. 


Waterford 


- 


Waterford 


60 


County gaol - 


a to each cell. 


82. 


D“ 




D° - - - 


48 


City gaol 


D-. 


8.3* 


D° 


- 


D* 


40 


House of Correction. 




84. 


D° 


- 


Dungarvon 


4 


IBridewells and Manor 




85. 


D° 




Lismorc - 


4 


/ Prisons. 




86. 


Westmeath - 


- 


Mullingar 


30 


County gaol ... 


New gaol presented for. 




D° 


' 


Moate ... 


C 


Bridewell - - 


Quarter sessions town. 



N. B .— The numbers at which these prisons are rated is the establishment fixed for the regulation of supplies, 
under the nth sec. 3 Geo. IV. c.64. The buildipgs in many of the bridewells would contain many more. 
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ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



LIST OF LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 



NORTH DISTRICT. 



K° 


COUNTY. 


TOWN or SITE. 


How Supplied. 


REMARKS. 




Armagh 


Armagh 


Public fund - 


This is a provincial asylum, erected under the 
Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 33. — not finished. 


*■ 


Down - - 1 - 


Downpatrick 


Private, for profit - 


Kept by Mr. Read, as reported in Appendix. 


3 - 


Donegal 


Lifford 


Public fund 


Kept in the old gaol, and the expenses raised off 
the county by presentment. 


4 - 


Dublin 


Finglass 


Private, for profit - 


Kept by Dr. Harty • - as reported in Appendix. 


5 - 


D® - 


D® - - 


D° - 


Kept by Rev. Mr. Horner & Co. - - d“. 


G. 


D° - - 


D“ - 


D° - 


Kept by Mr. Gregory - - - - - d". 


7 - 


D® - . - 


Donnybrook 


D° - 


Kept by the Quaker’s Society - - - d°. 


8. 


Londonderry 


Derry ... 


Public fund - 


Kept in the infirmary of the county - d“. 


9 * 


Roscommon - 


Roscommon 


D“ - - 


Kept in the old gaol of the county - d°. 


10- 


Tyrone 


Omagh 


D® - 


Kept in a part of the present gaol - d“. 






SOUTH DISTRICT. 


li. 


Cork - 


Cork - 


Private subscription 
and presentment. 


An establishment of the first class, in respect to 
order and utility. 


«• 


Clare - 


Ennis - 


Private subscription 


A county asylum. 


13. 


Dublin 


Swift's hospital. 






14. 


D° - - - 


Richmond Lunatic 
Asylum. 






15 - 


D' - - 


House of Industry. 






16. 


Kerry - 


Tralee - 


Presentment 


A small county asylum. 


17 - 


Kilkenny 


Kilkenny 


D". 




18. 


Limerick 


Limerick 


Private subscription 
and presentment. 


A county asylum, temporary until the erection 
of a new district; one kept in good order. 


1 9 * 


Tipperary - 


Clonmell 


D* - 


County asylum : _admirably conducted. 


so. 


Waterford - 


Waterford - 


D° - - - 


County asylum: crowded in the House of In- 
dustry; and a miserably disciplined institution. 


21. 


Wexford 


Wexford 


D“ - 


A county asylum ; well kept. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OP INSPECTORS GENERAL 



RETURN OF WORK AND SCHOOLS IN 



NAMES OF GAOLS. 



Antrim county gaol, Carrickfergtis - 
Armagh county gaol, Armagh - 

Belfast house of correction 

Carlow county gaol, Carlow 
County town of Cuvrickfcrgus, Antrim 
Cavan county gaol, Cavan 

Clare county gaol, Ennis - 

Cork county gaol, Cork ... 



Donegal county guol, Lifford - 
Down county gaol, Downpatrick 

Drogheda county gaol, Drogheda 
Dublin county gaol, Kiimaiulmm 

Dublin city gaol, Newgate 
Fermanagh county gaol, Enniskillen - 
Galway county gaol, Galway - 

Galway town gaol .... 
Kerry county gaol, Tralee 
Kildare county gaol, Naas 
Kilkenny city gaol .... 

- D” - county gaol ... 

King's county gaol, Philipstown 
Leitrim cou nty gaol, Carrick-on-SImnnon 
Limerick county gaol, Limerick 

Limerick city gaol - 
Londonderry county gaol, Londonderry 
Longford county gaol, Longford 
Louth county gaol, Dundalk - 

Mayo county gaol, Castlebar - - j 

Meath county gapl. Trim . - - 

Monaghan gaol - - - - . . 

Queen’s County .... 
-Boscomnion - - - - 

Sligo - -- - - - - 

Tipperary - . . .. I 

Tyrone 

Waterford 

- D° - city .... 

■Westmeath 

Wicklow gaol .... 

Wexford • - - . . ■ . 



Works of 


Amount of Profits 


What Proportion 


Amount of 


Works 




during 


of Profit 


Loss on the Work 


of 




the last 


given to Prisoners 


for last Year. 


Females. 




£. s. d. 










none 


none 


none 


spinning . 




4 a 5 


one third - 


none 


ditto 


breaking stones 
for the roads. 


170 - - 


one third, ajd. 
per day. 


”» 


needle work and 
spinning. 




110,10 


a small allowance 


none 


ditto 


breaking stones, 
and one carpenter 
and shoemaker. ■ 
breaking stones - 


none 


one third of la- 
bourers wages. 




spinning & wash- 
iug. 






none 








"out 


none 


spuming & wash- 
ing. 




none 


mme 


none 


needle working - 


breaking stones - 




z 


none 


spinning 
spinning und plain 




none 


none 


none 


spinning 








none 


spinning & making 
clothing. 


breaking stones - 






7Z 


spinning 

spinning 


*»» 


— 


z 


none 


spinning 




noi.c 


none 


none 


none 


pounding hemp, 
and some trades. 


4 7 4 


the whole - 


none 


a few women spin 
spinning, See. 


breaking stones - 

scutching flax, and 
tradesmen kept to 


9 >3 6 
14 »9 «i i 


°uc third - 
one third - 




spinning - 
knitting and spin- 


their trades. 








um 0 . 


breaking stones - 


E 


one third - 


no.* 


spinning - ' - 


breaking stones, 
beating hemp, &c. 


30 - _ 


rather more than 
one third. 


z ■ 


spinning, dec. 


pope 


■none 


. z 


nZ 


spinning 




none 


none 


none 


spinning Ac. 




none 


none 


none 


needle work 


breaking stones, &c. 


13614 <> 


one third - 


none 


spinning and work 






none 


none 


spinning & making 
gaol clothing. 


nolle 


none 


nope 


none ' . 


spinning - 






Hone 


none 


spinning, washing 
and knitting. 


none 




none 


none 


knitting 


— 


none to gaol 


none 


none 


spinning & making 
irison dresses. 



In those Gaols m which no work is returned tl.e Prisoners have some employment in 



whitewashing and cleaning the Gaols. It is also 
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ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



THE SEVERAL GAOLS IN IRELAND, 1825. 



Amount of 
Profit 

during last Year, 


Proportion of 
Profit 

iven to Females. 


Vinount of Loss 
on the Work 
for last Year. 


Tread Wheel. 


To what 
Purpose applied. 


Proportion of 
Profit 

laid to Prisoners 
Tread Wheel. 


Male School. 


Female School. 


£. ». d. 


£. s. . </. 
full amount ■ 


£. t. d. 








in operation 


iu operation. 


..one 


id. per hank : 


- 18 - 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


no' - - 


he whole profit. 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 




1 d. per dozen - 


— 


for 6 men 




.... 


ditto - 


ditto. 


pone 


one half of com- 


none 


presentment 


none 


none 


in operation 


in operation. 




mon wages, 
the whole 




ditto - 




none 


ditto - 


none. 




one third of 


none 


for 74 men - 


raising water - 


none 


ditto - 


in operation. 


for the gaol. 


value calculated. 




contracted for - 




none 


ditto - 


ditto. 




the whole 


none 


none 


scutch flax. 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


none 


two thirds of 


5 - - 


for 15 men 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


none to naol 


the whole 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto. 


none 


none 


none 


for 20 men 


none 


none 


in operation - 


ditto. 








none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto; 


none to county 


the entire 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


none. 


ditto - 


half labourers 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


in operation. 


none 


wages. 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto. 


Xi - 4 


one third 


none 


none 


none 


none 


in operation - 


ditto. 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


nuiit 


none 


none 




none, butmaclii- 


none 


in operation - 


ditto. 










for beating hemp. 




ditto - 


ditto. 


10 3 - 


one third 


none 


for 1 4 men - 


raising water - 


none 


ditto - 


in operation. 


none to county 


2 ij) 8 


none 


4 trend wheels 


scutching flux - 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


last year. 




for 24 men. 




none 


none 


none. 


no account kept 


one third 


none 


■ none 


none 


none 


in operation - 




none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


small on account 


one third 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


of loss on flax. 




none 


_ 




none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


none 


none 


none 


for to men - 


raising water - 


none 


ditto ■ 


ditto. 


14 14 4j 


one third 


none 


for lC men 


ditto - 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


none In gaol 


a small allowance 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


none 


none 


none 


foi 14 men - 




none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


48 8 5 


one third 


none 


presentmentmad 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 


.none to gaol - 


the whole 


none 


for 18 men 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 




the whole 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto - 


ditto. 




one third 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


ditto. 


none 


none 


none 


for 8 men 


none 


none 


none 


none. 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


none 


in operation - 


none. 


664 


one third 


none 


for 14 men 


none 


none 


ditto - • - 


in operation. 


■»» 




“» 


„„„„ 






ditto - 


none. 



ito be observed, that this Return of no work iu the first Column does not refer to the Tread Wheel, which is in very general use. 
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